Sunday, August 16, 2026
== Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost

Introduction

In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for
all people and that God will gather the outcasts of Israel. The
Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, who
is unflinching in her request that Jesus heal her daughter. As
Jesus commends her bold faith, how might our church extend its
mission to those on the margins of society? In our gathering
around word and meal we receive strength to be signs of comfort,
healing, and justice for those in need.

Prelude... "All The People Said Amen”
Announcements

Preparation for Worship - Silent Prayer



Gathering Hymn.....

“All Are Welcome”
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1 Let us build a house where love can dwell and all  can safe - ly

4 Let us build a house where hands will reach be - yond the wood and

5 Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and vi - sions
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live, a place where saints and  chil - dren tell how
stone to heal and strength - en, serve and teach, and
heard and loved and trea - sured, taught and claimed as
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hearts learsn to  for - give. Built of hopes and dreams and
live the  Word they’ve known. Here the  out cast and  the
words with - 1n the Word. Built of tears and cries and
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vi - sions, rock of faith and vault of grace; here the love  of
strang -er bear the im - age of God’s face; let us bring an
laugh-ter, prayers of faith and songs of  grace, let this house pro-

N Refrain
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Christ shall end d - wvi - sions:
end to fear and dan - ger: All are wel - come,
claim from floor to raf - ter:
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all are wel-come, all are wel - come 1n this place.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen
Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave.. Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.



Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose compassion
endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we
cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you.
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to
dwell in your peace. In Christ’'s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “"Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God,
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in
God’s love.

Amen.

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who
call upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world
with compassion and constancy, that your name may be known
throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



Psalm 67—0 God, Let All The Nations Praise You

Refrain
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(0] God, let all the na - tions  praise _ you!

2-3 May God have pity on us and bless us, may he let his face
shine upon us. So may your way be known upon earth; among all
nations, your salvation.

5 May the nations be glad and exult because you rule the peoples
in equity; the nations on the earth you guide.

6, 8 May the people praise you, O God, may all the people praise
you! May God bless us, and may all the ends of the earth fear
him!

First Reading: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8

The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s
imminent intervention to save. Righteousness and obedience
define who belongs to the Israelite community—not race,
nationality, or any other category.

Thus says the LORD: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for
soon my salvation will come and my deliverance be revealed. And
the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to minister to
him, to love the name of the LORD, and to be his servants, all who
keep the Sabbath and do not profane it and hold fast my
covenant—these I will bring to my holy mountain and make them
joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their
sacrifices will be accepted on my altar, for my house shall be
called a house of prayer for all peoples. Thus says the Lord Gop,
who gathers the outcasts of Israel: I will gather others to them
besides those already gathered.

HERE ENDS THE READING.



Second Reading: Romans 11:1-23a, 29-32

God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are
irrevocable so that, while all have been disobedient, God has
mercy upon all,

I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself
am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe
of Benjamin. God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew.
For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Just as you
were once disobedient to God but have now received mercy
because of their disobedience, so also they have now been
disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they also
may now receive mercy. For God has imprisoned all in
disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.

HERE ENDS THE READING

Gospel: Matthew 15: [10-20] 21-28
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart
rather than outward religious observances. Almost immediately,
this teaching is tested when a woman considered to be a religious
outsider approaches him for help.

[Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and
understand: it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a
person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” Then
the disciples approached and said to him, "Do you know that the
Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” He
answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted
will be uprooted. Let them alone; they are blind guides of the
blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a
pit.” But Peter said to him, “"Explain this parable to us.” Then he
said, “Are you also still without understanding? Do you not see
that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach and goes
out into the sewer? But what comes out of the mouth proceeds
from the heart, and this is what defiles. For out of the heart come
evil intentions, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false



witness, slander. These are what defile a person, but to eat with
unwashed hands does not defile.”]

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and
Sidon. Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out
and started shouting, "Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my
daughter is tormented by a demon.” But he did not answer her at
all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, "Send her
away, for she keeps shouting after us.” He answered, “I was sent
only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came and
knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” He answered, “It is not
fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” She said,
“Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their
masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered her, *“Woman, great is your
faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was
healed from that moment.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Sermon Hymn...... "My Hope is Built on Nothing Less”
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1 My hope 1s built on noth-ing less than Je-sus’ blood and righ-teous-ness;
2 Whendark-ness veils his love-ly face, 1 rest on his un - chang-ing grace;
3 His oath, his cov - ¢ - nant, his blood sus - tainme in the rag - ing flood;
4  When he shall come with trum-pet sound, oh, may I then in him be found,
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no mer-it of my own I claim,but whol - ly lean on Je - sus’ name.
in ev-ry high and storm -y gale my an - chorholds with-in the veil.
when all sup-ports are washed a-way, he then is all my hope and stay.
clothed in his righ-teous-ness  a-lone, re - deemed to stand be - fore the throne!
Refrain
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sink -ing sand, all oth - er ground 18 sink - ing  sand.

Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alr.
Music: THE SOLID ROCK, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868



The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen

Prayers of Intercession
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in
need, and all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

For believers around the world who stream to your holy mountain, that all
be united in faith and harmony in the body of Christ. Let your church on
earth be a witness to the beloved community of your heavenly kingdom.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

For your wondrous creation, that it thrives and flourishes as you intend.
Raise up wise stewards to defend the natural world against carelessness
and destruction. Safeguard endangered species and their habitats.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.



For the nations of the world and all in authority, that they heed
the cry of the outcast and ensure care for the most vulnerable.
Give wisdom to leaders of countries, congregations, and
communities, that they lead and serve justly.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

For all who are lonely, grieving, or struggling with chronic pain,
that they find comfort, community, and hope. Send relief to all
who struggle with illness of any kind (especially Sylvia, Jeff and
Eric, Brian, Lizzy, Christi, Julia, Larry, Gene, Don, Angelika, Jenna,
Dave, Joy, Frank, Paul, Sandy, Robert, John, Tom, Robert, Matt,
Jeff, Sandy, Marilyn, Prestyn, Gene, Shirley, Roy, Jana, Karen,
Del, Dale, Regan, Roger, Kristen, Bob, Michael, Iris, Peter, Marge,
Kelly and Nanette).

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

For this congregation, for visitors and those new to this faith
community, that all may recognize the presence of Christ in each
new face. Draw this community together in love and strengthen it
in unwavering faith.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

For the saints before us whose work is done, that their faithful
example continues to direct your church. May their witness remind
us that your gifts and calling are irrevocable, whether in life or
death.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised.
All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.

Offering
Offering Song..... "Lord Be Glorified”

Offering Prayer

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us
take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation
can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

Amen.

Thanksgiving at the Table

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.



Distribution

We will be using the intinction method for distribution. You will be
handed bread and asked to dip the bread in the chalice. Gluten-
free bread and grape juice are available. Please make your way
forward by the center aisle, returning down the side. If mobility is
a problem for you, please notify an usher and you will be served
at your seat.

Invitation to Communion
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

Communion Song.... "One Bread, One Body”

Post Communion Prayer

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our
hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us
that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as
you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God, bless, heal, and hold
you today and always.

Amen.



Sending Hymn..... "Oh, For A Thousand Tongues To Sing”
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1 Oh, for a thou-sand tonguesto sing my great Re-deem -er’s praise,
2 My gra - cious Mas - ter and my God, as - sist me to  pro - claim,
3 The name of Je - sus charms our fears and bids our sor - rows

cease,
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the glo - ries of my God and king, the  tri-umphs of his grace!

to  spread through all the earth a - broad the hon-ors of your name.
sings mu - sic in the sin-ner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.

6 To God all glory, praise, and love
be now and ever giv'n
by saints below and saints above,

the church in earth and heav’n.
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.

Music: Azmon, Carl G. Gldser, 1784-1829; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

Dismissal

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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