Sunday, February 8, 2026
=™ Fifth Sunday After Epiphany

Introduction

Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the psalmist sings. Isaiah declares
that when we loose the bonds of injustice and share our bread with the hungry,
the light breaks forth like the dawn. In another passage from the Sermon on the
Mount, Jesus, the light of the world, calls his followers to let the light of their
good works shine before others. Through baptism we are sent into the world to
shine with the light of Christ.

Prelude... "Shout To The Lord”
Announcements

Preparation for Worship - Silent Prayer



Gathering Hymn.... "Gather Us In"

1 | | | F\ |
i — e i - ,
~ » y » .
1 Here in this place the new light i1s stream-ing, now is the dark - ness
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys-try, we are the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the
4 Not in the dark of build-ings con-fin - ing, not in some heav - en,
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van - ished a - way; see In this space our  fears and our dream-ings
yearn for your face; we have been sung through-out all of his - try,
bread of new birth, here you shall call your sons and your daugh-ters,
light years a - way— here in this place the new light is shin - ing,
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a-new to be salt for the -earth.
now is the king - dom, and now is the day.
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Gath-er us In, the lost and for - sak - en, gath-er us in, the
Gath-er us in, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er us in, the
Give us to drink the wine of com-pas-sion, give us to eat the
Gath-er us in  and hold us for -ev - er, gath-er us in and
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blind and the lame; call to wus now, and we shall a - wak -en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so  meek and so low - ly,
bread that 1s you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er us i, all peo-ples to - geth -er,
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we shall a - mise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen
Text and music © 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 S, Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 300.442.3358.




Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose
mercy endures forever.

Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in

us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
holy name.

Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you. By
your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and power
to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



Psalm 112 The Just Man Is A Light In The Darkness

Refrain
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The justman is alight in darkness to the up - right.

4-5 Light Shines through the darkness for the upright; he is gracious and
merciful and just. Well for the man who is gracious and lends, who
conducts his affairs with justice.

Refrain.

6-7 He shall never be moved; the just one shall be in everlasting
remembrance. An evil report he shall not fear; his heart is firm, trusting in
the Lord.

Refrain.

8-9 His heart is steadfast; he shall not fear. Lavishly he gives to the poor;
his justice shall endure forever, his horn shall be exalted in glory.
Refrain.



First Reading: Isaiah 58:1-9a

Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were troubled
by the ineffectiveness of their fasts. God reminds them that outward observance
is no substitute for genuine fasting that results in acts of justice, such as feeding
the hungry, sheltering the homeless, and clothing the naked.

Shout out; do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my
people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. Yet day after day they
seek me and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced
righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me
righteous judgments; they want God on their side. *“Why do we fast, but you do
not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look, you serve your
own interest on your fast day and oppress all your workers. You fast only to
quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today
will not make your voice heard on high. Is such the fast that I choose, a day to
humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush and to lie in sackcloth
and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD? Is not this the
fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the straps of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your
bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you
see the naked, to cover them and not to hide yourself from your own kin? Then
your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up
quickly; your vindicator shall go before you; the glory of the LORD shall be your
rear guard. Then you shall call, and the LorRD will answer; you shall cry for help,
and he will say, "Here I am.”

HERE ENDS THE READING.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12

Though people such as the Corinthians are enamored with human philosophy and
wisdom, Paul continuously presents God’s hidden wisdom which is Jesus Christ
crucified. True spiritual maturity involves judging ourselves and others in light of
God’s revelation in the cross.

When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the
testimony of God to you with superior speech or wisdom. For I decided to know
nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. And I came to you in
weakness and in fear and in much trembling. My speech and my proclamation
were made not with persuasive words of wisdom but with a demonstration of the
Spirit and of power, so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on
the power of God. Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a
wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are being destroyed. But we
speak God’s wisdom, a hidden mystery, which God decreed before the ages for
our glory and which none of the rulers of this age understood, for if they had,
they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. But, as it is written, "What no eye
has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared
for those who love him”—God has revealed to us through the Spirit, for the Spirit



searches everything, even the depths of God. For what human knows what is
truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends
what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. Now we have received not the spirit
of the world but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts
bestowed on us by God.

HERE ENDS THE READING.
Choir Anthem..... "This Little Light of Mine”

Gospel: Matthew 5:13-20
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew

Glory to you, O Lord.

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages his followers to be the salt of the
earth and the light of the world, doing good works and keeping God’s
commandments.

“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness
be restored? It is no longer good for anything but is thrown out and trampled
under foot. “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be

hid. People do not light a lamp and put it under the bushel basket; rather, they
put it on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let
your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give
glory to your Father in heaven. “"Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law
or the Prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until
heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass
from the law until all is accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least
of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in
the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called
great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds
that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Sermon Hymn...... "Lord of Light”
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1 Lord of light, your name out - shin -ing all the  stars and
2 By the toil of faith - ful  work-ers in some far out -
4 By  the prayers of faith - ful  watch-ers, nev - er si - lent
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suns of  space, use our tal - ents in your king-dom
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day or  night; by the cross of Je - sus, bring-ing
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as the ser - vants of your grace; use us to ful -
of the cross is still re - vealed, by the vic - to -
peace to all and heal - ing light; by the love that
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fill your  pur - pose in the gift of Christ your Son.
ries of  meek - ness, through re - proach and suf - fring won:
pass - es  knowl-edge, mak - ing all your chil - dren one:
0 Refrain .
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Fa - ther, as in  high-est heav-en, so on earth your will be done.

Text: Howell E. Lewis, 1860-1953, alt.
Music: ABBOT’S LEIGH, Cyril V. Tavlor, 1907-1991




The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen



Prayers of Intercession
As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole
human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

A brief silence.

Your church does ministry in many and various ways. Keep the baptized true to
the mind of Christ, that our works and witness bring hope to a troubled world.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Your marvelous creation cries out to you. Restore polluted air, soil, and water
sources to wholeness. Guard honeybees, elephants, great whales and songbirds
from harm, and renew the face of the earth.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Your people in every nation suffer injustice, poverty, and the threat of violence.
Guide those in authority to govern with compassion, and bring peace to war
zones. We pray for our enemies.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Your blessings are poured out for all in need. Help and heal any who experience
trauma, discrimination, disease, hunger, abuse, or persecution. Comfort those
who are sick or grieving (We pray especially for Amanda, Jeff, Eric, Lizzy,
Christi, Debbie, Adrian, Larry, Katie, Angelika, Jenna, Dave, Joy, Frank,
Kyle, Tyler, John, Tom, Matt, Jason, Gene, Shirley, Jana, Kathie, Del,
Regan, Geri, Kristen, Janet, Bob, Michael, Iris, Peter, Marge, Kelly, Brian;
and for friends and family of Mike and Joan).

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Your wisdom guides Living Water and our ministries. Sustain our ordained
leaders, staff, lay leaders, and volunteers. Form us to be salt and light for the
neighbors we serve, following the example of Christ.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Your saints rejoice at your heavenly banquet. We give thanks for their lives of
faith, trusting that we also will be embraced by your eternal love.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.



Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend
all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus
our Savior.

Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.

Offering
Offering Song..... “God Will Make A Way”

Offering Prayer

God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared
for those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your
mercy. Use what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come
near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Thanksgiving at the Table

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.



Distribution

We will be using the intinction method for distribution. You will be handed
bread and asked to dip the bread in the chalice. Gluten-free bread and
grape juice are available. Please make your way forward by the center
aisle, returning down the side. If mobility is a problem for you, please notify
an usher and you will be served at your seat.

Invitation to Communion
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Come to the
table; taste and see.

Communion Song.... "In The Secret/Knowing You”

Post Communion Prayer

Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the
sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us
from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your
love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Blessing

May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your
heart for praise + bless you now and forever.

Amen.



Sending Hymn..... "We Are Marching In The Light Of God”

0 u _— — 3/
A ] |
— ——* s
© | - ! ;
Si - yva - hamb’ e - ku-kha-nyen’kwen-khos’, si - ya - hamb’ e - ku - kha -
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nyen’kwen-khos’. Si-ya - hamb’ e - ku-kha - nyen’ kwen-khos’,
light of God. We are march - ing in the light of God,
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we are march-ing in the light of God.
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we are march-ing in the light of God.
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si - ya - hamb’ e - ku - kha-nyen’ kwen - khos’.
we are march-ing in  the light of God.

Text: South African traditional; tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984
Music: SiyaHAMBA, South African traditional
Tr. © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp.



Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



	Sunday, February 8, 2026 Fifth Sunday After Epiphany
	Introduction
	Prelude… “Shout To The Lord”
	Announcements
	Preparation for Worship – Silent Prayer
	Gathering Hymn…. “Gather Us In"
	Confession and Forgiveness
	Prayer of the Day
	The Lord be with you.
	And also with you.
	Glory to you, O Lord.
	The Gospel of the Lord.
	Praise to you, O Christ.
	Sermon
	The Apostles’ Creed
	Amen
	Prayers of Intercession
	Offering
	Invitation to Communion
	Post Communion Prayer


