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Sunday, December 29, 2024            
Lessons & Carols 

  
Prelude 
“Love Has Come” (Praise Band) 
 
Welcome 
 

Gathering Hymn………… “Love Has Come” 
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Matthew 2:1-12 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 
men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have 
come to pay him homage." When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, 
and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be 
born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by 
the prophet: 'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means 
least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to 
shepherd my people Israel.' "Then Herod secretly called for the wise men 
and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he 
sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and 
when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay 
him homage." When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star 
had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they 
saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him 
homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return 
to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.  
HERE ENDS THE READING. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



3 
 

Carol………… “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” 
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Matthew 2:13-18 
Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream 
and said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and 
remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to 
destroy him." Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, 
and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was 
to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, "Out of 
Egypt I have called my son."When Herod saw that he had been tricked by 
the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in 
and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the 
time that he had learned from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what had 
been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: "A voice was heard in Ramah, 
wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused 
to be consoled, because they are no more." 
HERE ENDS THE READING. 
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Carol………… “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
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Matthew 2:19-23 
When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to 
Joseph in Egypt and said, Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to 
the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child's life are dead. Then 
Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of 
Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of 
his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a 
dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a 
town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets 
might be fulfilled, "He will be called a Nazorean." 
HERE ENDS THE READING. 
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Carol………… “The First Noel” 
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Luke 2:22-40 
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, 
they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is 
written in the law of the Lord, "Every firstborn male shall be designated as 
holy to the Lord"), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in 
the law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons." 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the 
Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit 
that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Messiah. Guided 
by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought 
in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon 
took him in his arms and praised God, saying, "Master, now you are 
dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have 
seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people 
Israel. "And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being 
said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, 
"This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to 
be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be 
revealed — and a sword will pierce your own soul too." There was also a 
prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a 
great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her 
marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty- four. She never left the 
temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that 
moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to 
all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. When they had 
finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to 
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, 
filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 
HERE ENDS THE READING. 
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Carol………… “On Christmas Night” 
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Ephesians 1:1-14 
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, To the saints who are in 
Ephesus and are faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing 
in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation 
of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for 
adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good 
pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely 
bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his 
grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight he has made 
known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he 
set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things 
in him, things in heaven and things on earth. In Christ we have also 
obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of 
him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that 
we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of 
his glory. In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the 
seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance toward 
redemption as God's own people, to the praise of his glory. 
HERE ENDS THE READING. 
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Carol………… “Good Christan Friends, Rejoice” 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

Amen 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, 
the earth, and all people. 
A brief silence. 
For those who teach and those who learn, we pray. Bless the education 
ministries of your church. Guide Sunday school teachers, college and 
seminary professors, and Bible study leaders in our ongoing faith formation 
and curiosity. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
For the thriving of creation, we pray. Protect the habitats of pangolins and 
porcupines, penguins and parrots, and all wild animals and creeping things. 
Increase our knowledge of the natural world and the care of its inhabitants. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
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For the nations of the world, we pray. Raise up rulers who lead with 
compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Let your peace 
rule in their hearts and in all. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
For the well-being of your people, we pray. Keep watch over all who travel 
this holiday season. Accompany those who are alone or ill (especially 
Charlie, Eric, Terry, Barbara, Lizzy, Christi, Angelika, Jenna, Dave, Joy, 
Frank, Carol, Vicki, David, Tyler, Dick, Kristin, Tom, Michael, Connor, 
Gabriele, Merle, Prentice, Rebecca, Bonnie, Kathie, Mark, Ruth, Bob, 
Michael, Peter, Don, Del, Jeff, Eric and Michael). Console parents and 
children whose relationships are strained or severed. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
For the ministry of Living Water, we pray. Let the word of Christ dwell 
among us. In times of conflict, clothe us in love and move us to 
forgiveness. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
For your holy, beloved, and chosen ones of every time and place, we give 
thanks. Draw us all into everlasting praise and joy. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made 
known to all, through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Offering 
Special Music: “Born in the Night” (Praise Band) 
 
Offering Prayer 
God of heaven and earth, from the beginning, you have called forth life, 
in which you take delight. The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy. 
Bless now these gifts, received from your bounty, that we may join the 
chorus of creation to tell of your salvation from day to day. 
Amen. 
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Thanksgiving at the Table 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
Distribution 
We will be using the intinction method for distribution. You will be handed 
bread and asked to dip the bread in the chalice. Gluten-free bread and 
grape juice are available. Please make your way forward by the center 
aisle, returning down the side. If mobility is a problem for you, please notify 
an usher and you will be served at your seat. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
A child has been born for us, a Son given to us. Come, receive the gift of 
Jesus 
 
Music During Distribution “Glorious Day” (Praise Band) 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
Merciful God, we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food. 
Strengthened by this goodness, send us forth to announce your peace, 
comfort the afflicted, and share the good news of great joy. 
Amen. 
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Blessing 
God bless you and keep you, ☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, and the 
Spirit send peace upon your hearts, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn…… “Go Tell it on the Mountain”  
 

 
 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 


	Sunday, December 29, 2024            Lessons & Carols
	Prelude
	“Love Has Come” (Praise Band)
	Welcome
	The Apostles’ Creed
	Amen
	Prayers of Intercession
	Offering
	Special Music: “Born in the Night” (Praise Band)
	Offering Prayer
	Amen.
	Invitation to Communion
	Post Communion Prayer
	Dismissal


