Sunday, March 2, 2025
= Transfiguration of Our Lord

Introduction

Witnesses to the glory of God in the face of Jesus reflect that glory in the
world. It was true for Moses. It was doubtless true for Peter, James, and
John. We pray that it will be true of all of us who see God’s glory in the
word and in the supper and who are being “transformed into the same
image” by God’s Spirit.

Prelude... “You Have Saved Us”



Gathering Hymn... "I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”
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light to the world. The star of my life is Je - sus.
shine on my path, and show me the way to the Fa - ther.
pa-tience the race, we shall know the joy of Je - sus.
Refrain
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cit -y of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Je - sus.

Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934
Music: HOUSTON, Kathleen Thomerson
Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration




Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, our creator, our protector, our
wellspring of life.

Amen.

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let
us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you speak blessing and compassion into the world. Forgive us for
the ways we act with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. We ignore
the needs of our neighbors; we resist your call to oppose injustice;
we give in to scarcity and fear; we assume the worst about one
another. Cleanse us from our faults and release us from their grasp.
Show us your lovingkindness. Restore our hearts and repair your
world, that we may live in Christ’s ways.

Amen.

God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed
you. I have called you by name. You are mine.” In -+ Christ, you are
forgiven. In the Spirit, you are made free. Refreshed by the waters of
mercy, live anew as beloved children of God.

Amen.

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Holy God, mighty and immortal, you are beyond our knowing, yet we see
your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. Transform us into the likeness of your
Son, who renewed our humanity so that we may share in his divinity, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.



Psalm 92: 2-3, 13-16
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Lord it is  good] to  give thanks to you.

2-3 It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praise to your
name, Most High, to proclaim your kindness at dawn and your
faithfulness throughout the night. Refrain.

13-14 The just one shall flourish like the palm tree, like a cedar of
Lebanon shall he grow. They that are planted in the house of the
Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God. Refrain.

15-16 They shall bear fruit even in old age; vigorous and sturdy
shall they be, declaring how just is the Lord, my rock, in whom
there is no wrong. Refrain.

First Reading: Exodus 34:29-35

Moses’ face shone with the reflected glory of God after he received the Ten
Commandments on Mount Sinai. The sight caused the Israelites to be
afraid, so Moses wore a veil to mask the radiance of God’s glory, taking it
off when he spoke directly with God.

Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain
with the two tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that
the skin of his face shone because he had been talking with God. When
Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face was shining, and
they were afraid to come near him. But Moses called to them; and Aaron
and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke
with them. Afterward all the Israelites came near, and he gave them in
commandment all that the LorD had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. When
Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face; but
whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak with him, he would take
the veil off, until he came out; and when he came out, and told the
Israelites what he had been commanded, the Israelites would see the face



of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put the
veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with him.

HERE ENDS THE READING.

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2

In his debates with the Corinthians, Paul contrasts the glory of Moses with
the glory of Christ. The Israelites could not see Moses’ face because of the
veil. But in Christ we see the unveiled glory of God and are transformed
into Christ’s likeness.

Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, not like
Moses, who put a veil over his face to keep the people of Israel from gazing
at the end of the glory that was being set aside. But their minds were
hardened. Indeed, to this very day, when they hear the reading of the old
covenant, that same veil is still there, since only in Christ is it set

aside. Indeed, to this very day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their
minds; but when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. Now the Lord is
the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And all of
us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a
mirror, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of
glory to another; for this comes from the Lord, the Spirit. Therefore, since it
is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose
heart. We have renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to
practice cunning or to falsify God’s word; but by the open statement of the
truth we commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of
God.

HERE ENDS THE READING.

Gospel: Luke 9:28-43a
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke

Glory to you, O Lord.

The conversation about Jesus’ suffering and death is enclosed in a dazzling
foreshadowing of the resurrection. God affirms Jesus’ identity, the disciples
are stunned speechless, and Jesus resumes his mission with a
demonstration of his power over evil.

Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and
John and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. And while he was
praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became
dazzling white. Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to
him. They appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he
was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and his companions were
weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his



glory and the two men who stood with him. Just as they were leaving him,
Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make three
dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—not knowing
what he said. While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed
them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. Then from the
cloud came a voice that said, "This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to

him!” When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept
silent and in those days told no one any of the things they had seen. On the
next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd met
him. Just then a man from the crowd shouted, “Teacher, I beg you to look
at my son; he is my only child. Suddenly a spirit seizes him, and all at once
he shrieks. It convulses him until he foams at the mouth; it mauls him and
will scarcely leave him. I begged your disciples to cast it out, but they could
not.” Jesus answered, “You faithless and perverse generation, how much
longer must I be with you and bear with you? Bring your son here.” While
he was coming, the demon dashed him to the ground in convulsions. But
Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the boy, and gave him back to his
father. And all were astounded at the greatness of God.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Sermon Hymn...... "How Good, Lord, To Be Here”
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1 How good, Lord, to be here! Your glo - ry fills the night;
2 How good, Lord, to be here, your beau-ty to be - hold
3 Ful - fill - er of the past and hope of things to be,
4 Be - fore we taste of death, we see your king - dom come;
5 How good, Lord, to be here! Yet we may not re - main;
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your face and gar-ments, like the sun, shine with un - bor-rowed light.
where Mo - ses and E - 1i - jah stand, your mes-sen-gers of old.

we  haill yourbod-y glo - ri- fied and our re-demp-tion see.
we long to hold the  wvi - sion bright and make this hill our home.
but since you bid us leave the mount, come with us to the plain.

Text: Joseph A. Robinson, 1858-1933, alt.
Music: POTSDAM, W. Mercer, The Church Psalter and Hymn Book, 1854

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen



Prayers of Intercession
With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church,
the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Transfiguring God, through the glory of your presence, you transform us.
Move the church from complacency to boldness in sharing the good news
with others. Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for your creation. As seasons change, give patience and skill to all
who tend to animals giving birth. Grant nourishing weather for the growing
of crops. Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for all in leadership, especially for our President and those who
lead states, counties, and town councils. Give them wisdom to protect local
resources so that all will flourish both now and in the years to come. Lord in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Bring your healing grace to those who feel distant from you. Speak comfort
to those who need your words of mercy. We pray for those close to our
communities and in our hearts (especially Jeff, Eric, Dan, Charlie, Terry,
Barbara, Lizzy, Christi, Michael, Angelika, Sheila, Jenna, Dave, Joy, Frank,
Vicki, Tyler, Dick, Dan, Kristin, Tom, Michael, Gabriele, Don, Betty, Prentice,
Rebecca, Bonnie, Kathie, Del, Mark, Kristen, Bob, Michael, and Peter). Lord
in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of our past, present, and future, lead us into new beginnings, trusting
in the promise of new life in Christ. Accompany congregations needing to
close, and give courage to congregations starting new. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Renewing God, the saints who have gone before us (especially Mark and
Ruth) witnessed to the ways you transform your church and people. We
give thanks for their example and pray we carry it forward. Lord in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.



We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that
your promise is revealed among the people.
Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.

Offering
Offering Song..... “We Declare Your Majesty”

Offering Prayer

God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to the
depths of the seas. Bless what we offer to your service: our gifts, our
abilities, and our hearts. Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, now
and always.

Amen.

Thanksgiving at the Table

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.



Distribution

We will be using the intinction method for distribution. You will be handed
bread and asked to dip the bread in the chalice. Gluten-free bread and
grape juice are available. Please make your way forward by the center
aisle, returning down the side. If mobility is a problem for you, please notify
an usher and you will be served at your seat.

Invitation to Communion
The joy of the Lord is our strength. Come, eat this meal of gladness.

Communion Song...... “Shine On Us”

Post Communion Prayer

Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of food
and drink. Strengthen us for service, and send us out to embody your good
news of liberation and healing for the sake of the world.

In the name of Christ we pray,

Amen.

Blessing

The Spirit of the triune God + bless you with joy, anoint you with
compassion, and send you in love.

Amen.



Sending Hymn... "This Little Light of Mine”
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1 This lit - tle light of mine, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
2 Ev-'ry - where I go, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
3 Je - sus gave it to me, ’m goin’-a let it shine;
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this lit - tle light of mine, I'm goin"-a let it shine;
ev - 'ty - where 1 go, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
Je - sus gave 1t to me, I’'m goin’-a let it shine;
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this lit - tle light of mine, I'm goin’-a let it shine,
ev - 'ty - where 1 go, I'm goin’-a let it shine,
Je - sus gave 1t to me, I'm goin’-a let it shine,
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let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
Text: African American spiritual
Music: THIS JOY, African American spiritual
Dismissal

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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