
Sunday, November 16, 2025 
Generosity Sunday 
 

Introduction 
The end is near. There is no doubt about it. The warnings are dire. 
The tone of today’s texts is ominous. But the baptized know how 
to live in the meantime. The baptized are strengthened for the 
living of these days in word and sacrament. The baptized rally 
around the invitation of the apostle: “Do not be weary in doing 
what is right.” 
 
Prelude… “Blessed Be The Name Of The Lord”     
 
Announcements 
 
Preparation for Worship – Silent Prayer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gathering Hymn…. “How Firm A Foundation” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to 
sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory 
of your holy name.   
Amen.  
 
Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, 
for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained 
minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
Amen.  
 

Prayer of the Day 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing 
is strong, nothing is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with 
you as our ruler and guide, we may live through what is 
temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 



Psalm 98  The Lord Has Revealed To The Nations 
 
Refrain 
 

 
 
1 Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done wondrous deeds; 
his right hand has won victory for him, his holy arm. Refrain. 
 
2-3 The LORD has made his salvation known: in the sight of the 
nations he has relieved his justice. He has remembered his 
kindness and his faithfulness toward the house of Israel.  Refrain. 
 
3-4 All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation by our God. 
Sing joyfully to the Lord, all you lands; break into song; sing 
praise.  Refrain. 
 
First Reading: Malachi 4:1-2a 
Malachi, whose name means “my messenger,” warns that “the 
day is coming.” On that day, the evil will be destroyed like stubble 
in a fire, but the “sun of righteousness” will shine on those who 
honor God.  
See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the 
arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall 
burn them up, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them 
neither root nor branch. But for you who revere my name the sun 
of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings. 
HERE ENDS THE READING. 

 



Second Reading: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
Some members of the Thessalonian community, because of their 
belief in the nearness of Christ’s return, had ceased to work, living 
off the generosity of other members of the community. The writer 
of this letter warns them bluntly that if they want to eat, they 
need to work. 
Now we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from every brother or sister living 
irresponsibly and not according to the tradition that they received 
from us. For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; 
we were not irresponsible when we were with you, and we did not 
eat anyone’s bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor 
we worked night and day so that we might not burden any of you. 
 This was not because we do not have that right but in order to 
give you an example to imitate.  For even when we were with you, 
we gave you this command: anyone unwilling to work should not 
eat. For we hear that some of you are living irresponsibly, mere 
busybodies, not doing any work. Now such persons we command 
and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to 
earn their own living. Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in 
doing what is right. 
HERE ENDS THE READING. 
 
Choir Anthem…. “We Shall Overcome” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gospel: Luke 21:5-19 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
As history moves toward God’s fulfillment there will be frightening 
signs and events. Before the end, believers will draw strength 
from their relationship to God and will be given the words they 
need to testify and to endure without fear. 
When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned 
with beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, “As 
for these things that you see, the days will come when not one 
stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.”  They 
asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign 
that this is about to take place?”  And he said, “Beware that you 
are not led astray, for many will come in my name and say, ‘I am 
he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them. “When you hear 
of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified, for these things 
must take place first, but the end will not follow 
immediately.”  Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against 
nation and kingdom against kingdom;  there will be great 
earthquakes and in various places famines and plagues, and there 
will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. “But before 
all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will 
hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought 
before kings and governors because of my name.  This will give 
you an opportunity to testify.  So make up your minds not to 
prepare your defense in advance, for I will give you words and a 
wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or 
contradict.  You will be betrayed even by parents and siblings, by 
relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death.  You 
will be hated by all because of my name.  But not a hair of your 
head will perish. By your endurance you will gain your souls.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 
 



Sermon Hymn…… “My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less” 
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

Amen 
 
 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all who are in need. 
A brief silence. 
God of roots and branches, defend the leaders of your church as 
they proclaim the gospel using discernment, wisdom, and brave 
testimony. Keep all the baptized on righteous paths in response to 
Christ’s call.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 



God of roaring seas, in a world of earthquake, famine, and plague, 
use your mighty power to nurture the land and all that lives upon 
it. Restore peoples and places experiencing natural disasters 
(especially the People of Jamaica). Strengthen organizations who 
provide aid to any in crisis.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of victory, among quests for power, guide those in 
government, courts, law enforcement agencies, and the military. 
Turn them from war and violence to actions of care that build up 
the common good.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of healing, where injustice and exploitation result in 
populations that are marginalized or underserved, accompany 
those abandoned by friends, hurt by family, and harmed by 
violence or oppression. Care for all who are ill, anxious, or in pain 
of any kind (We pray especially for Amanda, Jeff, Eric, Barbara, 
Lizzy, Christi, Debbie, Adrian, Katie, Angelika, Danica, Jenna, 
Dave, Joy, Frank, Kyle, Tyler, John, Tom, Robert, Pat, Cherrie, 
Gene, Shirley, Jana, Kathie, Del, Georgia, Regan, Geri, Kristen, 
Janet, Bob, Michael, Peter, Kelly and Brian). 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of new songs, in a congregation of faithful believers, energize 
us for compassionate service and delight us through worship and 
inspired prayer. Encourage your people in building equitable 
community where all are valued.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 



God of every generation, we remember the saints with steadfast 
love and faithfulness. Confident in Christ’s victory over death, may 
we be inspired by the example of the faithful.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your 
grace and unyielding love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Offering 
 
Offering Song….. “God Is The Strength Of My Heart” 
 
Offering Prayer  

God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, 
promising to fill them with good things. Fulfill that promise 
through us and these your gifts. 
Nourish us with the abundance of your feast and unite us into the 
blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thanksgiving at the Table 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever.  
Amen. 
 
Distribution 
We will be using the intinction method for distribution. You will be 
handed bread and asked to dip the bread in the chalice. Gluten-
free bread and grape juice are available. Please make your way 
forward by the center aisle, returning down the side. If mobility is 
a problem for you, please notify an usher and you will be served 
at your seat. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
There is a place for you at the table of God. Come, receive the 
food that does not perish, a taste of life eternal. 
 
Communion Song…… “Stronger”     
 



Post Communion Prayer 
God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us 
with the bread of heaven that gives life to the world. 
Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, send us out to 
gather your good gifts for all who hunger and thirst, and 
embolden us to love and serve in Christ’s name. 
Amen. 
 
Blessing  
The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save 
you, and God the Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. The 
holy Trinity bless you ☩ and grant you a faithful and courageous 
heart now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sending Hymn….. “Soon And Very Soon” 
 

 
 
 



Our Gifts to God for the Upcoming Year 
 
In Nehemiah 10:35, the people of Israel renew their covenant 
with God by pledging to bring the first fruits of their harvest to the 
Temple. This act was both a spiritual and practical expression of 
faith—acknowledging God as the source of all blessings and 
ensuring the ongoing ministry and worship of the Temple. 
  
By offering the first and best of what they had, God’s people 
demonstrated gratitude, obedience, and trust in His continued 
provision. In the same spirit, as we bring our offerings forward 
today, we follow in their footsteps—honoring God first, supporting 
the work of the church, and expressing our faith that God will 
continue to provide for us and for the ministry we share. 
  
Gracious God, in the waters of baptism you claimed us as your 
own; 
AND CALLED US TO BE YOUR PEOPLE. 
 
You anointed us with the Holy Spirit, 
AND MARKED US WITH THE CROSS OF CHRIST FOREVER. 
 
All that we have and all that we are 
BELONGS TO YOU. 
 
With courage and conviction, we generously and joyfully share the 
resources that you have so abundantly provided 
AS WITNESSED BY THESE GIFTS WE NOW BRING. 
 
May our sacrifice be heard, our response confirmed, our vision 
renewed, and our thanksgiving abound 
WE GIVE YOU THANKS, O LORD. 
 
In the name of Jesus, we pray 
AMEN. 
 



During this time please prayerfully consider the most appropriate 
way to honor and give thanks to God for the gifts that have so 
richly blessed our lives. 
  
After filling out your 2026 Statement of Intent and your Open The 
Door Commitment Card, please come forward—you may do so as 
a family if you would like—place your cards in the basket at the 
altar, offer a prayer of thanks to God for the blessings of your life, 
and then depart from the sanctuary. 
 
If you do not have either card with you, please come forward to 
offer a prayer of thanks for the blessings of this past year. 
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