Sunday, July 12, 2026
Seventh Sunday After Pentecost

Introduction

God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth
vegetation. It is also like the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our
lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from what appears to be little,
dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are fed
with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world.

Prelude... "Blessed Be Your Name”
Announcements

Preparation for Worship - Silent Prayer



Gathering Hymn

“Gather Us In”
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1 Here in this place the new light is stream-ing, now 1s the dark - ness
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys -try, we are the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the
4 Not in the dark of build-ings con-fin - ing, not iIn some heav - en,
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van - ished a - way;
yearn for your face;
bread of new birth,
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here you shall call
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fears and our dream-ings

all of his - try,

sons and your daugh-ters,

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL. 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

light years a - way— here in this place the new light 1s shin - ing,
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a-new to be salt for the earth.
now is the king - dom, and now is the day.
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Gath-er us 1, the lost and for -sak - en, gath-er us 1in, the
Gath-er us 1in, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er us in, the
Give us to drink the wine of com-pas-sion, give us to eat the
Gath-er us in and hold us for-ev - er, gath-er us in  and
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blind and the lame; call to us now, and we shall a - wak -en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so  meek and so low -1y,
bread that 1is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er us in, all peo-ples to - geth -er,
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.




Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot
free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy
and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In
Christ’'s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “"Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, + Son, and
Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.

Amen.

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By
your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow
in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Psalm 65—The Seed That Falls On Good Ground

Refrain
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The seed thatfallson good ground will yield a fruit-ful  har-vest.

10 You have visited the land and watered it; greatly you have enriched it.
God’s water courses are filled; you have prepared the grain.
Refrain.

11 Thus have you prepared the land; drenching its furrows, breaking up its
clods, softening it with showers, blessing it yield.
Refrain.



12-13 You have crowned the year with your bounty, and your paths overflow
with a rich harvest; The untilled meadows overflow with it, and rejoicing
clothes the hills.

Refrain.

14 The fields are garmented with flocks and the valleys blanketed with
grain. They shout and sing for joy.
Refrain.

First Reading: Isaiah 55:10-13

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing
precipitation. Their return to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on
by singing mountains and by trees that clap their hands.

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return
there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that
goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall
accomplish that which I purpose and succeed in the thing for which I sent
it. For you shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; the mountains and
the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall
clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of
the brier shall come up the myrtle, and it shall be to the LorD for a
memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

HERE ENDS THE READING.

Second Reading: Romans 8:1-11

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to
accomplish what the law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from
its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now empowers proper actions and values
in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life.

Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ

Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from
the law of sin and of death. For God has done what the law, weakened by
the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful
flesh and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to
the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the
flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according
to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on
the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For



this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not
submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, and those who are in the flesh
cannot please God. But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since
the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of
Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead
because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of
him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ
Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his
Spirit that dwells in you.

HERE ENDS THE READING



Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew

Glory to you, O Lord.

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “"sow the seed” of God’s
word by proclaiming the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.”
Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good news produces
different results in those who hear.

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such
great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there,
while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things in
parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some
seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell
on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up
quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were
scorched, and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell
among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell
on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some
thirty. If you have ears, hear!”

“Hear, then, the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snhatches away
what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what
was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and
immediately receives it with joy, yet such a person has no root but endures
only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the
word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was sown among
thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of this age and
the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what
was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands
it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another
sixty, and in another thirty.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Sermon Hymn...... "God, Whose Farm Is All Creation”
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1 God, whose farm is all cre - a - tion, take the grat - 1 -
2 Take our plow -ing, seed - ing, reap - ing, hopes and fears of
3 All  our la - bor, all our watch -ing, all  our cal - en -
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tude we  give; take  the fin - est of our har - vest,
sun and rain, all our think - 1ing, plan - ning, wait - ing,
dar of care in  these crops of your cre - a - tion,
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crops we grow that we may live.
rip - ened in this  fruit  and grain.
take, O God: they are our prayer.

Text: John Arlott, 1914-1991

Music: HARVEST GIFTS, Larry J. Long, b. 1954

Text © Trustees of the late John Arlott, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Music © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.



The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen

Prayers of Intercession
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God our gardener, you scatter grace like seed across the world. Continue to
cultivate the garden of your church with your abundant Spirit.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God our joy, your bountiful creation reflects your commitment to life
despite our actions disregarding its wonder. We look toward Isaiah’s vision,
when all creation rejoices, and the trees will clap for joy at your salvation.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God our life, you give us the same Spirit by which you raised Christ from
the dead. Set our minds on that Spirit whenever fear or condemnation
overwhelm throughout the world.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.



God our host and table, we pray for children who hunger and rely on school
meals, for all who toil under the hot sun without refreshment, for the
chronically ill who have exhausted their resources, and for local concerns.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God our source, tend this assembly with your grace throughout this
summer season. May those who travel for work or recreation do so safely,
and may visitors find refreshment among us.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We give you thanks that the roots of your goodness run deep throughout
history. We remember those saints who have gone before us in faith,
especially Carrie and Betty.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast
all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.

Offering
Offering Song..... “You Are My All In All”

Offering Prayer

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take
heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste
your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit
abiding with us now and forever.

Amen.



Thanksgiving at the Table

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.

Distribution

We will be using the intinction method for distribution. You will be handed
bread and asked to dip the bread in the chalice. Gluten-free bread and
grape juice are available. Please make your way forward by the center
aisle, returning down the side. If mobility is a problem for you, please notify
an usher and you will be served at your seat.

Invitation to Communion
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

Communion Song.... "Hungry (Falling On My Knees)”

Post Communion Prayer

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are
filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this
holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask
this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
Amen.



Blessing

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God, bless, heal, and hold you

today and always.
Amen.

Sending Hymn..... “"For The Fruit Of All Creation”
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1 For the fruit of all cre - a - tion, thanks be to God.
2 In the just re - ward of la- bor, God’s will is done.
3 For the har-vests of the Spir-it,  thanks be to  God.
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For these gifts to ev - ’ry na - tion, thanks be to  God.
In the help we give  our neigh-bor, God’s will 1s  done.
For the good we  all in-her - it,  thanks be to  God.
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For the plow-ing, sow-ing,reap-ing, si- lent growth while we are sleep-ing,
In our world-wide task of car-ing for the hun - gry and de - spair-ing,
For the won - ders that as-tound us, for the truths that still con-found us,
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fu - ture needs mm  earth’s safe-keep-ing, thanks be to God.
in the har- vests we are shar-ing, God’s will is done.
most of all, that love  has found us, thanks be to God.
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Music: AR HYD 'Y NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Strecam, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Dismissal

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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