Sunday, March 1, 2026
== Second Sunday in Lent

Introduction

During Lent we journey with all those around the world who will
be baptized at the Easter Vigil. In today’s gospel Jesus tells
Nicodemus that he must be born of water and Spirit. At the font
we are a given a new birth as children of God. As God made a
covenant with Abraham, in baptism God promises to raise us up
with Christ to new life. From worship we are sent forth to proclaim
God’s love for all the world.

Prelude... "I Could Sing Of Your Love Forever”
Announcements

Preparation for Worship - Silent Prayer



Gathering Hymn.... "What Wondrous Love Is This”
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I What won-drous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! What
2 When I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, sink-ing down, when
3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; to
4 And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, Tl sing on; and
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won - drous love is this, O my soul! What won-drous love is this
I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down,when 1 was sink - ing down
God and to the Lamb I will sing; to God and to the Lamb,
when from death I'm free, I'll sing on; and when from death I'm {free,
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that caused the Lord of Dbliss to bear the dread-ful curse for my
be - neath God’s righ-teous frown, Christ laid a - side his crown for my
who 18 the great I  Am, while mil-lions join the theme, I will
I'll  sing God’s love for me, and through e - ter - nm1 - ty I'll sing
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soul, for my soul, to bear the dread-ful curse for my soul?
soul, for my soul, Christ laid  a - side his crown for my soul.
sing, I will sing, while mil - lions join the theme, I will sing.
on, I'll sing on; and through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing on.

Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt.
Music: WONDROUS LOVE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835



Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and,
for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring
us to new birth to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in
your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all
the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.



Psalm 121 My Help Comes From The Lord

Refrain
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My _  help comes from the Lord, the ma-ker of heav-en _ and earth.

1-2 | lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come?
My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.

Refrain.

3-4 The Lord will not let your foot be moved nor will the one who
watches over you fall asleep.
Refrain.

5-6 The Lord watches over you; the Lord is your shade at | your
right hand; the sun will not strike you by day, nor the moon by
night.

Refrain.

7-8 The Lord will preserve you from all evil and will | keep your
life. The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in,
from this time forth forevermore.

Refrain.



First Reading: Genesis 12:1-4a

God'’s call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that through
them all the families of the earth would gain a blessing. As they
set out on their journey, they are accompanied by promises of
land, nation, and a great reputation.

The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred
and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. I will
make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your
name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who
bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse, and in you all
the families of the earth shall be blessed.” So Abram went, as
the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him.

HERE ENDS THE READING.

Second Reading: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

In the person and example of Abraham we discover that a right
relationship with God does not involve earning a reward from God
but entails trusting God’s promises. Abraham is the forebear and
model for both Jews and Gentiles, because we too trust that ours
is a God who gives life to the dead.

What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor
according to the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he
has something to boast about, but not before God. For what does
the scripture say? “"Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to
him as righteousness.” Now to one who works, wages are not
reckoned as a gift but as something due. But to one who does not
work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is
reckoned as righteousness. For the promise that he would inherit
the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through
the law but through the righteousness of faith. For if it is the
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the
promise is void. For the law brings wrath, but where there is no
law, neither is there transgression. For this reason the promise
depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so that it may
be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of
the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (who is



the father of all of us, as it is written, "I have made you the father
of many nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the
things that do not exist.

HERE ENDS THE READING.

Gospel: John 3:1-17
The Holy Gospel according to St. John

Glory to you, O Lord.

A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the teacher
his friends reject. Jesus speaks to him about life in the Spirit and
the kingdom of God.

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the
Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “"Rabbi, we know
that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no one can do
these signs that you do unless God is with that person.” Jesus
answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom
of God without being born from above.” Nicodemus said to him,
“How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a
second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus
answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of
God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the
flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be
astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.” The
wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but
you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is
with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him,
“How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you the
teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?
“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to
what we have seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. If I
have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how
can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has
ascended into heaven except the one who descended from
heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in
the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever



believes in him may have eternal life. "For God so loved the world
that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but may have eternal life. "Indeed, God did not
send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order
that the world might be saved through him.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Sermon Hymn...... "We Are Baptized In Christ Jesus”
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1 We are bap-tized in Christ Je - sus, we are bap-tized in his death;
2 In the wa-ter and the wit-ness, 1in the break-ing of the bread,
3 Glo-ry be to God the Fa-ther, glo-ry be to Christ the Son,
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that as Christ is raised vic - to - rious, we might live a brand new life.
in the wait - ing arms of Je-sus who 18 718 - en from the dead,
glo-ry to the Ho - ly Spir-it, ev-er three and ev - er  one;
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And if we havebeen u - mt - ed in a dread-ful death like his,
God has made a new be - gin-ning from the ash - es of our past
as 1t was in the be - gin-nming, glo-ry now re-sounds a - gain
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we will  all be re - u - nit -ed, for he lives.
in the los - ing and the win - ning we hold fast.
mn a song that has no end - ing. . ... A - men.

Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937
Music: OUIMETTE, John C. Ylvisaker
Text and music © 1985 John C. Ylvisaker



The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen



Prayers of Intercession
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let
us pray for the world and its needs.

A brief silence.

Faithful One, you renew us by grace. As you have inspired faith
through the work of church artists and hymnwriters throughout
the, give your church the means to praise your beauty today.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Living One, you delight in this world. The sun and moon, the wind
and the water declare your goodness. Preserve this earth, and
protect conservationists, scientists, and all who labor in service to
creation.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Ruling One, you bless us to be a blessing. Open the hearts of all
leaders to seek the flourishing of every person and lend your help
to all who wait for justice, deliverance, and peace.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Compassionate One, you send your Son to save. Declare your
word of acceptance to any who feel condemned and lift up any
brought low by hatred and exclusion. Tend to all who are
struggling with illness or loss (We pray especially for Jeff, Eric,
Lizzy, Christi, Debbie, Adrian, Larry, Katie, Angelika, Jenna, Dave,
Joy, Frank, Tricia, Kyle, Tyler, John, Tom, Matt, Jason, Gene,
Shirley, Roy, Jana, Kathie, Del, Regan, Geri, Kristen, Janet, Bob,
Michael, Iris, Peter, Marge, Kelly and Brian, and Friends and
Family of John, Brian and Joan).

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.



Guiding One, you watch over our going out and coming in. Bless
newcomers and new members in this assembly and accompany
those who have recently left this community to journey elsewhere.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Eternal One, you neither slumber nor sleep. Be our keeper in life
and in death. Thank you for our beloved who have died, and for
your promise which saves this whole world by your love.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength
and salvation.
Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.

Offering
Offering Song..... “Lord I Lift Your Name On High”

Offering Prayer

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces
all creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and
bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine,
draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear
witness to his saving work.

We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.



Thanksgiving at the Table

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever.

Amen.

Distribution

We will be using the intinction method for distribution. You will be
handed bread and asked to dip the bread in the chalice. Gluten-
free bread and grape juice are available. Please make your way
forward by the center aisle, returning down the side. If mobility is
a problem for you, please notify an usher and you will be served
at your seat.

Invitation to Communion
Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.

Communion Song.... "Amazing Love”



Post Communion Prayer

God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that
restores our souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for
the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, may we
become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love
for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Blessing

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things
into existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit,
whose breath sustains creation, + bless you now and always.
Amen.



Sending Hymn..... "Blessed Assurance”
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1 Bless-ed as-sur-ance, Je-sus 1s mine! Oh, what a fore-taste of glo-ry di- vine!
2 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;
3 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, all 1s at rest; I 1 my Sav-ior am hap-pyand blest,
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Heir of sal-va - tion, pur-chase of God, born of his Spir-it,washed in his blood.
an - gels de-scend-ing bring from a-bove ech - oes of mer-cy, whis-pers of love.
watch-ing and wait-ing, look - ing a-bove,filled with his good-ness,lost in his love.

Refrain
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This is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav -ior all the day long:
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this 18 my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.
Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: ASSURANCE, Phoebe P. Knapp, 183(-1908
Dismissal

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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