Friday, April 3, 2026
#= G0o0d Friday

THE SERVICE OF TENEBRAE . . . is a very ancient liturgy
that grew from the commemoration of the passion of our Lord.
The scriptural account of the passion was originally read by
deacons of the church and later, in the Middle Ages, by monastic
choirs. The most significant factor of the Tenebrae is the gradual
extinguishing of the lights and candles in the nave and on the
altar. The bare altar, the unvested furnishings and the darkness
emphasize together the starkness of the event surrounding the
crucifixion of Jesus Christ.

THERE IS NO BENEDICTION TODAY . . . because this is
only the second part of a larger worship service known as the
Triduum, which make up the three sacred days of Holy Week—
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. During these three days we
witness the somber celebration of the Lord's Last Supper, the
hideous death of our Savior on the cross, and finally the joy of the
Easter Resurrection. It is with that resurrection that our service is
complete and we can receive the parting blessing of our Lord and
God in the words of the benediction. Our Easter Service will be
held at 6:30am, 8:00am and 10:00am as well as online at
10:00am: www.lwlcaz.org/videos.

Silent Prayer

Self-Reflection

During this time, please use the sheets provided to write your
personal reflection to God concerning the actions in our lives
which may have been offensive to God.

Our Confession

At this time all are invited to come forward to nail our sin-filled
confession to the cross.


http://www.lwlcaz.org/videos

Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, look with loving mercy on your family, for whom
our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given over
to the hands of sinners, and to suffer death on the cross; who now
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever
and ever.

Amen.

Choir Anthem..... “What Wondrous Love is This”
arr. Eugene Oldham

The Shadow of Desertion

The Holy Gospel......John 18:1-3

(Jesus) went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley to a
place where there was a garden which he and his disciples
entered. Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place,
because Jesus often met there with his disciples. So Judas brought
a detachment of soldiers together with police from the chief
priests and the Pharisees, and they came there with lanterns and
torches and weapons.

The Bidding Prayer
Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy church throughout
the world.

Silent Prayer
Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glory to all
nations in Jesus Christ. Guide the work of the Church. Help it to
preserve faith, proclaim your name, and bring salvation to people
everywhere. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



The Shadow of Betrayal & Denial

The Holy Gospel......John 18:4-27

Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him, came forward
and asked them, "Whom are you looking for?” They answered,
“Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus replied, "I am he, * Judas, who
betrayed him, was standing with them. When Jesus said to them,
“I am he,” they dropped back and fell to the ground. Again he
asked them, "Whom are you looking for?” And they said, “Jesus of
Nazareth.” Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. So if you are
looking for me, let these men go.” This was to fulfill the word that
he had spoken, “I did not lose a single one of those whom you
gave me.” Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the
high priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear. The slave’s name was
Malchus. Jesus said to Peter, “"Put your sword back into its sheath.
Am I not to drink the cup that the Father has given me?” So the
soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and
bound him. First they took him to Annas, who was the father-in-
law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. Simon Peter and
another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known to
the high priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high
priest, but Peter was standing outside at the gate. So the other
disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out, spoke to the
woman who guarded the gate, and brought Peter in. The woman
said to Peter, “You are not also one of this man’s disciples are
you?” He said, "I am not.” Now the slaves and the police had
made a charcoal fire because it was cold, and they were standing
around it and warming themselves. Peter also was standing with
them and warming himself. Then the high priest questioned Jesus
about his disciples and about his teaching. Jesus answered, "I
have spoken openly to the world; I have always taught in
synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews come together.
I have said nothing in secret. Why do you ask me? Ask those who
heard what I said to them; they know what I said.” When he had
said this, one of the police standing nearby struck Jesus on the
face, saying, “Is that how you answer the high priest?” Jesus
answered, “If I have spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong. But if I
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have spoken rightly, why do you strike me?” Then Annas sent him
bound to Caiaphas the high priest. Now Simon Peter was standing
and warming himself. They asked him, “You are not also one of
his disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, "I am not.” One of
the slaves of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear
Peter had cut off, asked, “"Did I not see you in the garden with
him?” Again Peter denied it, and at that moment the cock crowed.

“Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed”
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when God, the might - y mak - er, died for his own crea-tures’ sin.
dis - solve my heart in thank-ful-ness, and melt my eyes to tears.
here, Lord, I give my-self a- way: ’tis all that I can do.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.
Music: MARTYRDOM, Hugh Wilson, 1764-1824

The Bidding Prayer
Let us pray for those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ.

Silent Prayer
Almighty and eternal God, enable those who do not acknowledge
Christ to receive the truth of the Gospel. Help us, our people, to
grow in love for one another, to grasp more fully the mystery of
the Godhead, and so to become more perfect witnesses of your
love in the sight of all people. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.



The Shadow of the Trial

The Holy Gospel.......John 18:28—19:1-17

Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters.
Pilate went out to them and said, "What accusation do you bring
against this man?” They answered, “If this man were not a
criminal, we would not have handed him over to you.” Pilate said
to them, “Take him yourselves and judge him according to your
law.” The Jews replied, "We are not permitted to put anyone to
death.” Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned
Jesus, and asked him “Are you the King of the Jews? What have
you done?” Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not of this world. If
my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting
to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. Pilate asked him,
“So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king.
For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to
the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”
After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told
them, “I find no case against him. But you have a custom that I
release someone for you at the Passover. Do you want me to
release for you the King of the Jews?” They shouted in reply, "Not
his man, but Barabbas?” Now Barabbas was bandit. Then Pilate
took Jesus and had him flogged. And the soldiers wove a crown of
thorns and put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple
robe. They kept saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and striking him
on the face. Pilate went out again and said to them, “look, I am
bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no case against
him" So, Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the
purple robe. Pilate said to them, Here is the man!" When the chief
priests and the police saw him, they shouted, “Crucify him! Crucify
him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him; I
find no case against him.” The Jews answered him, "We have a
law, and according to that law he ought to die because he has
claimed to be the Son of God.” Now Pilate heard this, he was more
afraid than ever. He entered his headquarters again and asked
Jesus, “where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer.
Pilate therefore said to him, "Do you refuse to speak to me? Do
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you not know that I have power to release you, and power to
crucify you?” Jesus answered him, “You would have no power over
me unless it had been given you from above: Therefore the one
who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.” From then
on Pilate tried to release him and the Jews cried out, “If you
release this man, you are no friend of the emperor. Everyone who
claims to be a king sets himself against the emperor.” When Pilate
heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the
judge’s bench. Now it was the day of Preparation for the Passover;
and it was about noon. He said to the Jews, “Here is your King!”
They cried out, “"Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!”
Pilate asked them, "Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests
answered, "We have no king but he emperor.” Then he handed
him over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus; and carrying
the cross by himself, he went out to what is called The Place of
the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha.



“"When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Music: HAMBURG, Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

The Bidding Prayer

Let us pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear the word of
God.

Silent Prayer
Almighty and eternal God, long ago you gave your promise to
Abraham and his posterity. Hear the prayers of your Church that
the people you first made your own may arrive with us at the
fullness of redemption through your Word. We ask this through
Christ our Lord.
Amen



The Shadow of the Crucifixion & Death

The Holy Gospel.......John 19:18-30

There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either
side, with Jesus between them. Pilate also had an inscription
written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King
of the Jews.” Many of the Jews read this inscription, because the
place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was
written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. Then the chief priests of
the Jews said to Pilate, “"Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but,
This man said, I am King of the Jews.” Pilate answered, "What 1
have written I have written.” When the soldiers had crucified
Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four parts, one
for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was
seamless, woven in one piece from the top. So they said to one
another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get
it.” This was to fulfill what scripture says, “"They divided my
clothes among themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots.”
And that is what the soldiers did. Meanwhile, standing near the
cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the
wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother
and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his
mother, *"Woman, here is your son.” Then he said to the disciple,
“Here is your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her
into his own home. After this, when Jesus knew that all was now
finished, he said (in order to fulfill the scripture), I am thirsty.” A
jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full
of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. When
Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he
bowed his head and gave up his spirit.



"0 Sacred Head Now Wounded”
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mine, mine was the trans-gres - sion, but thine the dead - ly  pain.
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for all who die be-liev - ing die safe-ly in thy  love.

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-1676, based on Arnulf of Louvain, d. 1250; tr. composite
Music: HERZLICH TUT MICH VERLANGEN, German melody, ¢. 1500; adapt. Hans Leo Hassler, 1564-1612




The Bidding Prayer
Let us pray for those who serve in public office.

Silent Prayer
Almighty and eternal God, you are the champion of the poor and
oppressed. In your goodness, watch over those in authority, so
that people everywhere may enjoy justice, peace, freedom, and a
share in the goodness of your creation. We ask this through Christ
our Lord.
Amen.

The Shadow of Burial

The Holy Gospel....... John 19:31-39

Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the
bodies left on the cross during the sabbath, especially because
that sabbath was a day of great solemnity. So they asked Pilate to
have the legs of the crucified men broken and their bodies
removed. Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first
and of the other who had been crucified with him. But when they
came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not
break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a
spear, and at once blood and water came out. These things
occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, "None of his
bones shall be broken.” And again another passage of scripture
says, " They will look on the one whom they have pierced.”

After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of
Jesus, though a secret one because of his fear of the Jews, asked
Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him
permission; so he came and removed his body. Nicodemus, who
had at first come to Jesus at night, also came, bringing a mixture
of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. They took
the body of Jesus and wrapped it with spices in linen clothes,
according to the burial custom of the Jews. Now there was a
garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the garden
there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. And so,
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because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was

nearby, they laid Jesus there.

“Were You There”
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2 Were you there when they mnailed him to the  tree?
3 Were you there when they pierced him in the side?
4 Were you there when the sun re - fused to  shine?
5 Were you there when they laid him in the  tomb?
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Were you there when they cru - c¢i - fied my Lord?
Were you there when they nailed him to  the tree?
Were you there when they pierced him in  the side?
Were you there when the sun re - fused to  shine?
Were you there when they laid him in  the tomb?
Refrain
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Were you there when they cru - c¢i - fied my Lord?
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Were you there when they pierced him in the side?
Were you there when the sun re - fused to  shine?
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?

Text: African American spiritual
Music: WERE YOU THERE, African American spiritual
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The Bidding Prayer
Let us pray for those in need.

Silent Prayer
Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and
new courage to those who have lost heart. Hear our prayers of all
who call on you in any trouble, that they may have the joy of
receiving your help in their need. We ask this through Christ our
Lord.
Amen.

THE STREPITUS (The Resurrection Candle)

The congregation is asked to stand as the Resurrection Candle is
brought forward back into the Sanctuary.
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Hymn..... "Beautiful Savior”
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light of my soul, my JOY, my crown.
he makes our sor - rowing spir - it sing.
than all  the an - gels in the sky.
now and for - ev - er - more be thine!

Text: Gesangbuch, Miinster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904
Music: SCHONSTER HERR JESU, Silesian folk tune, 19th cent.

The congregation will process together following the cross outside.
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Ablation of Our Sins

Lords Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever.
Amen.

There is no benediction closing this service.

This service officially concludes with the Easter Resurrection celebration this
Sunday—The congregation is asked to silently return to their vehicles.
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