Sunday, August 3, 2025
== Eighth Sunday After Pentecost

Introduction

Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are
occasionally overwhelmed by the “unhappy business” of life. Jesus
urges us to take care and be on guard against all kinds of greed.
We who have died with Christ in holy baptism have also been
raised with him and are encouraged to elevate our thinking,
seeking the “things that are above.” To that end we seek the
sustenance of the Lord’s supper and the encouragement of God'’s
word.

Prelude... "Everlasting God”



Gathering Hymn... *Son of God, Eternal Savior”
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1 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav-ior, source of life and truth and grace,
2 As you, Lord, have lived for oth-ers, so may we for oth - ers live.
3 Come, O Christ, and reign a - mong us, King of love and Prince of peace;
4 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav-ior, source of life and truth and grace,
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Word made flesh,whose birth a - mong us hal - lows all our hu - man race,
Free - ly  have your gifts been grant-ed; free-ly may your ser - vants give.
hush the storm of strife and pas-sion,bid its cru-el dis - cords cease.
Word made flesh,whose birth a - mong us hal - lows all our hu - man race:
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you our head,who,throned in glo-ry, for your own will ev - er plead:
Yours the gold and yours the sil-ver, yours the wealth of land and sea;
By your pa-tient years of toil-ing, by vyour si-lent hours of pain,
by your pray-ing, by  your will-ing that your peo-ple should be one,
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fill us with your love and pit -y, heal our wrong,and help our need.
we but stew-ards of  your boun-ty held in sol - emn trust will be.

quench our fe-vered thirst of  plea-sure, stem our self - 1sh  greed of gain.
grant, oh, grant our hope’s fru - 1 - tion: here on earth your will be done.

Text: Somerset C. Lowry, 1855-1932
Music: IN BABILONE, Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710



Confession and Forgiveness

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors
and follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy
and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life you
offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and
generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In
your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of life.
Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through
faith. In the cross of -+ Christ, and through the power of the Holy
Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new
creation.

Amen.

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of
our lives. Teach us to love what is worth loving, to reject what is
offensive to you, and to treasure what is precious in your sight,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



Psalm 107 Give Thanks to the Lord, His Love is
Everlasting

Refrain
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Lord,] his love is ev - - er - last - ing.

23-24 They who sailed the sea in ships, trading on the
deep waters, these saw the works of the LORD and his
wonders in the abyss. Refrain

25-26 His command raised up a storm wind which tossed
its waves on high. They mounted up to the heaven; they
sank to the depths; their hearts melted away in their
plight. Refrain

28-29 They cried to the LORD in their distress; from their
straits he rescued them. He hushed the storm to the
gentle breeze, and the billows of the sea were stilled.

Refrain

30-31 They rejoiced that they were calmed, and he
brought them to their desired haven. Let them give
thanks to the LORD for his kindness and his wondrous
deeds to the children of men. Refrain



First Reading: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23

The teacher of wisdom who wrote Ecclesiastes sees that working
for mere accumulation of wealth turns life into an empty game, a
“"vanity of vanities.” Nevertheless, he asserts in the next verse, it
is good to find enjoyment in one’s work because such enjoyment
is a gift from God.

Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, vanity of vanities! All is
vanity. I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, applied
my mind to seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done
under heaven; it is an unhappy business that God has given to
human beings to be busy with. I saw all the deeds that are done
under the sun; and see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind. I
hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I
must leave it to those who come after me—and who knows
whether they will be wise or foolish? Yet they will be master of all
for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is
vanity. So I turned and gave my heart up to despair concerning all
the toil of my labors under the sun, because sometimes one who
has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to
be enjoyed by another who did not toil for it. This also is vanity
and a great evil. What do mortals get from all the toil and strain
with which they toil under the sun? For all their days are full of
pain, and their work is a vexation; even at night their minds do
not rest. This also is vanity.

HERE ENDS THE READING.



Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-11

Life in Christ includes a radical reorientation of our values. Just as
the newly baptized shed their old clothes and put on new
garments, so Christians are called to let go of greed and take hold
of a life shaped by God'’s love in Christ.

So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your
minds on things that are above, not on things that are on

earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in
God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will
be revealed with him in glory. Put to death, therefore, whatever in
you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and
greed (which is idolatry). On account of these the wrath of God is
coming on those who are disobedient. These are the ways you
also once followed, when you were living that life. But now you
must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, and
abusive language from your mouth. Do not lie to one another,
seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices and
have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed
in knowledge according to the image of its creator. In that
renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is
all and in all!

HERE ENDS THE READING.



Gospel: Luke 12:13-21
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke

Glory to you, O Lord.

In God’s reign, the “rich will be sent away empty.” Jesus uses a
parable to warn against identifying the worth of one’s life with the
value of one’s possessions rather than one’s relationship with God.
Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “"Teacher, tell my brother to
divide the family inheritance with me.” But he said to him,
“Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” And he
said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of
greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of
possessions.” Then he told them a parable: “"The land of a rich
man produced abundantly. And he thought to himself, *‘What
should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ Then he said,
‘T will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and
there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my
soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax,
eat, drink, be merry.’ But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very
night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have
prepared, whose will they be?’ So it is with those who store up
treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Sermon Hymn...... "All Depends on Our Possessing”
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1 All de - pends on our pos - sess -ing  God’s free grace and
2 God, who hith - er - to has fed me and to man - y
5 If on earth my days should length-en, God, my wea - ry
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con - stant bless - ing, though all earth - ly wealth de - part.
joys has  led me, s and ev - er shall be mine.
soul  still strength-en; all my trust in you I place.
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They who trust with  faith un - shak - en by their God are
God, who did so gent - ly school me and who dai - ly
Earth - ly wealth 1is not a - bid - ing; like a stream a -
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not for - sak - en and will keep a daunt - less heart.
guides and rules me, will re - main my help di - vine.
way it's glid - ing; safe | an - chor In  your grace.

Text: Gesangbuch, Niirnberg, 1676; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: ALLES IST AN GOTTES SEGEN, Johann Loéhner, 1645-1705, adapt.



The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen

Prayers of Intercession
In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the
whole church and pray for the needs of the world.

A brief silence.

Renew in your church a perspective of life beyond worldly
pursuits. Build an enthusiasm to embrace life in Christ, so that
Christ, the life of the world, is revealed to everyone.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.



Revitalize and protect the treasures of wild places. Teach all
people to value the earth, winds, waters, trees, and animals, the
gifts that make life possible on this planet.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Speak wisdom to any in positions of power, that they cease
practices of divisiveness, insult, and oppression. Clothe all people
in your image, and establish equity and peace.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Reveal your loving presence in the lives of people suffering hunger
and need, iliness and grief, pain and fear (We pray especially

for Amanda, Jeff, Eric, Barbara, Lizzy, Christi, Adrian, Katie, Tod,
Angelika, Danica, Jenna, Dave, Joy, Frank, Kyle, Tyler, Carol,
Dick, Tom, Jill, Cherrie, Jana, Kathie, Del, Mark, Regan, Mel,
Kristen, Janet, Bob, Michael and Peter ). Give strength to those
who give care, and equip them with compassion as they make
your love known.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Store up in this congregation a full measure of gratitude and
generosity. Guide the work of treasurers and all who attend to
financial matters. Support those whose work in our community is
difficult and demanding; make us mindful of the toil that goes
unnoticed.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Receive our thanks for the lives of your saints who now rest from
their labors. Give us wisdom through their witness and encourage
us in love as we continue our lives in the world.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.



Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in
you, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.

Offering
Offering Song..... “Hallelujah (Your Love Is Amazing)”

Offering Prayer

Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and
the harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these
gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work for the good of
all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

Thanksgiving at the Table

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever.

Amen.

Distribution

We will be using the intinction method for distribution. You will be
handed bread and asked to dip the bread in the chalice. Gluten-
free bread and grape juice are available. Please make your way
forward by the center aisle, returning down the side. If mobility is
a problem for you, please notify an usher and you will be served
at your seat.

Invitation to Communion
The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.

Communion Song...... “"Hungry (Falling On My Knees)”

Post Communion Prayer

Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank
deeply of your grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our
neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Blessing

The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus
Christ fill your hearts; and the life of the Spirit + bless you and
give you peace.

Amen.



Sending Hymn..... "Lead Me, Guide Me”

Moderato For Thy name's sake lead me, and guide me — Psalm 31:3 KJV
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I. T amweak and | need Thy strength and pow'r, To  help me
2. Help me tread in the paths of right - eous-ness, Be my aid when
J I am losty if you take vour hand from me, | am blind with -
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o-ver my weak -est hour, Let me thru the dark-ness Thy face to
Sa-tanand sin op-press. I am put-ting all my trust in
out  Thy Light to see, Lord, just al - ways let me Thy ser- vant
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see, Lead me,oh Lord, lead
Thee, Lead me, oh  Lord, lead
be, Lead me, oh  Lord, lead
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long the way, For  if you lead
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Continued....




Lord, let me walk each day with Thee,
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Lead me, oh Lord, lead me.
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WORDS:  Doris Akers

MUSIC:  Doris Akers; arr. by Maxine Blackbum

Copyright © 1951 by Doris Akers. Copyright renewed.  All nghts administered by Unichappell Music. Inc
Intemational copynight secuncd. All nghts reserved

Dismissal

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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