Sunday, July 5, 2026
wm SIXth Sunday After Pentecost

Introduction

The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise
and intelligent. Jesus associates with those often excluded from
the religious community. Like Paul, we struggle with our own
selfish desires and seek God’s mercy and forgiveness. We gather
to be refreshed by Christ’s invitation: "Come to me, all you that
are weary.” Gathered around word, water, and meal, we find rest
for our souls.

Prelude... “Your Grace Is Enough”
Announcements

Preparation for Worship - Silent Prayer



Gathering Hymn..... "My Country 'Tis of Thee”
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1 My coun - try, tis of thee, sweet land of lib - er - ty,
2 My na - tive coun - f(ry, thee, land of the no - ble free,
3 Let mu - sic swell the breeze, and ring from all the trees
4 Qur fa - thers God, to thee, au - thor of lib - er-ty,
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of thee 1 sing: land where my  fa - thers died, land of the
thy name 1 love; I love thy rocks and rills, thy woods and
sweet free-dom’s song; let mor - tal tongues a - wake; let all that
to thee we  sing: long may our land be bright with free-dom’s
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pil - grims’pride, from ev - ’ry moun-tain - side let free-dom ring.

tem - pled hills; my heart with rap - ture thrills like that a - bove.
breathe par - take; let rocks their  si - lence break, the sound pro - long.
ho - ly light. Pro-tect us by thy might, great God, our king.

Text: Samuel F. Smith, 1808-1895
Music: NATIONAL ANTHEM, Thesaurus Musicus, London, 1744

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose compassion
endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we
cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you.
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to
dwell in your peace. In Christ’'s nhame we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “"Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God,



Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in
God’s love.
Amen.

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made
us for yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you.
Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and

serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Psalm 145—I Will Praise Your Name For Ever

Refrain
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I will praise your name for - ev - er, my  king and my  God.

8-9 The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and of great
kindness. The Lord is good to all and compassionate toward all his
works.

Refrain.

10-11 Let all your works give you thanks, O Lord, and let your
faithful ones bless you. Let them discourse of the glory of your
kingdom and speak of your might.

Refrain.

12-13 Let them make known your might to the children of Adam,
and the glorious speedor of your kingdom. Your kingdom is a
kingdom for all ages, and your dominion endures through all
generations.

Refrain.



First Reading: Zechariah 9:9-12

The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament
and prosperity. Because of God’s covenant with Israel, the people
are designated as “prisoners of hope.”

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter
Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you; triumphant and
victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal
of a donkey. He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war
horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he
shall command peace to the nations; his dominion shall be from
sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth. As for you
also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your
prisoners free from the waterless pit. Return to your stronghold,
O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore to you
double.

HERE ENDS THE READING.

Second Reading: Romans 7:15-25a

Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good
but do not do it and do things we know to be wrong. Through
Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a futile existence.

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want,
but I do the very thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I
agree that the law is good. But in fact it is no longer I who do it
but sin that dwells within me. For I know that the good does not
dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good
lies close at hand, but not the ability. For I do not do the good I
want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. Now if I do what I do
not want, it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me.
So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, euvil
lies close at hand. For I delight in the law of God in my inmost
self, but I see in my members another law at war with the law of
my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my
members. Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me from
this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our

Lord! HERE ENDS THE READING



Choir Anthem...... "America The Beautiful”

Gospel: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John
the Baptist. He thanks God that wisdom and intelligence are not needed to
receive what God has to offer.

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] “To what will I compare this generation?
It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,'We
played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not
mourn.” “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has
a demon’; the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a
glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom
is vindicated by her deeds.” Then he began to reproach the cities in which
most of his deeds of power had been done because they did not

repent. “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the deeds of
power done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have
repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I tell you, on the day of
judgment it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon than for you. And you,
Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? No, you will be brought down to
Hades. “For if the deeds of power done in you had been done in Sodom, it
would have remained until this day. But I tell you that on the day of
judgment it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom than for you.” At
that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and
have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious

will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the
Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. "Come to me, all
you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy,
and my burden is light.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Sermon Hymn...... "The Church of Christ, In Every Age”
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1 The church of Christ, in ev - ry age be - set by
3 Then let the ser - vant church a - rise, a car - ing
5 We have no mis - sion but to serve in full o -
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change, but Spir - it - led, must claim and test its
church that longs to be a part - ner n Christ’s
be - dience to our Lord; to care for all, with -
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her - 1 - tage and keep on ris - ing from the dead.
sac - ri - fice, and clothed in Christ’s hu - man - i - ty.
out re - serve, and spread his lib - er - at - 1ing word.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Music: WAREHAM, William Knapp, 1698-1768
Text © 1971 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, 1L 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen

Prayers of Intercession

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray
for the church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God our unity, your church flourishes in different languages,
cultures, and movements. Grant us wisdom to discern when our

yokes are too heavy, that we may live and serve in the freedom of
your rest.

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.



God our life-giver, we grieve the pains placed upon our common
home through war and neglect. What you have lovingly crafted,
guide us to lovingly tend.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God our freedom, you are no tyrant but bring peace. As this
nation marks its declaration of independence, teach us our part in
announcing peace for future generations.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God our comfort, liberate all in our community who are captive to
fear, who have become isolated or ill, or who are in any need
(especially Sylvia, Jeff, Eric, Brian, Lizzy, Christi, Betty, Julia,
Larry, Gene, Angelika, Gary, Jenna, Dave, Joy, Frank, Robert,
John, Tom, Robert, Matt, Jeff, Sandy, Marilyn, Barbara, Prestyn,
Gene, Shirley, Roy, Jana, Karen, Del, Dale, Regan, Roger, Frank,
Kristen, Bob, Michael, Iris, Peter, Marge and Kelly).

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God our guide, we do not always have the strength to do the good
we wish to do. Free us from the cycles of violence that bind us,
that all know your liberation.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God our home, you model freedom through the love shared across
communities of trust and goodwill. As we remember those now
gone to eternal rest (especially Michael), we thank you for the
gifts of life together.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.



Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your
goodness, we cast all our cares upon you, through the abundant
grace of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.

Offering
Offering Song..... “Great Are You Lord”

Offering Prayer

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us
take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation
can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

Amen.

Thanksgiving at the Table

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever.

Amen.

Distribution

We will be using the intinction method for distribution. You will be
handed bread and asked to dip the bread in the chalice. Gluten-
free bread and grape juice are available. Please make your way
forward by the center aisle, returning down the side. If mobility is
a problem for you, please notify an usher and you will be served
at your seat.

Invitation to Communion
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

Communion Song.... "Oceans (Where Feet May Fail)”

Post Communion Prayer

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our
hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us
that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as
you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God, bless, heal, and hold
you today and always.

Amen.



Sending Hymn..... "Just a Closer Walk with Thee”

Refrain
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Just a clos-er walk with thee, grant it, Je-sus,is my plea;
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dai - lywalk-ing close to thee, let it be, dear Lord, let 1t be.
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11 am weak but thou art strong: Je - sus, keep me from all wrong;

2 Through this world of toil and snares,

if I

fal - ter, Lord, who cares?

3 When my fee-ble life is o’er, time for me will be no more;
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'l be sat-is-fied as long as I walk, let me walk close to thee.

Who with me my bur-den
guide me gent-ly, safe-ly

Text: North American traditional

shares? None but thee,

o'er

Music: CLOSER WALK, North American traditional

Dismissal

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

to thy king

dear Lord, none but thee.
- domshore, to

thy shore.
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