Sunday, August 10, 2025
== Ninth Sunday After Pentecost

Introduction

Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the
kingdom.” It is God’s promise from the beginning—to Abraham, to
the early church, and to the "“little flock” of which we are a part in
today’s assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal gift, trusts the promises
of God. Have no fear.

Prelude... "Because He Lives (Amen)”



Gathering Hymn... "Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”
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bar - ren land. I am weak, but you are might-y; hold me
wa - ters flow; let the fire and cloud-y pil - lar lead me
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with your pow’r-ful hand. Bread of heav-en, bread of heav - en,
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feed me now and ev - er - more, feed me now and ev - er - more.
shield me with your might-y  arm, shield me with your might-y arm.
| will raise for - ev - er - more, | will raise for - ev - er - more.

Text: William Williams, 1717—-1791; tr. William Williams and Peter Williams, 1722-1796, alt.
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932



Confession and Forgiveness

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors
and follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy
and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life you
offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and
generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In
your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of life.
Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through
faith. In the cross of -+ Christ, and through the power of the Holy
Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new
creation.

Amen.

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of
your church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we
may be ready to receive you wherever you appear, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



Psalm 33 Blessed The People

Refrain
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Bles-sed the peo - ple the Lord has cho - sen to be his own.

1 Exult, you just, in the LORD; praise from the upright is
fitting. Blessed the nation whose God is the LORD, the
people he has chosen for his own iheritance. Refrain

2 See, the eyes of the LORD are upon those who fear him,
up on those who hope for his kindness, to deliver them
from death and preserve them in spite of famine. Refrain

3 Our soul waits for the LORD, sho is our help and our
sheild. May your kindness, O LORD, be upon us who have
put our hope in you. Refrain



First Reading: Genesis 15:1-6

God promises childless and aging Abram that a child of his own
will be his heir and that his descendants will number as many as
the stars. Abram trusts God’s promise, and through this faith he is
considered righteous.

After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision,
“Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be
very great.” But Abram said, “O Lord Gob, what will you give me,
for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of
Damascus?” And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring,
and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” But the word of
the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one
but your very own issue shall be your heir.” He brought him
outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you
are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your
descendants be.” And he believed the LORD; and

the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.

HERE ENDS THE READING.



Second Reading: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

Abraham and Sarah exemplify the vision of faith that people of
God enact in every age. Their hope and trust in God’s promise
allowed them to face an unknown future and to receive the
promise of God.

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen. Indeed, by faith our ancestors received

approval. By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared
by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things
that are not visible. By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called
to set out for a place that he was to receive as an inheritance; and
he set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he stayed
for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land,
living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of
the same promise. For he looked forward to the city that has
foundations, whose architect and builder is God. By faith he
received power of procreation, even though he was too old—and
Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him faithful who
had promised. Therefore from one person, and this one as good
as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven
and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” All of
these died in faith without having received the promises, but from
a distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they
were strangers and foreigners on the earth, for people who speak
in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If
they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they
would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a
better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not
ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for
them.

HERE ENDS THE READING.



Gospel: Luke 12:32-40
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus encourages disciples to invest their hearts and live fully into
God’s reign. Instead of facing life with fear, those who know God’s
generosity are always ready to receive from God and to give to
others.

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure
to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms.
Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing
treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth
destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who
are waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet,
so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and
knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert
when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have
them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. If he
comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds
them so, blessed are those slaves. “"But know this: if the owner of
the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would
not have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, for
the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Sermon Hymn...... "Have No Fear, Little Flock”
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give you the king -dom; have no fear, lit - tle flock!
his love for - ev - er; have good cheer, Iit - tle flock!
lift and re - store you; praise the Lord high a - bove!

all things  works with you; thank - ful  hearts raise to  God!

Text: Luke 12:32, st. 1; Marjorie Jillson, b. 1931, sts. 24
Music: LITTLE FLOCK, Heinz Werner Zimimermann, b. 1930
Text and music © 1973 Concordia Publishing House.



The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen

Prayers of Intercession
In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the
whole church and pray for the needs of the world.

A brief silence.

Keep the heart of your church set firmly in you so that, with lamps
lit and attentive to Christ’s call at any time or place, your people
are ready to respond with faithful action for the sake of the world.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Worlds were prepared by your word. Speak healing and protection
upon the earth, especially where life and habitats are threatened.
Guide the work of astronomers and all who teach us about the
stars and galaxies.

Lord, in your mercy,



hear our prayer.

You know the actions and deeds of the nations. Turn humanity
away from instruments of war and violence. Fashion the hearts of
world leaders to work for peace.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Let your lovingkindness be on those in need (We pray especially
for Amanda, Jeff, Eric, Barbara, Lizzy, Christi, Debbie, Adrian,
Katie, Tod, Angelika, Danica, Jenna, Dave, Joy, Frank, Kyle, Tyler,
Carol, Dick, Tom, Jill, Cherrie, Jana, Kathie, Del, Mark, Regan,
Mel, Kristen, Janet, Bob, Michael and Peter). Assure all who are
afraid or experiencing great uncertainty that your promises are
sure.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Calm the fears of migrants and refugees who set out, not knowing
where they go. Provide shelter, sustenance, protection from harm,
and welcome. Bless the work of Lutheran Immigration and
Refugee Service and other means of support and advocacy.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We celebrate the ancestors in the faith who built their lives on
your promises and died having seen them only from a distance.
Sustain us in our hope of things not seen. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in
you, in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.



Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.

Offering
Offering Song..... “We Declare Your Majesty”

Offering Prayer

Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and
the harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these
gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work for the good of
all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

Thanksgiving at the Table

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever.

Amen.



Distribution

We will be using the intinction method for distribution. You will be
handed bread and asked to dip the bread in the chalice. Gluten-
free bread and grape juice are available. Please make your way
forward by the center aisle, returning down the side. If mobility is
a problem for you, please notify an usher and you will be served
at your seat.

Invitation to Communion
The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.

Communion Song...... “Unfailing Love”

Post Communion Prayer

Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank
deeply of your grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our
neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Blessing

The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus
Christ fill your hearts; and the life of the Spirit + bless you and
give you peace.

Amen.



Sending Hymn..... "I Want To Be Ready”

Refrain
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I know, good Lord, I’ll meet you there, - <A - -
oh, he was filled with the Ho - ly Ghost, "aIK I Je-ru-sa-lem just like John.
Text: African American spiritual
Music: WALK IN JERUSALEM. African American spiritual
Dismissal

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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