Introduction
Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of our God. While John
the baptizer’s voice in the wilderness may be the principal focus of the day,
Malachi’s prophecy could as easily herald the coming Christ as forerunner of
the LoRrRD of hosts. Finally all the baptized are called to participate in the
sharing of the gospel. In so doing we prepare the way for the coming of
Jesus and assist all people in capturing a vision of the “salvation of God.”

Prelude... "Shout To The North”

Sunday, December 8, 2024
= Second Sunday of Advent

Gathering Hymn... "Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus”
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1 Come, thou long-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, born to set thy peo-ple free;
2 Born thy peo-ple to de -liv-er, born a child, and yet a king;
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from our fears and sins re - lease us; let s find our rest in thee.
born to reign in us for-ev -er, now thy gra-cious king-dom bring.
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Is -rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, hope of all the earth thou art,
By thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it rule in all our hearts a - lone;
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
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Music: JEFFERSON, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
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glo -rious throne.




Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts
up the lowly, who fills the hungry with good things.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.

Silence is kept for reflection.
God for whom we wait,
in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. We
fail in believing that your good news is for us.
We falter in our call to tend your creation. We find our sense of self
in material wealth. We fear those different from ourselves. We
forget that we are your children and turn away from your love.
Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace.
Amen.
God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the power of
the Holy Spirit, + your sins are forgiven. You are children of the Most High,
inheritors of the eternal promise, and recipients of divine mercy. God
strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace.
Amen.

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his
coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

We Watch in Hope
A Candle Lighting Ceremony for Advent

Second Sunday of Advent

Responsive Litany—WATCH
P: Advent is a time to watch
C: We watch in hope for the Lord; O come Emmanuel.
P: During Advent we watch for hope in the midst of dispair.
C: We watch in hope for the Lord; O come Emmanuel.



P: During Advent we watch for forgiveness in the midst of
rebellion.

C: We watch in hope for the Lord; O come Emmanuel.
P: During Advent we watch for peace in the midst of conflict.
C: We watch in hope for the Lord; O come Emmanuel.

P: During Advent we watch for the presence of God in the midst of
a fallen world.

C: We watch in hope for the Lord; O come Emmanuel.
Candle Lighting

(please join in singing when directed)
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(1st Sunday) We wait in
(2nd Sunday) We watch in
(3rd Sunday) We pre - pare n hope
(4th Sunday) We praise  with

(Christmas Eve) We  pro-claim  with
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for the love of Christ to il - lu - mi - nate the night.
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for the morn - ing  Light,
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We wait  with
We watch  with
We pre - pare  with Joy_ for the Sav - ior's birth;
We praise  with
We pro-claim with
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we wait in
we watch in
we pre - pare in hope for peace on earth.
we praise  with
we pro - claim  with
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Closing Prayer

God in heaven, as we learn to wait in faith, help us now to watch
in expectation. Open our eyes that we might see the ways you are
at work around us, within us and through us. Amen.

Luke 1:68-74
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Bles-sed are you Lord_  God, _ You have come to set them free.

68 Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel,
you have come to your people and set them free.
59You have raised up for us a mighty Savior,
born of the house of your servant David.
OThrough your holy prophets, you promised of old to save
us from our enemies,
’1from the hands of all who hate us,
’2to show mercy to our forebears,
and to remember your holy covenant.
’3This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham:
’4to set us free from the hands of our enemies

First Reading: Malachi 3:1-4

God announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his name
means "my messenger”) will prepare the way for the coming of the Lord by
purifying and refining God’s people, as silver and gold are refined.

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of
the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LoRD of
hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when
he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as
a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi
and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to

the LORD in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be
pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years.

HERE ENDS THE READING.



Second Reading: Philippians 1:3-11

The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this
letter about his joy to be in partnership with the Christians of Philippi. Listen
to how tender-hearted Paul, sometimes a stern preacher, is with his friends
as he encourages them to grow in love and knowledge.

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in
every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the
gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who
began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of
Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because
you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both
in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For
God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ
Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more
with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so
that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced
the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory
and praise of God.

HERE ENDS THE READING.

Choir Anthem.......... . "Advent Prayer by Lloyd Larson”



Gospel: Luke 3:1-6
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke

Glory to you, O Lord.

John the Baptist is a herald of Jesus, whose way is prepared by “repentance
for the forgiveness of sins.” As we hear the careful record of human
leaders, we sense the spectrum of political and religious authority that will
be challenged by this coming Lord.

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate
was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother
Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of
Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God
came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region
around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness
of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, "The
voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain
and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the
rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.””
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Sermon Hymn...... "On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist's Cry”
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1 On Jor - dan’s bank the Bap - tist’s cry an - nounc - es
2 Then cleansed be ev - ’ry life from sin; make  straight the
4 Stretchforth  your hand, our health re - store, and make us
5 All praise to you, e - ter - mnal Son, whose ad - vent
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that the Lord is  nigh; a - wake and heark - en,
way for  God with - 1n, and  let us all our
rise to fall no more;  oh, let your face up -
has our free - dom won, whom with the Fa - ther
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for he brings glad tid - ings of the King of Kkings!
hearts pre - pare for  Christ to come and en - ter there.
on us shine and fill the world with  love di - vine.
we a-dore, and Ho - ly Spir - it ev -  er - more.

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite

Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,

he ascended into heaven,

born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,




the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen

Prayers of Intercession
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places
that yearn for God’s presence.

A brief silence.

You send messengers into the world to proclaim the day of your coming.
Make our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay preachers confident in their
preaching, that their words and our lives witness to your grace. Lord in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Send your Spirit to all living creatures that are endangered. Provide them
with shelter and care, and bring us into right relationship with the earth
that you create and call good. Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Send leaders to our nations, cities, schools, and businesses to work on
behalf of those who have lost parents, spouses, and loved ones;
immigrants; the imprisoned; those living in poverty; and all who are
oppressed. Make them bold in their commitments to justice and
reconciliation. Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Send your servants to care for those who suffer. Use our ministries and our
lives to reach out with compassion to those who are hungry, oppressed,
lonely, or ill (especially Charlie, Eric, Terry, Barbara, Lizzy, Christi, Angelika,
Jenna, Dave, Joy, Frank, Carol, Vicki, David, Tyler, Dick, Kristin, Tom,
Michael, Gabriele, Merle, Prentice, Rebecca, Bonnie, Kathie, Ruth, Bob,
Michael, Peter, Don, Suzanne, Del, Jeff, Eric and Michael). Grant them
healing and wholeness. Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Send prophets to speak difficult truths, even when they are poorly received.
Embolden those who ask hard questions and challenge accepted ways.
Instill in youth and elders alike a passion for pointing to Jesus in all things.
Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.



We remember your saints, both those publicly celebrated and those more
humbly remembered. Confident that your work will be completed, we live in
faith until the day of your coming. Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive
these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.

Offering
Offering Hymn..... “Give Thanks”

Offering Prayer

God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our
lives to the service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we
meet you in this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our
peace.

Amen.

Thanksgiving at the Table

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and

the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

Distribution

We will be using the intinction method for distribution. You will be handed
bread and asked to dip the bread in the chalice. Gluten-free bread and
grape juice are available. Please make your way forward by the center
aisle, returning down the side. If mobility is a problem for you, please notify
an usher and you will be served at your seat.

Invitation to Communion
Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace.

Communion Song...... “Shine On Us”

Post Communion Prayer

Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s
power, form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace
with all, through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.

Amen.

Blessing

The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for
whom we wait.

Amen.



Sending Song...... "Hark the Glad Sound!”
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1 Hark, the glad sound! The Sav - ior comes, the Sav - 1ior
2 He comes the pris - ’ners to re - lease, in Sa - tan’s
3 He comes the bro - ken  heart to bind, the bleed - ing
4 QOur glad ho - san - nas, Prince of peace, your wel - come
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prom - ised long; let ev - Ty heart pre -
bond - age held. The gates of brass be -
soul to cure, and with the trea -  sures
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n |
[ (4l -
A\,
J
pare a  throne and ev - 'ty voice a song.
fore him burst, the i - ron fet - ters  yield.
of his grace toen - rich the hum - Dble poor.
arch - es ring  with your be - lov - ed name.
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-1751
Music: CHESTERFIELD, Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820
Dismissal

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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