Sunday, September 6, 2026
Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost

Introduction

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in
today's gospel are often used in situations having to do with church
discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells us to warn the wicked to turn from their
ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law. We gather in
the name of Christ, assured that he is present among us with gifts of peace
and reconciliation.

Prelude... "Here I Am To Worship”
Announcements

Preparation for Worship - Silent Prayer



Gathering Hymn........ “"As We Gather At Your Table”
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1 As we gath-er at your ta-ble, as we lis - ten to your word,
2 Turnour wor-ship in-to wit-ness in the sac - ra - ment of life;
3 Gra-cious Spir-it, help us sum-mon oth-er guests to share that feast
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help us know, O God, your pres-ence; let our hearts and  minds be  stirred.
send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there 1is strife.
where tri - um-phantLove will wel-come those who had been last and least.
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Nour-ish us with sa-cred sto-ry tll we claim it as our own;
Give us, Christ, your great com-pas-sion to for - give as you for - gave;
There no more will en - vy blind us nor will pride our peace de - stroy,
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teach us through this ho-ly ban-quet how to make Love’svic - try known.
may we still  be - hold your im-age in the world you died to save.
as we join with saintsand an-gels to re- peat the sound-ing joy.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944
Music: IN BABILONE, Oude en Nietwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who pours love into our hearts and
healing upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our
sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world
and in our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and
bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from
seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to
others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and
reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people,
following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ, in
whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of
eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy.
Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that
is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



Psalm 119 Lord, I Love Your Commands

Refrain
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Lord, I love your com-mands. Lord, I Ilove your com-mands.

57, 72 1 have said, O Lord, that my part is to keep your words. The
law of your mouth is more precious to me than thousands of gold
and silver pieces.

Refrain.

76-77 Let your kindness comfort me according to your promise to
your servants. Let your compassion come to me that I may live,
for your law is my delight.

Refrain.

127-128 For I love your command more than gold, however fine. For
in all your precepts I go forward; every false way I hate.
Refrain.

129-130 Wonderful are your decrees; therefore I observe them. The
revelation of your words shed light, giving understanding to the
simple.

Refrain.



First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-11

God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must
faithfully convey God’s warnings to the people. Remarkably, God—who is
about to attack Jerusalem—gives a warning with the hope that repentance
will make the attack unnecessary.

So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever
you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. If I
say to the wicked, “"O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not
speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in
their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. But if you warn the
wicked to turn from their ways and they do not turn from their ways, the
wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. Now you,
mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our transgressions
and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how
then can we live?” Say to them: As I live, says the Lord Gob, I have no
pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the wicked turn from their
ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you
die, O house of Israel?

HERE ENDS THE READING.

Second Reading: Romans 13:8-14

The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart
and goal of the law. Clothes make the person as we "put on the Lord Jesus
Christ” and live today in light of the future God has in store for us.

Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves
another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall nhot commit
adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,”
and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore,
love is the fulfilling of the law. Besides this, you know what time it is, how it
is already the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to
us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone; the day is
near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of
light; let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness,
not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead,
put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify
its desires.

HERE ENDS THE READING



Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the
church as a whole—should go about restoring relationships when one
member has sinned against another.

“If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point out the fault when
the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that
one. But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you,
so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three
witnesses. If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and
if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you
as a gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth
will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything
you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or
three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Sermon Hymn...... "This Is My Father’s World”
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1 This 18 my Fa-ther’s world, and to my lis-t'ning ears all
2 This is my Fa-ther's world; the birds their car-ols raise; the
3 This 1s my Fa-ther’'s world; oh, let me not for - get that,
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na - ture sings, and round me rings the mu - sic of the  spheres.
morn - ing light, the lil - y white, de - clare their mak - er’'s  praise.
though the wrong seems oft so strong,God 1is the rul - er yet.
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This 18 my Fa-ther’'s world; 1 rest me 1in the thought of
This 18 my Fa-ther’'s world; he shines in all that’s fair. In the
This 18 my Fa-ther’s world; why should my heart be sad? The
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rocks and trees, of skies and seas; his hand the won-ders wrought.
rus - tling grass | hear him pass; he speaks to me ev-ry-where.
Lord 1is Kking, let heav-en ring; God reigns, let earth be glad!

Text: Maltbie D. Babcock, 1858—-1901
Music: TERRA PATRIS, Franklin L. Sheppard, 18521930, adapt.



The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Amen



Prayers of Intercession
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers,
confident that God hears us.

A brief silence.

Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout the world to announce
the words you give us. Open us to receive your word in unexpected ways.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Forming God, renew the cycles of your creation that provide for the needs
of all. Protect grasslands, marshes, swamps, and all places of transition.
Heal communities crying out after disaster.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Governing God, turn all who create, enforce, or interpret legislation away
from selfish gain and toward your promise of good for all, especially the
good of all who labor.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Attending God, wake us up to any around us who are in need. Restore
broken relationships, failing health, frayed emotions, and the hurts we carry
with us. (especially Sylvia, Jeff, Eric, Brian, Lizzy, Christi, Julia, Larry, Gene,
Don, Angelika, Jenna, Dave, Joy, Frank, Paul, Sandy, Robert, John, Tom,
John, Robert, Matt, Jeff, Sandy, Marilyn, Terry, Prestyn, Gene, Shirley, Roy,
Jana, Karen, Del, Keith, Jim, Dale, Kristen, Bob, Michael, Iris, Peter, Marge,
Kelly and Nanette).

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Gathering God, resolve conflicts in this community through your
righteousness and grace. Reconcile us to each other, making your good
news known even through our imperfections.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Continued....



Loving God, all who die in faith have life with you. We give you thanks for
the nearness of your salvation for all who have gone before us (especially
Roger).

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and
whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.

Offering



Offering Song..... “Great Are You Lord”

Offering Prayer

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.

All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our
gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our
neighbors, today and always.

Amen.

Thanksgiving at the Table

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and

the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

Distribution

We will be using the intinction method for distribution. You will be handed
bread and asked to dip the bread in the chalice. Gluten-free bread and
grape juice are available. Please make your way forward by the center
aisle, returning down the side. If mobility is a problem for you, please notify
an usher and you will be served at your seat.

Invitation to Communion
Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry,
come!



Communion Song.... "Oceans (Where Feet May Fail)”

Post Communion Prayer

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and
abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy
world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following
the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

Amen.

Blessing

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of
Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through
the interceding of the Spirit.

Amen.

The God of grace + bless you now and forever.

Amen.



Sending Hymn..... “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”
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1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we a - dore thee, God of glo-ry, Lord of love!
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav’n re - flect thy rays,
3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be-fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun  a - bove.
stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of wun - bro - ken praise.
well-spring of the  joy of liv - ing, o -cean-depthof hap - py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin  and sad - ness, drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-'ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth-er, all who live in love are thine;
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Giv - er of 1m - mor -tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee.
tecach us how to love each oth - er, lLift us to the joy di-vine!
Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922
Musgic: HYMN TO JOY, Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827, adapt.
Dismissal

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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