Sunday, March 22, 2026
== Fifth Sunday in Lent

Introduction

In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising
Lazarus from the dead. The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God
breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile or living in the
shadows of death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of
resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that we might also be
raised with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil we will welcome the
newly baptized as we remember God’s unfailing promise in our
baptism.

Prelude... "Lord We Welcome You Into This Place”
Announcements

Preparation for Worship - Silent Prayer



Gathering Hymn.... "Restore In Us, O God”
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new your im-age in  our hearts,and all our sins re - move.
fruit-less fear un - furl our lives like spring-time bud and flow'r.
tize us in the ris - en life that death can-not de - stroy.
we, when all our search-ing ends, may see you face to face.

Text: Carl P. Daw Ir., b. 1944

Music: BAYLOR, Hal H. Hopson, b. 1933

Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company.

Music © 1985 Hope Publishing Company. Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and,
for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin
and death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may
be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all
our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



Psalm 130 With The Lord There Is Mercy
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With the Lord thereis mer - cy and full - ness of re - demp-tion.

1-2 Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord; Lord, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to my voice in supplication.
Refrain.

3-4 If you, O Lord, mark iniquities, Lord who can stand? But with
you is forgiveness, that you may be revered.
Refrain.

5-6 I trust in the Lord; my soul trusts in his word. More than
sentinels wait for the dawn, let Israel wait for the Lord.
Refrain.

7-8 For with the Lord is kindness and with him is plenteous
redemption; and he will redeem Israel from all their iniquities.
Refrain.



First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14

Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel
as a nation, though dead in exile, will live again in their land
through God'’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that
through this vision they will know that "I am the LORD.”

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by
the spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it
was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me,
“Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “"O Lord GobD, you
know.” Then he said to me, “"Prophesy to these bones and say to
them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus says the

Lord GobD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you
shall live. I will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to come
upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, and you
shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.” So I prophesied
as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there
was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its
bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had
come upon them, and skin had covered them, but there was no
breath in them. Then he said to me, “"Prophesy to the breath,
prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord Gob:
Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these
slain, that they may live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and
the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet,
a vast multitude. Then he said to me, “"Mortal, these bones are the
whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our
hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” Therefore prophesy and
say to them: Thus says the Lord GobD: I am going to open your
graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people, and I will
bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am
the LORD when I open your graves and bring you up from your
graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall
live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know
that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.”

HERE ENDS THE READING.



Second Reading: Romans 8:6-11

For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the
Holy Spirit. The driving force behind our actions and values is not
our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by which
God raised Jesus from the dead and will also raise us from the
dead.

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the
Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the
flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it
cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. But you
are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does
not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead
because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If
the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he
who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal
bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

HERE ENDS THE READING.

Choir Anthem.... "Blessed, Holy Jesus”



Gospel: John 11:1-45
The Holy Gospel according to St. John

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies.
Then, in a dramatic scene, he calls his friend out of the tomb and
restores him to life.

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary
and her sister Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord
with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus
was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom
you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does
not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of
God may be glorified through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved
Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that
Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he
was.

Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea
again.” The disciples said to him, “"Rabbi, the Jews were just now
trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” Jesus
answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who
walk during the day do not stumble because they see the light of
this world. But those who walk at night stumble because the light
is not in them.” After saying this, he told them, “"Our friend
Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken

him.” The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he
will be all right.” Jesus, however, had been speaking about his
death, but they thought that he was referring merely to

sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your
sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let
us go to him.” Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow
disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” When Jesus
arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four
days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles

away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to
console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus
was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at



home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my
brother would not have died. But even now I know that God will
give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to her, “Your
brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will
rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, "I
am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even
though they die, will live, 2°and everyone who lives and believes
in me will never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes,
Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one
coming into the world.” When she had said this, she went back
and called her sister Mary and told her privately, “The Teacher is
here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she got up
quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the
village but was still at the place where Martha had met him. The
Jews who were with her in the house consoling her saw Mary get
up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought
that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came
where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to
him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died.” When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who came with
her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply
moved. He said, "Where have you laid him?” They said to him,
“Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said,
“See how he loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not he
who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from
dying?” Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It
was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, “Take
away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him,
“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four
days.” Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that if you believed
you would see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone.
And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having
heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this
for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe
that you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud
voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands
and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth.



Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” Many of the
Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what
Jesus did believed in him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Sermon Hymn...... "Jesus Is A Rock in a Weary Land”

n i, Refrain — All
|
'{TJ_‘)V td Py -. | | F ! !P !/R ;
Je-susis a rock in a wea-ry land, a wea-ry land, a
ﬂ | I I I—_;I
: —r—f | s
\j/ | | ) ! % | | —o
wea - 1y land; my Je - sus 1s a rock 1In a
N | .
- . . . I
& rr T3
wea - 1y land, a shel - ter in  the time of storm.
n | Leader or All
P . e
a @ e ud : —— p— 3
CEEES S ] =
1 No one  can do like Je - sus, not a
2 When Je - sus was on earth, . . . . ... the
3 Yon - der comes my Sav - ior, him . .
Q '}, i’r‘ ; ) : )
> 2 e — 1 vi ———
ANV | [ |7 | | |
o | [ 4 | | | L___
mum-bling word he  said; he went walk-ing down to  Laz-
flesh was ver - y weak: .. he took a towel and gird-
whom I love so well; .. he has the palm of vic-
n | . 1 Refrain

|

~ : F ./—-\H "
%4 ﬂ & P | -
! i

- a - rus’ grave, and he raised him from the dead.

ed him - self and he washed his dis-ci - ples’ feet.

- to - ry and the keys of death and hell.

k.
[\
\-7-

& O

Text: African American spiritual
Music: WEARY LAND, African American spiritual




The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen



Prayers of Intercession
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let
us pray for the world and its needs.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church. Grant life and peace to all who gather in
your name. Breathe into us so that we may share your message
of forgiveness, hope, and love.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for creation. Renew landscapes that have dried up,
prosper the work of those who restore homes and habitats after
natural disasters, and sustain places where biodiversity thrives.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for the nations. Unbind leaders trapped by fear to act
boldly for justice, free all who live in places of war and violence,
and guide refugees and asylum seekers to safety.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for all people in need. Take away the stone of poverty
that weighs down so many. Console any who weep and heal all
who are sick (We pray especially for Jeff, Eric, Brian, Lizzy,
Christi, Debbie, Larry, Katie, Angelika, Jenna, Dave, Joy, Frank,
Dick, Tricia, Kyle, Tyler, John, Tom, Liam, Matt, Jason, Gene,
Shirley, Roy, Jana, Kathie, Del, Regan, Geri, Kristen, Bob, Michael,
Iris, Peter, Marge and Kelly,; and family and friends of Ron).

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Continued...



We pray for this assembly. Ready the hearts and spirits of all
preparing to be baptized. Deepen our wonder at the mystery of
your resurrection and life.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We offer our thanksgiving for all people who have died in faith.
Give us faith to trust in your power to redeem and save, and bring
us up from our graves to life in you.

Hear us, O God.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength
and salvation.
Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.

Offering
Offering Song..... “Lord Be Glorified”

Offering Prayer

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces
all creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and
bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine,
draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear
witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.



Thanksgiving at the Table

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever.

Amen.

Distribution

We will be using the intinction method for distribution. You will be
handed bread and asked to dip the bread in the chalice. Gluten-
free bread and grape juice are available. Please make your way
forward by the center aisle, returning down the side. If mobility is
a problem for you, please notify an usher and you will be served
at your seat.

Invitation to Communion
Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.

Communion Song.... "Hungry (Falling On My Knees)”



Post Communion Prayer

God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that
restores our souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for
the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, may we
become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love
for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Blessing

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things
into existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit,
whose breath sustains creation, + bless you now and always.
Amen.

Sending Hymn..... “You Are The Way”
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all  those who search for God, you find and by your grace set free.
you on - ly can in- form the mind and pu - rn - fy the heart.
and those who put their trust in you not death nor hell shall harm.
that truth to keep, that life to win, whose joys e - ter - nal flow.
Text: George W. Doane, 17991859, alt.
Music: DUNDEE, Psalter, Edinburgh, 1615
Dismissal

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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