Sunday, May 17, 2026
== Seventh Sunday of Easter

Introduction

In these days between Ascension and Pentecost, we gather with
the disciples in the upper room, waiting for the Spirit to transform
the church around the world. In today’s gospel Jesus prays for his
followers and for their mission in his name. Amid religious, social,
and economic divisions, we seek the unity that Jesus had with his
Father. Made one in baptism, we go forth to live our faith in the
world, eager for the unity that God intends for the whole human
family.

Prelude... "Blessed Be Your Name”
Announcements

Preparation for Worship - Silent Prayer



Gathering Hymn..... "Bind Us Together”
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1.There is on-ly one God.___ There is on - ly one King.
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That is why we can sing.
You are the glo - rious new wine.
Text: Bob Gillman, b. 1946 BIND US TOGETHER
6776 and relrain

Music:

Bob Gillman, b, 1946

© 1977 Thankyou Music, admin, (in Western Hemisphere) Integriny's Hosanna! Music



Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and,
for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and
ascended to your right hand. Unite us with Christ and each other
in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be drawn into your
bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.



Psalm 68—God, In Your Goodness

Refrain
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God, in__your good - ness, _ you have made a  home for the poor.

4-5 The just rejoice and exult before God; they are glad
and rejoice. Sing to God, chant praise to his name; whose
name is the Lord.

Refrain.

6-7 The father of orphans and the defender of widows is
God in his holy dwelling. God gives a home to the
forsaken; he leads forth prisoners to prosperity.
Refrain.

10-11 A bountiful rain you showered down, O God, upon
your inheritance; you restored the land when it
languished; your flock settled in it; in your goodness, O
God, you provided it for the needy.

Refrain.



First Reading: Acts 1:6-14

Today’s reading is part of the introduction to the narrative of the
outpouring of the Spirit on Pentecost. These verses tell of the
risen Lord’s conversation with his disciples on the eve of his
ascension, in which he promises that they will receive the power
of the Holy Spirit.

When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus],
“Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to
Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods
that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were watching,
he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he
was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two
men in white robes stood by them. They said, "Men of Galilee,
why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way
as you saw him go into heaven.” Then they returned to Jerusalem
from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath
day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to
the room upstairs where they were staying: Peter, and John, and
James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and
Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and
Judas son of James. All these were constantly devoting
themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including
Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.

HERE ENDS THE READING.



Second Reading: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11

Our faith in Christ does not make us immune from the scorn of
others. Nevertheless, we are to resist the designs of evil when we
experience disparagement from others because we trust God’s
grace will strengthen and guide us.

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking
place among you to test you, as though something strange were
happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s
sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when
his glory is revealed. If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you
are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God,
is resting on you. Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty
hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. Cast all your
anxiety on him, because he cares for you. Discipline yourselves;
keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls
around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in
your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the
world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. And after you
have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has
called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore,
support, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the power
forever and ever. Amen.

HERE ENDS THE READING.

Choir Anthem...... “On Eagles Wings”



Gospel: John 17:1-11
The Holy Gospel according to St. John

Glory to you, O Lord.

On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his heavenly
Father, asking that those who continue his work in this world will
live in unity.

After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples,] he looked
up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your
Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him
authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have
given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. I glorified
you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So
now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I
had in your presence before the world existed. “I have made your
name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They
were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your
word. Now they know that everything you have given me is from
you, for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and
they have received them and know in truth that I came from you,
and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their
behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world but on behalf of
those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are
yours, and yours are mine, and I have been glorified in them. And
now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I
am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that
you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Sermon Hymn...... "I Come With Joy”
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love laid down for me, in love laid down for me.
Christ’s com-mu - nion bread, in  Christ’s com-mu - mon bread.
love that makes us one, the love that makes us one.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936

Music: DOVE OF PEACE, W. Walker, Southern Harmonyv, 1835
Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



Baptism of Michelle CaBounty

PRESENTATION

P: In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and
death by joining us to the death and resurrection of our Lord
Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; by water
and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and made
members of the church, the body of Christ. Living with Christ and
in the communion of saints, we grow in faith, love, and obedience
to the will of God.

P: Michelle LaBounty, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the
grace and love of God, do you desire to be baptized into Christ?
R: I do.

P: Sponsors, do you promise to nurture this person in the
Christian faith as you are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help
her live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the
church?

R: I do.

P: People of God, do you promise to support Michelle and pray
for her in her new life in Christ?
C: We do.

The assembly stands.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and
confess the faith of the church.

P: Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
C: I renounce them.

P: Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against
God?

C: I renounce them.

P: Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?



@]

: I renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?

: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

: I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: Blessed are you, holy God. You are the creator of the waters of
the earth. You are the fire of rebirth. You poured out your Spirit
on your people Israel. You breathe life into our dry bones. Your
Son Jesus promised to send the Spirit to us that the world may
know your peace and truth.



Pour out your Holy Spirit and breathe new life into those who are
here baptized. By your Spirit adopt us all as your children,
through our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The assembly may be seated

BAPTISM

P: Michelle, I baptize you in the name of the Father,
and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

P: Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy
Spirit you give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them
from sin, and raise them to eternal life.

P: Sustain Michelle with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the
spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in
your presence, both now and forever.

C: Amen.

P: Michelle, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit
and marked with the cross of Christ forever.
C: Amen.

WELCOME
P: Let your light so shine before others that they may see your
good works and glorify your Father in heaven.

P: Let us welcome the newly baptized.

C: We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the
mission we share: join us in giving thanks and praise to
God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all
the world.



Prayers of Intercession
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem
our broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

O God, your people sing praises throughout the church. By your
Holy Spirit, inspire musicians, deacons, pastors, and bishops to
proclaim the gospel of Jesus. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Your creative power fills the universe. Bring favorable weather,
nurture plants and animals, protect us from natural disasters, and
guide us to care for all you have made.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Your justice is exercised in society by those in authority. Instill in
political leaders, business leaders, school administrators, and all
who care for others a desire for peace and equity.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Your compassion and care come through the gifts of medicine and
relationships. Soothe the anxious, protect widows and orphans,
comfort those living with memory loss and their families, and heal
the sick (We pray especially for Jeff, Eric, Brian, Lizzy, Christi,
Julia, Larry, Gene, Angelika, Jenna, Dave, Joy, Frank, Robert,
John, Tom, Pr. Robert, Matt, Jeff, Sandy, Barbara, Prestyn, Gene,
Shirley, Roy, Jana, Del, Regan, Geri, Frank, Kristen, Chris, Bob,
Michael, Iris, Peter, Marge and Kelly).

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.



Your love radiates from communities gathered in your name. Bless
those experiencing significant transitions in life such as
graduation, retirement, new employment, and accompany us in
our prayers during these times.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O God, your promise of eternal life is certain and sure. Inspire us
by the steadfast faith of those who have gone before us, so that
we may be confident in the assurances you give.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim
the good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ,
our risen Savior.

Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.

Offering
Offering Song..... “Jesus, Name Above All Names”

Offering Prayer

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you
glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body
and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and
bless the world you love.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.



Thanksgiving at the Table

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever.

Amen.

Distribution

We will be using the intinction method for distribution. You will be
handed bread and asked to dip the bread in the chalice. Gluten-
free bread and grape juice are available. Please make your way
forward by the center aisle, returning down the side. If mobility is
a problem for you, please notify an usher and you will be served
at your seat.

Invitation to Communion
Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.

Communion Song.... '"Do This In Memory Of Me”



Post Communion Prayer

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to
anxious hearts,

to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

Blessing

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the
firstborn of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.



Sending Hymn..... "Thine The Amen”
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thine the ev - er - last-ing head thine the  break-ing of the bread
thine the vi - sion thine the tree all the earth on bend-ed knee
thine the riv - er thine the tree then the Lamb e - ter - nal - ly
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thine the glo - ry thine the sto - ry thine the  har - vest then the cup
gone the nail-ing gone the rail -ing gone the  plead-ing gone the cry
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thine the vine-yard then the cup is lift-ed wp  lift - ed up.
gone the sigh-ing gone the dy - ing what was loss  lift -ed  high.
thine the splen-dor thine the bright-ness on - ly thee on - ly thee.
Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926
Music: THINE, Carl F. Schalk, b, 1929
Text and music © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House. admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Dismissal

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



