
Sunday, April 5, 2026  
Easter Sunday 
8:00am and 10:00am 

 
Introduction 
This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through 
him all creation is made new! Indeed, “God shows no partiality” 
(Acts 10:34): Christ’s resurrection truly brings life to everyone. 
We sing hymns of praise, gather around sacred words, and 
proclaim God’s faithfulness, power, and love in the feast of holy 
communion. With the women at the tomb, we are astonished, 
elated, and grateful. We depart with joy to proclaim the good 
news of God’s endless love. 
 
Prelude…… “Thank You Lord” 
 
Announcements 
 
Preparation for Worship – Silent Prayer 
 
Christ is Risen! 
Christ is Risen Indeed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Opening Hymn…… “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
  



Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God,  
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.   
Amen.  
Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, 
for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained 
minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
Amen.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayer of the Day 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for 
our redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us 
from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we 
may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Psalm 118 This Is The Day 
 
Refrain 

 
 
1-2 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his mercy endures 
forever. Let the house of Israel say, “His mercy endures for ever.”  
Refrain. 
 
16-17 “The right hand of the Lord has struck with power; the right 
hand of the Lord is exalted. I shall not die, but live, and declare 
the works of the Lord.”  
Refrain. 
 
22-23 The stone which the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone. By the Lord has this been done; it is wonderful in our 
eyes.  
Refrain. 
 
First Reading: Acts 10:34-43 
Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman 
army officer, is a summary of the essential message of 
Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose life, death, 
and resurrection fulfilled the words of the prophets, receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name. 
Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly 
understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation 
anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to 



him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all.  That message 
spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism 
that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 
the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good 
and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 
him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but 
God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to 
all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, 
and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He 
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is 
the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All 
the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
HERE ENDS THE READING. 
 
Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-4 
Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for Christ. 
His resurrection reshapes the entire focus and motivation for our 
lives since we are now hidden with the risen Christ in God. 
If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your 
minds on the things that are above, not on the things that are on 
earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will 
be revealed with him in glory. 
HERE ENDS THE READING. 
 
8:00am service 
Special Music….. “Because He Lives” 
 
10:00am service 
Choir Anthem……. “Hallelujah! Resurrection Day!”  
 



Gospel: Matthew 28:1-10 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two women are 
sent by an angel to proclaim the good news: Jesus is risen! 
After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And 
suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord, 
descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat 
on it. His appearance was like lightning and his clothing white as 
snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead 
men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I 
know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not 
here, for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place 
where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been 
raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to 
Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” So 
they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to tell 
his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And 
they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then 
Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers and 
sisters to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Message…….Pastor Shari Bernau 
 
Sermon…….Pastor Mark Rossman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sermon Hymn…… “The Day of Resurrection” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 

made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary  
and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayers of Intercession 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem 
our broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 
A brief silence. 
Risen Savior, you have conquered death and opened the gates of 
everlasting life. Dispel our doubts and fears and renew our faith 
and hope in you.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Life-giving God, the created world rejoices in Christ’s victory over 
death. May all the earth be renewed by the light of Jesus’ 
resurrection, and may we be faithful stewards of all you have 
made.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Sovereign God, let the nations acknowledge your reign of justice 
and truth. Where violence, oppression, and corruption hold sway, 
pour out your holy and life-giving Spirit to transform and redeem.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Gentle Shepherd, like the women at the empty tomb, many grieve 
or feel lost and afraid. Draw near to those who are ill or in pain 
pain (especially Jeff, Eric, Brian, Lizzy, Christi, Debbie, Larry, 
Katie, Gene, Angelika, Jenna, Dave, Joy, Frank, John, Dick, Tricia, 
Robert, John, Tom, Liam, Matt, Jason, Prestyn, Gene, Shirley, 
Roy, Jana, Kathie, Del, Regan, Geri, Kristen, Bob, Michael, Iris, 
Peter, Marge and Kelly).Reveal yourself to them as the Risen One.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Faithful God, we thank you for the living hope you give us through 
Christ’s resurrection. Bless this community, that we may boldly 
proclaim Christ’s victory over death in word and deed.  



Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.  
 
 
 
Eternal One, we give thanks for all who have died (especially 
Rebecca). and now share in the joy of your resurrection. Bring us, 
with them, to the unending feast of your victory. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim 
the good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, 
our risen Savior. 
Amen. 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Offering 

Offering Hymn…… “Holy And Anointed One” 

Offering Prayer 
Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you 
glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 
when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body 
and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and 
bless the world you love. 
In the name of Jesus, 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



Thanksgiving at the Table 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever.  
Amen. 
 

Distribution 
We will be using the intinction method for distribution. You will be 
handed bread and asked to dip the bread in the chalice. Gluten-
free bread and grape juice are available. Please make your way 
forward by the center aisle, returning down the side. If mobility is 
a problem for you, please notify an usher and you will be served 
at your seat. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 
 
Communion Hymn…….. “How Great Is The Love” 
 



Post Communion Prayer 
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us 
and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to 
anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to 
the nations. 
In the name of Jesus, 
Amen. 
 
Blessing 
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us 
and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to 
anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to 
the nations. 
In the name of Jesus, 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sending Hymn…… “Thine is the Glory” 
 

 
 

Dismissal 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. 
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