Sunday, March 16, 2025
== Second Sunday in Lent

Introduction

Though we sometimes doubt and often resist God’s desire to protect and
save us, our God persists. In holy baptism, God’s people have been called
and gathered into a God-initiated relationship that will endure. Lent
provides the church with a time and a tradition in which to seek God’s face
again. Lent provides another occasion to behold the God of our salvation in
the face of the Blessed One who “comes in the name of the Lord.”

Prelude... "Our God Saves”



Gathering Hymn... "My Hope is Built on Nothing Less”
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1 My hope is built on noth-ing less than Je-sus’ blood and righ-teous-ness;
2 Whendark-ness veils his love-ly face, I rest on his un - chang-ing grace;
3 His oath, his cov - e - nant, his blood sus -tainme in the rag - ing flood;
4 When he shall come with trum-pet sound, oh, may I then in him be found,
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no mer-it of my own I claim,but whol - ly lean on Je - sus’ name.
in ev-ry high and storm -y gale my an - chorholds with-in the veil
when all sup-ports are washed a-way, he then all my hope and stay.
clothed in his righ-teous-ness a-lone, re - deemed to stand be - fore the throne!
0 Refrain
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On Christ, the sol - 1d rock, I stand; all oth - er ground is
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sink-ing sand, all oth - er ground sink - ing  sand.

Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt.
Music: THE SOLID ROCK, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868




Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose
mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding
love.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate One,

you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, but our lives
do not always reflect you and your love for the world. We do not
show others the tender compassion you have shown to us. We do
not welcome others with the radical hospitality you grant to all
people. We oppress others, even though you have set us free again
and again. We squander the abundant gifts of the earth. Transform
our lives and guide us again in the way of the cross.

Amen.

Beloved in Christ, God’s arms are always stretched open wide to welcome
the wandering ones home. In + Christ your sins are forgiven. You have a
place in God’s house forever.

Amen.

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise everlasting
life to the world. Gather all peoples into your arms, and shelter us with your
mercy, that we may rejoice in the life we share in your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.



Psalm 27 The Lord is My Light and My Salvation
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The Lordis my light and my sal-va-tion. The Lord is my light and sal - va-tion.

1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom should I fear? The
Lord is my [my] life’s refuge; of whom should I be afraid?
Refrain.

7-8 Hear, O Lord, the sound of my call; have pity on me; and
answer me. Of you my heart [my heart] speaks; you my glance
seeks. Refrain.

8-9 Your presence, O Lord, [O Lord] I seek. Hide not your face
from me; Do not in anger repel [repel] your servant. You are my
helper: cast me not off. Refrain.

13-14 1 believe that I shall see the bounty of the Lord in the land of
the living. Wait for the Lord with courage; be stouthearted, and
wait for the Lord. Refrain.



First Reading: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18

God promises a childless and doubting Abram that he will have a child, that
his descendants will be as numerous as the stars, and that the land of
Canaan will be their inheritance. Abram’s trust in God is sealed with a
covenant-making ceremony, a sign of God’s promise.

After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, "Do not
be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” But
Abram said, “O Lord Gob, what will you give me, for I continue childless,
and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “You
have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my
heir.” But the word of the LorRD came to him, “This man shall not be your
heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” He brought him
outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able
to count them.” Then he said to him, “"So shall your descendants be.” And
he believed the LorD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.
Then he said to him, "I am the LorD who brought you from Ur of the
Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.” But he said, "O Lord Gob, how
am I to know that I shall possess it?” He said to him, "Bring me a heifer
three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a
turtledove, and a young pigeon.” He brought him all these and cut them in
two, laying each half over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in
two. And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove
them away. As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and
a deep and terrifying darkness descended upon him. When the sun had
gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed
between these pieces. On that day the LOrRD made a covenant with Abram,
saying, “To your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the
great river, the river Euphrates.”

HERE ENDS THE READING.



Second Reading: Philippians 3:17-4:1

Although Paul’s devotion to Christ has caused him to be persecuted, he
does not regret the course he has taken. Writing from prison, he expresses
confidence in a glorious future and encourages other Christians to follow in
his footsteps.

Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live
according to the example you have in us. For many live as enemies of the
cross of Christ; I have often told you of them, and now I tell you even with
tears. Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory is in
their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. But our citizenship is in
heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus
Christ. He will transform the body of our humiliation that it may be
conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to
make all things subject to himself. Therefore, my brothers and sisters,
whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this
way, my beloved.

HERE ENDS THE READING.

Gospel: Luke 13:31-35
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke

Glory to you, O Lord.

Neither Herod’s plotting nor Jerusalem’s resistance to maternal love will
deter Jesus from his sacrificial mission.

At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus,] “"Get away from
here, for Herod wants to kill you.” He said to them, “"Go and tell that fox for
me, ‘Listen, I am casting out demons and performing cures today and
tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. Yet today, tomorrow, and
the next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to
be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the
prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to
gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings,
and you were not willing! See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you
will not see me until the time comes when you say, 'Blessed is the one who
comes in the name of the Lord.””

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Baptism of Hannah Rose Haggard
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PRESENTATION

Pastor: God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living
hope through the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God
delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We
are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the
gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world.

Sponsors: We present Hannah Rose Haggard for baptism.

Pastor: Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do
you desire to have Hannah baptized into Christ?

Parents: We do.

Pastor: As you bring Hannah to receive the gift of baptism, you are
entrusted with responsibilities:
o to live with her among God's faithful people,
o bring her to the Word of God and the holy supper,
o teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten
Commandments,
place in her hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture her in faith and prayer,
so that she may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
o and work for justice and peace.
Do you promise to help Hannah grow in the Christian faith and life?

OO O O O O

Parents: We do.

Pastor: Sponsors, Do you promise to nurture Hannah in the Christian faith
as you are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant
of baptism and in communion with the church?

Sponsors: We do.



Pastor: People of God, do you promise to support Hannah and pray for her
in her new life in Christ?

Congregation: We do.
PROFESSION OF FAITH
Pastor: 1 ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and
confess the faith of the church. Do you renounce the devil and all the forces
that defy God?
Response: I renounce them.
Pastor: Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
Pastor: Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
Response: I renounce them.
Pastor: Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
Response: I renounce them.

(Please Stand)
The presiding pastor addresses the candidates and the congregation.

P Do you believe in God the Father?

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

C I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to
the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to
judge the living and the dead.

P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?



C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT

P  The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things. Your voice thundered
over the waters at creation. You water the mountains and send springs into
the valleys to refresh and satisfy all living things. Through the waters of the
flood you carried those in the ark to safety. Through the sea you led your
people Israel from slavery to freedom. In the wilderness you nourished
them with water from the rock, and you brought them across the river
Jordan to the promised land. By the baptism of his death and resurrection,
your Son Jesus has carried us to safety and freedom. The floods shall not
overwhelm us, and the deep shall not swallow us up, for Christ has brought
us over to the land of promise. He sends us to make disciples, baptizing in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Pour out your Holy Spirit; wash away sin in this cleansing water; clothe the
baptized with Christ; and claim your daughters and sons, no longer slave
and free, no longer male and female, but one with all the baptized in Christ
Jesus, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C Amen.
BAPTISM

P Hannah Rose Haggard, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.



C

Blessed be God, the source of all life, the word of salvation, the spirit
of mercy. Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water
and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and sons new birth,
cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. Sustain Hannah
with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge
and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now
and forever.

Amen.

Hannah Rose Haggard child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy
Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.

Amen.

WELCOME

A

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in heaven. Let us welcome the newly
baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission
we share: join us in giving thanks and praise to God and
bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world.



Sermon Hymn...... “"Thy Holy Wings”
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1 Thy  ho - ly wings, O Sav - ior, spread gent-ly o - ver me,
2 Oh, let me nes - tle  near thee, with - in thy down-y breast
3 Oh, wash me in the wa - ters of No-ah’s cleans-ing flood.
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and let me rest se - cure-ly through good and 1ill in thee.
where [ will find sweet com-fort and peace with - in thy nest.
Give me a will-ing spir - i, a heart both clean and good.
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rock and hid-ing place,

Oh, be my strength and por-tion, my
Oh, close thy wings a - round me and keep me safe-ly there,
Oh, take 1in - to thy keep-ing thy chil-dren greatand small,
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and let my ev-'ry mo - ment be lived with-in thy grace.
for I am but a new - born and need thy ten-der care.
and while we sweet-ly slum - ber, en - fold us one and all.

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903, sts. 1, 3; Gracia Grindal, b. 1943, st. 2; tr. composite
Music: BRED DINA VIDA VINGAR, Swedish folk tune

Text © 1983 Gracia Grindal, admin. Selah Publishing Co., Inc., agent.



Prayers of Intercession
Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and
all those in need.

A brief silence.

Holy God, you long to gather your church under your wings. Bless all
churches, especially all persecuted churches, that your people may take
heart and stand firm as they witness and minister in your name. Lord in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Holy God, you give shelter to living things as numerous as the stars.
Strengthen the voice of prophets who call humanity to faithful care for the
planet, that they would not be silenced but heeded as your messengers.
Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Holy God, you raised up leaders like Abram, Sarai, and Paul to show your
people what it means to rely on your promises. Guide today’s leaders to
work for justice and safeguard the world for future generations. Lord in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Holy God, you are the stronghold of our life. Care tenderly for those who
are ill in body or mind, and for people living in fear or need (especially Jeff,
Eric, Dan, Charlie, Terry, Barbara, Lizzy, Christi, Katie, Michael, Angelika,
Sheila, Jenna, Dave, Joy, Frank, Vicki, Kyle, Tyler, Dick, Dan, Kristin, Tom,
Jill, Michael, Gabriele, Don, Betty, Prentice, Rebecca, Bonnie, Kathie, Del,
Mark, Kristen, Bob, Michael, and Peter).May all know they are not alone.
Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Holy God, you offer us citizenship in heaven. Unite communities of faith
who are divided over earthly things, that following the way of your Son,
they may set aside grudges and serve their neighbors with generosity and
love. Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.



Holy God, you are our light and our salvation. We give thanks for the saints
who have gone before us. Help us to trust in you as they did and to live
according to their example.

Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your
love, in the name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life.
Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.

Offering
Offering Song..... “Everlasting God”

Offering Prayer

Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures among us, opening your
heart to the world. As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, deepen
our commitment to sharing those treasures with others, through our Savior,
Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Thanksgiving at the Table

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.

Distribution

We will be using the intinction method for distribution. You will be handed
bread and asked to dip the bread in the chalice. Gluten-free bread and
grape juice are available. Please make your way forward by the center
aisle, returning down the side. If mobility is a problem for you, please notify
an usher and you will be served at your seat.

Invitation to Communion
All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread.

Communion Song...... “The Power of Your Love”

Post Communion Prayer

Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us new.
Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities, that your
liberating love might nourish the world into freedom, in the name of the
crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Blessing

God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the reconciling Spirit,
+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.



Sending Hymn... "What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine”
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I What a fel - low-ship, what a  joy di-vine, lean - ing on the ev - er-
2 Oh, how sweet to walk in this pil-grim way, lean - ing on the ev - er-
3 What have 1 to dread,what have I to fear, lean - ing on the ev - er-
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last-ing arms; what a bless - ed-ness, what a peace is mine,
last-ing arms; oh, how bright the path grows from day to day,
last-ing arms? I have bless - ed peace with my Lord so near,
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lean - ing on the ev - er last ing arms.
lean - ing on the ev - er last ing arms.
lean - ing on the ev - er last ing arms.
Refrain
0 4
7 #
—r z |
7 c ’ ‘
Lean - ing, lean - 1ng, safe and se-cure from all a - larms;
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lean - ing, lean - ing, lean-ing on the ev-er - last - ing arms.
Text: Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1929
Music: SHOWALTER, Anthony J. Showalter, 18581924
Dismissal

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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