Sunday, February 1, 2026
== Fourth Sunday After Epiphany

Introduction

Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who
do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. For Paul,
they are the ones who find wisdom in the weakness of the cross.
For Jesus, they are the poor, the meek, the merciful, the pure in
heart, the peacemakers, those who mourn, and those who hunger
for righteousness. In baptism we find our blessed identity and
calling in this countercultural way of living and serving.

Prelude... "Won't Stop Now”
Announcements

Preparation for Worship - Silent Prayer



Gathering Hymn.... "Rejoice, Ye Pure In Heart"
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1 Re - joice, ye pure in heart!  Re - joice, give thanks,and sing;
2 With voice as full and strong  as O - cean’s surg - ing praise,
3 With all the an - gel choirs, with all the saints on earth
4 Still  lift  your stan-dard high, still march in firm ar - ray,
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your fes - tal ban - ner wave on high, the cross of Christ your king.
send forth the stur - dy hymnsof old, the psalms of an - cient days.
pour out the  strains of joy  and bliss, true rap - ture, no - blest mirth.
as  pil - grims through the dark - nesswend till dawns the gol-den day.
Refrain
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Re - joice! Re - joice! Re - joice, give thanks, and sing!

Text: Edward H. Plumptre, 1821-1891, alt.
Music: MarionN, Arthur H. Messiter, 1834-1916

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,



renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and,
for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your
kingdom to the lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger
and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that
in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



Psalm 15 He Who Does Justice

Refrain
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2-3 One who walks blamelessly and does justice; who thinks the

The one who does jus-tice

will live in

the pres-ence

of

the

truth in his heart and slanders not with his tongue.
Refrain.

3-4 Who harms not his fellow man, nor takes up a reproach against

O
Lord.

his neighbor; by whom the reprobate is despised, while he honors

those who fear the Lord.

Refrain.

5 Who lends not his money at usury and accepts no bribe against

the innocent. One who does these things shall never be disturbed.
Refrain.



First Reading: Micah 6:1-8

With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury,
God brings a lawsuit against Israel. God has “"wearied” Israel with
a long history of saving acts. God does not want or expect lavish
sacrifices to attempt to earn divine favor. Rather God empowers
the people to do justice, to love loyalty to God, and to walk
shrewdly in God'’s service.

Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the
mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. Hear, you mountains,
the case of the LorRD, and you enduring foundations of the earth,
for the LORD has a case against his people, and he will contend
with Israel. O my people, what have I done to you? In what have
I wearied you? Answer me! For I brought you up from the land of
Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, and I sent
before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my people, remember
now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor
answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that
you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” “"With what shall I
come before the LORD and bow myself before God on high? Shall I
come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will
the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands
of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the
fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” He has told you,

O mortal, what is good, and what does the LORD require of you but
to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your
God?

HERE ENDS THE READING.



Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

According to the world’s standards of power and might, the
message of the cross seems stupid and offensive. Yet this word
reveals the paradoxical way God has chosen to work power and
salvation through weakness, rejection, and suffering. Hence the
message of the cross becomes true wisdom and power for
believers.

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of

God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and
the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” Where is the one
who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of this
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For
since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through
wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of the
proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews ask for signs
and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, but to those
who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of
God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than
human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human
strength. Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many
of you were wise by human standards, not many were powerful,
not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the
world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to
shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the
world, things that are not, to abolish things that are, so that no
one might boast in the presence of God. In contrast, God is why
you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order that, as
it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

HERE ENDS THE READING.



Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are
blessed in the reign of God.

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after
he sat down, his disciples came to him. And he began to speak
and taught them, saying: “"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven. “Blessed are those who mourn, for they
will be comforted. "Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the
earth."Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled. “Blessed are the merciful, for they will
receive mercy. “"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see
God. “"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called
children of God. "Blessed are those who are persecuted for the
sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute
you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my

account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven,
for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were
before you.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Sermon Hymn...... "Let Streams of Living Justice”
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1 Let streams of liv-ing jus - tice flow down up - on  the earth;
2 For heal - ing of the na - tions, for peace that will not end,
3 Your ci - ty’sbuilt to mu - sic; we  are the stones you seek;
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give free-dom’s light to cap - tives, let all the poor have worth.
for love that makes us lov - ers, God grantus grace to mend.
your har - mo - ny is lan - guage; we  are the words you speak.
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The hun - gry’s hands are plead -ing, the work - ers claim their rights,
Weave our var - ied gifts to- geth - er; knitour lives as they are spun;
Our faith we find 1n ser - vice, our hope in oth - ers’ dreams,
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the mourn-ers long for laugh - ter, the  blind-ed seek for sight.
on your loom of time en - roll us tll our thread of life 1is run.
our love 1in hand of neigh - bor; our home-land bright-ly gleams.
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Make lib - er -ty a bea - con, strike down the 1 - ron pow'r,
O great weav - er of our fab - ric, bind church andworld in  one;
In - scribe our hearts with jus - tice; your way—the path un - tried;
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a bol - ish an-cient ven-geance: pro claim your peo-ple’s hour.
dye our tex - ture with your ra - diance, light our col - ors with your sun.
your  truth—the heart of strang-er:  vonr life—the Cru - ci - fied.

Text: William Whitla, b. 1934
Music: THAXTED, Gustav Holst, 1874-1934
Text © 1989 William Whitla.



The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen

Prayers of Intercession

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the
church, the whole human community, and the well-being of the
earth, our home.

A brief silence.

God our wisdom, renew the church in the power of the Spirit, that
it may do justice, love kindness, live humbly, and boldly proclaim
Christ crucified. We pray for social justice and humanitarian aid
ministries.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God our source, we honor you by caring wisely for your creation.
We pray for the health of old growth forests, ice caps, and ocean
currents. Preserve the diversity of life on earth.



Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God our righteousness, raise up visionary leaders who serve with
integrity and respect human rights. Increase freedom in every
nation. Protect educators, journalists, artists, and religious
activists who are reviled for speaking truth. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God our advocate, you give hope to all who suffer because of
persecution, poverty, or war. Reunite separated families and bring
orphaned children to safety. Comfort any who grieve or suffer in
any way (We pray especially for Amanda, Jeff, Eric, Lizzy, Christi,
Debbie, Adrian, Larry, Katie, Angelika, Jenna, Dave, Joy, Frank,
Kyle, Tyler, John, Tom, Owen, Matt, Gene, Shirley, Jana, Kathie,
Del, Regan, Geri, Kristen, Janet, Bob, Michael, Peter, Marge, Kelly
and Brian).

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God our blessing, we pray for the children and youth of this
congregation, and for parents, grandparents, mentors, and
teachers who model love for their neighbor and care for others.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God our joy, we give thanks for the lives of those before us who
journeyed humbly with you (We pray especially for friends and
family of Mike).

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.



Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers
us, we commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness
made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.

Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.

Offering
Offering Song..... “Come To The Table”

Offering Prayer

God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have
prepared for those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the
wideness of your mercy. Use what we have gathered to feed us
with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

Thanksgiving at the Table

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever.

Amen.

Distribution

We will be using the intinction method for distribution. You will be
handed bread and asked to dip the bread in the chalice. Gluten-
free bread and grape juice are available. Please make your way
forward by the center aisle, returning down the side. If mobility is
a problem for you, please notify an usher and you will be served
at your seat.

Invitation to Communion
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table; taste and see.

Communion Song.... "By The Love Of God”

Post Communion Prayer

Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.
In the sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your
heart. Send us from this table with delight, that our lives may
reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we have
seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Blessing

May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and
tuned your heart for praise + bless you now and forever.
Amen.



Sending Hymn..... "To Be Your Presence”
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1 To be your pres-ence is our mis - sion here, to show com -
2 To be your pres-ence is our mis - sion bold, to feed the
3 To be your pres-ence is our mis - sion blest, to speak for
4 We are your heart, O Christ, your hands and voice, to serve your
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pas-sion’s face and lis - t'ning ear, to be your heart of mer - cy
poor and shel-ter home-less cold, to be your hands of jus - tice,
all the bro-ken and op - pressed, to be your voice of hope, your
peo -ple is our call and choice, and in this mis - sion we, the
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ev - er near,
right up - hold -
g P ’ al - le - lu - 1a!
love ex - pressed,
church, re - joice,
Text: Delores Dufner, osB, b. 1939
Music: ENGELBERG, Charles V. Stanford, 1852-1924
Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3338,
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Dismissal

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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