Sunday, July 13, 2025
== Fifth Sunday After Pentecost

Introduction

To love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and
mind is to reflect God’s mercy in responding to one’s neighbor.
That mercy found its most profound expression in the “gospel that
has come to you”—namely the life, death, and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. That gospel mercy comes to us again today: at the
font, at the table, and from the pulpit. It is very near to you.

Prelude... "Our God Is Here”



Gathering Hymn.

.. 'God is Here”

Text: Fred Pratt
Music: ABBOT

Green, 1903-2000
S LEIGH, Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-1991
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1 God 18 here! As we your  peo - ple meet to of - fer

2 Here are sym-bols to re - mind us of our life - long

3 Here our chil-dren find a wel - come  in the Shep - herd’s
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praise and prayer, may we find in full - er mea-sure
need of  grace; here are ta - ble, font, and pul - pit;
flock and fold; here as bread and wine are tak - en,
change and doubt, keep wus  faith - ful to the gos - pel;
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what it 18 n Christ we  share. Here, as n the
here the cross has cen - tral place. Here in  hon - es -
Christ sus - tains us as of  old. Here the ser - vants
help  us work  your pur - pose out Here, in  this day’s
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world a - round us, all our var - 1ed skills and arts
ty of preach-ing, here in st - lence, as in  speech,
of the  Ser - vant seek h wor - ship to ex - plore
ded - 1 - ca - tion, all we  have to  give, re - ceive;
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wait the com-ing of the Spir - it in - to o - pen minds and hearts.
here, in new-ness and re-new - al, God the Spir-it comes to each.
what it meansin dai -ly liv-ing to be - lieve and to a - dore.
we, who can-not live with-out you, we a - dore you! We be - lieve!

Text © 1979 and Music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.




Confession and Forgiveness

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors
and follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy
and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life you
offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and
generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In
your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of life.
Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through
faith. In the cross of -+ Christ, and through the power of the Holy
Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new
creation.

Amen.

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

O Lord God, your mercy delights us, and the world longs for your
loving care. Hear the cries of everyone in need, and turn our
hearts to love our neighbors with the love of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



Psalm 19 Your Words, Lord, Are Spirit And Life

Refrain
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[are spi-rit] and life:

Your words, Lord, are Spir-rit

8 The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the soul; The
decree of the Lord is trustworthy, giving wisdom to the
simple. Refrain.

9 The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing in the heart;
The command of the Lord is clear, enlightening the eye.
Refrain.

10 The fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever; The
ordinances of the Lord are true, all of them just. Refrain.

15 They are more precious than gold, than a heap of purest
gold; sweeter also than syrup or honey from the comb.
Refrain.



First Reading: Deuteronomy 30:9-14

Moses calls the people who are about to enter the promised land
to renew the covenant God made with their ancestors. Through
this covenant God gives life and asks for obedience. God’s
commandment is neither burdensome nor too far off, but dwells in
the people’s hearts.

The LORD your God will make you abundantly prosperous in all
your undertakings, in the fruit of your body, in the fruit of your
livestock, and in the fruit of your soil. For the LORD will again take
delight in prospering you, just as he delighted in prospering your
ancestors, when you obey the LORD your God by observing his
commandments and decrees that are written in this book of the
law, because you turn to the LORD your God with all your heart
and with all your soul. Surely, this commandment that I am
commanding you today is not too hard for you, nor is it too far
away. It is not in heaven, that you should say, "Who will go up to
heaven for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it and
observe it?” Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say,
“"Who will cross to the other side of the sea for us, and get it for us
so that we may hear it and observe it?” No, the word is very near
to you; it is in your mouth and in your heart for you to observe.

HERE ENDS THE READING.



Second Reading: Colossians 1:1-14

The letter to the Colossians was written to warn its readers of
various false teachings. The first part of the letter is an expression
of thanks for the faith, hope, and love that mark this community,
including a prayer for strength and courage.

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy
our brother,

To the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in
Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our Father. In our
prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, for we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the
love that you have for all the saints, because of the hope laid up
for you in heaven. You have heard of this hope before in the word
of the truth, the gospel that has come to you. Just as it is bearing
fruit and growing in the whole world, so it has been bearing fruit
among yourselves from the day you heard it and truly
comprehended the grace of God. This you learned from Epaphras,
our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on
your behalf, and he has made known to us your love in the Spirit.
For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased
praying for you and asking that you may be filled with the
knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and

understanding, so that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully
pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you
grow in the knowledge of God. May you be made strong with all
the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you be
prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving
thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the
inheritance of the saints in the light. He has rescued us from the
power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his
beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of
sins.

HERE ENDS THE READING.



Gospel: Luke 10:25-37
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus is challenged to explain what is involved in obeying the
greatest commandment. He tells a parable rich in surprises: those
expected to show pity display hard hearts while the lowly give and
receive unexpected and lavish mercy.

Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said,
“what must I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to him, *“What is
written in the law? What do you read there?” He answered, “You
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your
neighbor as yourself.” And he said to him, “You have given the
right answer; do this, and you will live.” But wanting to justify
himself, he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied,
“A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into
the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went
away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going
down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other
side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw
him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan while traveling
came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity.
He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and
wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to
an inn, and took care of him. The next day he took out two
denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him;
and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you
spend.” Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the
man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” He said, “"The one
who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise.”
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Sermon Hymn...... “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love”
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I Kneels at the feet of his friends, si - lent-ly wash-es their feet,
2 Neigh-bors are wealth-y and poor, var - ied in col -or and race,
3 These are the ones we will serve, these are the ones we will love;
4 Kneel at the feet of our friends, si - lent-ly wash-ing their feet:
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mas - ter who acts as a slave to them.
neigh-bors are near - by and  far a - way.
all  these are neigh-bors to us and  you.
this 1s the way we will live with  you.

Text: Tom Colvin, 1925-2000, alt.
Music: CHEREPONI, Ghanaian folk tune, adapt. Tom Colvin
Text and music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carcl Stream, IL 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission.




The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen

Prayers of Intercession

In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the
whole church and pray for the needs of the world.

A brief silence.

Saving God, awaken your church to your truth as it follows your
path of love. Encourage pastors, deacons, teachers, and
seminarians, and lead them as they seek to learn your ways.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Prosper the harvests of fruit-bearing bushes, trees, and plants.
Uphold farmers and farm workers as they labor through summer
days, and bring relief to lands that are parched with heat.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.



Instill in leaders of the world a strong love for their neighbors.
Compel them to govern with equity and to give aid and protection
to people who are vulnerable, especially strangers, migrants, and
asylum seekers.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Draw near to people in need of help, comfort, and healing
(especially Amanda, Jeff, Eric, Lizzy, Christi, Adrian, Katie, Tod,
Angelika, Jenna, Dave, Joy, Frank, Kyle, Tyler, Carol, Dick, Tom,
Jill, Jana, Kathie, Del, Mark, Mel, Kristen, Janet, Bob, Michael and
Peter). Provide protection and aid to children who are unsafe and
undernourished while on summer break.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Go with all who travel, and protect them from harm. Put in their
paths people who offer aid. We pray especially for the safety of
first responders. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We give you thanks for all who have gone before us and have
made your love known (especially Charlie, Norman, Dan, Gabriele,
Phil and Ted). Help us to follow their witness as we await our
share in the inheritance of the saints.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in
you, in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.



Offering
Offering Song..... “In The Secret”

Offering Prayer

Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and
the harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these
gifts of the earth

and our labor, that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

Thanksgiving at the Table

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever.

Amen.



Distribution

We will be using the intinction method for distribution. You will be
handed bread and asked to dip the bread in the chalice. Gluten-
free bread and grape juice are available. Please make your way
forward by the center aisle, returning down the side. If mobility is
a problem for you, please notify an usher and you will be served
at your seat.

Invitation to Communion
The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.

Communion Song...... “Holy Forever”

Post Communion Prayer

Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank
deeply of your grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our
neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Blessing

The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus
Christ fill your hearts; and the life of the Spirit + bless you and
give you peace.

Amen.



Sending Hymn..... "Go, Make Disciples”

9] e~ — _—
A 4 Y — T ] 4
&> 7| e = - ¢

7 —

“Go, make dis - ci - ples, bap-tiz - ing  them, teach-ing  them.
N | [
ps 4 a o il i . —
OX = T RS -
J [ I
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Go, be the salt of the earth. Go, be the lightfor the world.
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serv - ing me. Go, make dis - ¢1 - ples.”
Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950
Music: GO, MAKE DISCIPLES, Handt Hanson
Text and music © 1996 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc., admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Dismissal

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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