Sunday, September 14, 2025
== YOUth Mission Trip Reflections

Introduction

The grumbling of the religious leaders in today’s gospel is actually
our holy hope: This Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.
That our God seeks and saves the lost is not only a holy hope, it is
our only hope. As the writer of 1 Timothy reminds us, “"The saying
is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners.” Thanks be to God.

Prelude... "Today Is The Day”



Gathering Hymn....

“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”

Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824—1908, alt.

Music: ST. DENIO, Welsh traditional
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2 Un - rest-ing, un - hast-ing, and si - lent as light,
3 To all, life thou giv - est, to both great and small;
4 Thou reign-est in glo - ry;  thou dwell -est  in light;
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n light in - ac - ces - st - ble hid from our eyes,
nor want - ing, nor wast-ing, thou rul - est n might;
n all life thou Liv - est, the true life of all;
thine an - gels a - dore thee, all veil - ing  their sight;
0 &
7"
P&
J
most bless - ed, most glo - rious, the An - cient of Days,
thy jus - tice like moun-tains high soar - ing a - bove
we blos - som and flour - ish  like leaves on  the tree,
all laud we would ren - der; oh, help us to see
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al - might - vy, vic - to - rious, thy great name we  praise!
thy  clouds which are foun-tains  of good - ness and  love.
and with - er and per - ish,  but naught chang-eth  thee.
tis on - ly the splen-dor of light hid - eth  thee!




Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, our maker, our helper,
and our keeper.

Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of
God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful and loving God,

we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy.
We grumble about your grace to others. We turn away from
the poor. Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. Rejoice
over us as ones who were lost and have been found.

Amen.

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ
came into the world to save sinners. You who were lost have been
found. In the name of + Jesus, your sins are forgiven!

Amen.

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to
yourself all those who go astray. Preserve your people in your
loving care, that we may reject whatever is contrary to you and
may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



Psalm 51: Create a Clean Heart in Me, O God

Refrain
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3-4 Have mercy on me, O God, in your goodness; in the
greatness of your compassion wipe out my offense.
Thoroughly was me from my guilt and of my sin cleanse
me.

Refrain.

12-13 A clean heart create for me, O God, and a steadfast
spirit renew within me. Cast me not out from your
presence, and your Holy Spirit take not from me..
Refrain.

14-15 Give me back the joy of your salvation, and a willing
spirit sustain in me. I will teach transgressors your ways,
and sinners shall return to you..

Refrain.



First Reading: Exodus 32:7-14

While Moses is on Mount Sinai, the people grow restless and make
a golden calf to worship. Today’s reading shows Moses as the
mediator between an angry God and a sinful people. Moses
reminds God that the Israelites are God’s own people, and boldly
asks for mercy for them.

The LORD said to Moses, "Go down at once! Your people, whom
you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted

perversely; they have been quick to turn aside from the way that
I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a
calf and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are
your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of
Egypt!” ” The LORD said to Moses, "I have seen this people, how
stiff-necked they are. Now let me alone so that my wrath may
burn hot against them and I may consume them, and of you I will
make a great nation.” But Moses implored the LoRD his God and
said, "O LorD, why does your wrath burn hot against your people,
whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and
with a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with
evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains
and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your
fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your
people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants,
how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will
multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this
land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and
they shall inherit it forever.” ” And the LORD changed his mind
about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people.

HERE ENDS THE READING.



Second Reading: 1 Timothy 1:12-17

The letters to Timothy and Titus are called the pastoral epistles
because they contain advice especially intended for leaders in the
church. Here the mercy shown to Paul, who once persecuted the
church, is cited as evidence that even the most unworthy may
become witnesses to the grace of God.

I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me,
because he considered me faithful and appointed me to his
service, even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor,
and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted
ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me
with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. The saying is sure
and worthy of full acceptance: that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. But for that
very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost,
Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience as an example to
those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. To the
King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and
glory forever and ever. Amen.

HERE ENDS THE READING.

Gospel: Luke 15:1-10
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connection between
the lost being found and sinners repenting. God takes the
initiative to find sinners, each of whom is so precious to God that
their recovery brings joy in heaven.

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen
to [Jesus.] And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and
saying, “"This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” So he
told them this parable: "Which one of you, having a hundred
sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in
the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds

it? And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and
rejoices. And when he comes home, he calls together his friends



and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found
my lost sheep.’” Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in
heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine
righteous persons who need no repentance. “"Or what woman
having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a
lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds

it? And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and
neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that
I had lost.” Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the
angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Sermon Hymn...... "Amazing Grace”
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1 A - maz - ing grace!— how sweet the sound— that

2 "Twas  grace that taught my heart to fear, and

3 Throughman - vy dan - gers, toils, and snares I

4 The Lord has prom - ised good to me; his

5 When we've been there ten thou - sand  years, bright
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saved a wretch  like me! | once was  lost, but
grace my  fears re - lieved; how pre - cious did that
have al - read - vy come; tis grace  has  brought me
word my  hope se - cures; he will my  shield and
shin - ing as the sun, we've  no less days to
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Nnow am found; was blind, but now | see.
grace ap - pear the hour I first be - lieved!
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
por - tion be as long  as life en - dures.
sing God’s praise than when we’d first be - gun.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1—4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmany, 1835



The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen

Prayers of Intercession

Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world,
and all in need.

A brief silence.

Merciful God, pour out your grace upon your church. Forgive us
for the times when we have been unfaithful, and renew our
commitment to your gospel of love. Empower us to live as a
community of mercy.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Merciful God, we ask forgiveness for the ways we have neglected
and harmed this earth and its creatures. Confirm our commitment
to care for all you have made, and grant us wisdom and strength
to take action toward restoring your creation to its fullness.



Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Merciful God, govern all who hold positions of power and
authority. Instruct them to make just decisions that serve the
common good. Make them instruments of your mercy in the
world, working to heal divisions and promote peace.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Merciful God, we lift up all who suffer. Bring healing, comfort, and
peace to those who are sick, grieving, or in pain (We pray
especially for Amanda, Jeff, Eric, Barbara, Lizzy, Christi, Debbie,
Adrian, Katie, Angelika, Danica, Jenna, Dave, Joy, Frank, Kyle,
Tyler, John, Tom, Cherrie, Gene, Jana, Kathie, Del, Regan,
Kristen, Janet, Bob, Michael, Peter and Brian). Give us
compassionate hearts to accompany those who are hurting and
courage to work for justice and mercy.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Merciful God, bind us together as a community of forgiveness and
love. Supply us with humility to seek forgiveness when we have
wronged one another and generosity to extend mercy when we
have been wronged.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Merciful God, we remember in love those who have departed this
life. Console those who mourn, and give them the hope of
resurrection.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus
Christ, our redeemer and friend.
Amen.



Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.

Offering
Offering Song..... "I Come To The Cross”

Offering Prayer

Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have
given to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of
riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what we
have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Thanksgiving at the Table

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.



Distribution

We will be using the intinction method for distribution. You will be
handed bread and asked to dip the bread in the chalice. Gluten-
free bread and grape juice are available. Please make your way
forward by the center aisle, returning down the side. If mobility is
a problem for you, please notify an usher and you will be served
at your seat.

Invitation to Communion
The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.

Communion Song...... “Your Love Defends Me”

Post Communion Prayer

O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and
appointed us to be your servants. Send us to do good and to
share our possessions with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’
name.

Amen.

Blessing

The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, + bless
you now and forever.

Amen.



Sending Hymn..... "Praise The Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing”
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firm be - liev - ing, we are yours, and you the Lord.
ev - 'ty na - tion, may we faith - ful fol - 'wers be.
Text: Howard C. A. Gaunt, 1902—1983, alt.
Music: ALLES IST AN GOTTES SEGEN, Johann Léhner, 1645-1705, adapt.
Text ® Oxford University Press.
Dismissal

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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