Sunday, May 3, 2026
== Fifth Sunday of Easter

Introduction

As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel
includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to prepare a place for his
followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to
share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a
holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of
darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the
risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life.

Prelude... "God Is Good All The Time/
Celebrate The Lord Of Love”

Announcements

Preparation for Worship - Silent Prayer



“Shout To The Lord”

Gathering Hymn.....
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My Je - sus, my Sav-ior, Lord, there is none like you.
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All of my days I want to praise  the won-ders of your might-y  love.
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My com - fort, my shel-ter, tow-er of ref - uge and strength;
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nev-er cease to wor-ship you.

let ev-"ry breath,

all that I am
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Shout to the Lord, all the earth; let us sing

pow-er and maj - es-ty, praise

Noth -ing com - pares
Text: Darlene Zschech, b. 1965

Music: SHOUT TO THE LORD, Darlene Zschech
Text and music © 1993 Darlene Zschech/Hillseng Publishing, admin. in U.S. and Canada by Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP),

c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695.
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to the King. Moun-tains bow down and the seas will roar  at the
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sound of your name. I sing for joy at the work of your hands;
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for - ev-er I'll love you, for - ev - er I'll stand.
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Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and,
for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the
life. Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his
commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for
he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.



Psalm 31 Father, Into Your Hands

Refrain
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I com - mend my spir - it

2,6 In you, O Lord, I take refuge; let me never be put to
shame. In your justice rescue me. Into your hands I
commend my spirit; you will redeem me, O Lord, O faithful
God.

Refrain.

17, 25 Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in
your kindness. Take courage and be stouthearted, all you
who hope in the Lord.

Refrain.



First Reading: Acts 7:55-60

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to
serve tables so that the apostles could be free to serve the word
(Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however.
For his preaching of God’s word, he becomes the first martyr of
the faith.

Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw
the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of

God. “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of
Man standing at the right hand of God!” But they covered their
ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. Then
they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him, and the
witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named

Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud
voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said
this, he died.

HERE ENDS THE READING.

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10

Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation
of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy people who continuously
celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through
Jesus Christ.

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it
you may grow into salvation if indeed you have tasted that the
Lord is good. Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by
mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and like living
stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: "See, I am laying in Zion a
stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes
in him will not be put to shame.” This honor, then, is for you who
believe, but for those who do not believe, "The stone that the
builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” and “A
stone that makes them stumble and a rock that makes them fall.”



They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were
destined to do. But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the
excellence of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are
God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you
have received mercy.

HERE ENDS THE READING.

Choir Anthem... "A Servant in Your Heavenly House”
by Pepper Choplin

Gospel: John 14:1-14

The Holy Gospel according to St. John

Glory to you, O Lord.

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words
with his disciples. As the one through whom God is known, he
promises to go before them and act on their behalf.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] "Do not let your hearts be troubled.
Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father’s house there are
many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that
I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for
you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I
am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place
where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know
where you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to
him, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my
Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”
Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be
satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time,
Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has
seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you
not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The
words that I say to you I do not speak on my own, but the Father
who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the



Father and the Father is in me, but if you do not, then believe
because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one
who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact,
will do greater works than these, because I am going to the
Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father
may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for
anything, I will do it.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Sermon Hymn...... "I Received the Living God”

Refrain
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I re-ceived the liv-ing God, and my heart is full of joy.
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I re-ceived the liv-ing God, and my heart 1s full of  joy.
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1 Je-sus said: I am the bread, knead-ed long to give you life;
2 Je-sus said: I am the way, and my Fa - ther longs for  you;
3 Je-sus said: I am the truth; come and fol - low close to me.
4 Je-sus said: I am the Ilife, far from whom no thing can  grow,
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you who will  par-take of me need not ev - er fear to die.
SO come to bring you home to be one with us a new.
You will know me in your heart, and my word shall make you free.
but re - ceive this hiv - ing bread, and my Spir - it  you shall know.

Text: Anonymous
Music: LIVING GOD, Anonymous




The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen

Prayers of Intercession
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem
our broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the
cornerstone. Inspire lay leaders, deacons, pastors, and bishops to
proclaim forgiveness and your steadfast love to all whom they
encounter.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and
seas, mountains and valleys. Protect all you have made from the
ravages of pollution and climate disaster.

Lord, in your mercy,



hear our prayer.

God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies
to be instruments of peace and justice. Guide political leaders and
organizations to be agents of compassion, and raise up advocates
for those who seek refuge and assistance.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who
grieve, provide for any in need, and comfort those who are sick
(We pray especially for Jeff, Eric, Brian, Lizzy, Christi, Julia, Larry,
Katie, Gene, Angelika, Jenna, Dave, Joy, Frank, Dick, Robert,
John, Tom, Pr. Robert, Matt, Jeff, Sandy, Barbara, Prestyn, Gene,
Linda, Roy, Jana, Del, Regan, Geri, Kristen, Chris, Bob, Michael,
Iris, Peter, Marge and Kelly). Instill caregivers with a sense of
purpose to be your healing hands in this world. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual
support and to witness to your love in the world. Make your
presence known among those unable to attend worship today.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your
people, so that we are never separated from you. We give you
thanks for the faithful departed who witnessed to your mighty acts
in word and deed (We pray especially for John, Kathie, Scott and
Mary).

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.



God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim
the good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ,
our risen Savior.

Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.

Offering
Offering Song..... “Firm Foundation”

Offering Prayer

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you
glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body
and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and
bless the world you love.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

Thanksgiving at the Table

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever.

Amen.

Distribution

We will be using the intinction method for distribution. You will be
handed bread and asked to dip the bread in the chalice. Gluten-
free bread and grape juice are available. Please make your way
forward by the center aisle, returning down the side. If mobility is
a problem for you, please notify an usher and you will be served
at your seat.

Invitation to Communion
Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.

Communion Song.... "I Will Rise”

Post Communion Prayer

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to
anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to
the nations.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.



Blessing

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the
firstborn of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.

Sending Hymn..... "Christ Is Alive, Let Christians Sing”
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1 Christ 1is a - live! Let Chris-tians sing.  The cross  stands
3 In ev - ry mn - sult, rift, and war, where col - or,
5 Christ 1s a - live, and comes to  bring good news to
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emp - ty to the sky. Let streets and homes with
scorn, or wealth di - wvide, Christ suf - fers still, yet
this and ev - 1y age, till earth  and sky and
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prais - es ring. Love, drowned in death, shall nev - er die.
loves the more, and lives, where e - ven hope has died.
o - cean rng with joy, with jus - tice, love, and  praise.
Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: TRURO, T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789
Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Dismissal

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God.



	Sunday, May 3, 2026 Fifth Sunday of Easter
	Introduction
	Prelude… “God Is Good All The Time/
	Celebrate The Lord Of Love”
	Announcements
	Preparation for Worship – Silent Prayer
	Gathering Hymn….. “Shout To The Lord”
	Confession and Forgiveness
	Prayer of the Day
	The Lord be with you.
	And also with you.
	Glory to you, O Lord.
	The Gospel of the Lord.
	Praise to you, O Christ.
	Sermon
	The Apostles’ Creed
	Amen
	Prayers of Intercession
	Offering
	Invitation to Communion
	Post Communion Prayer


