Sunday, December 1, 2024
= First Sunday of Advent

Introduction

Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always lived in great
expectation, but that expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation in the
texts appointed for these four weeks. The ancients anticipated a “righteous
Branch to spring up for David.” The Thessalonians awaited “the coming of
our Lord Jesus with all the saints.” Jesus’ contemporaries hoped for the
time “to stand before the Son of Man.” With them we eagerly await the
coming days: another Christmas celebration, a second coming, and the
advent of Christ in word and supper.

Prelude... "My Savior Lives”



Gathering Hymn... "People, Look East”
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1 Peo - ple, look weast. The time is near of the crown-ing
2 Fur - rows, be glad. Though ecarth 1s bare, one more seed 18
3 Stars, keep the watch. When night 1s dim, one more light the
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of the  year. Make your house fair as you are a - ble,
plant - ed there. Give up vyour strength the seed to nour - ish,
bowl shall brim, shin - ing be - yond the frost - y weath - er,
life to  earth. Set ev - 'ry peak and val - ley hum - ming
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trim the hearth and set the ta - ble. Peo- ple, look
that in course the flow'r may flour - ish. Peo- ple, look
bright as sun and moon to - geth - er. Peo-ple, look
with the word, the Lord 18 com - ing. Peo - ple, look
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cast, and sing to - day— Love, the Guest, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Rose, is on the  way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Star, 1s on the  way.
cast, and sing to - day— Love, the Lord, is on the  way.

Text: Fleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965

Music: BESANCON, French carol
Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates.

Confession and Forgiveness



Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, alive in the world, reviving creation,
arriving soon.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God of mercy,

we confess that we have sinned. We trust earthly powers and
human authority alone. We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts.
we confess that we have sinned. We have turned away from our
neighbors. We have trusted false promises.

we confess that we have sinned. We plead: come to us. Bring your
mercy to birth in us.

A righteous branch springs forth: it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, in whom
we have forgiveness, life, and mercy. By the power of the Holy Spirit,
receive the grace and forgiveness of God through + Christ Jesus, whose day
draws near.

Amen.

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert
us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of
justice, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.



We Wait in Hope
A Candle Lighting Ceremony for Advent

First Sunday of Advent

Responsive Litany—WAIT

P: Advent is a time to wait.

C: We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help and our
shield.

P: During Advent we wait for light in the darkness.

C: We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help and our
shield.

P: During Advent we wait for freedom from captivity.

C: We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help and our
shield.

P: During Advent we wait for comfort in sorrow.

C: We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help and our
shield.

P: During Advent we wait for power in weakness.

C: We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help and our
shield.

Candle Lighting



(please join in singing when directed)
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(1st Sunday) We wait in
(2nd Sunday) We watch in
(3rd Sunday) We pre - pare in hope____ for the momn - ing  Light,
(4th Sunday) We praise  with
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We wait  with
We watch  with )
We pre - pare  with oy — for the Sav - ior’s birth;
We praise  with
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we wait in
we watch in
we pre - pare in hope for peace on earth.
we praise  with
we pro - claim  with

Closing Prayer

God in heaven, as we begin this season of Advent, we pray that

you will teach us to wait with patience, endurance and trust.
Holding to the eternal promises revealed to us through the power

of your Word, we ask that you remind us of your everlasting
presence. Amen.




Psalm 25
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he is robed in maj - es - ty

First Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16

In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being faithful in
relationship. God acts righteously both in punishing Israel for its sin and in
having mercy. In today’s reading, Jerusalem’s future name—"The LORD is
our righteousness”—proclaims that God is even now working salvation for
Israel.

The days are surely coming, says the LorD, when I will fulfill the promise I
made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at
that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he
shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will
be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it
will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.”

HERE ENDS THE READING.

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is
exuberant with gratitude for them. In this passage from his letter, Paul
voices overflowing thanks, joy, and blessings for the people of this growing
church.

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel
before our God because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that
we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to
you. And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one
another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. And may he so
strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our
God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

HERE ENDS THE READING.



Gospel: Luke 21:25-36
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke

Glory to you, O Lord.

God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment
abound. On that great day there will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and
terror, but God’s people shall be given strength to stand boldly and receive
God’s promised redemption.

“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the

waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon
the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see
‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’” with power and great glory. Now when
these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because
your redemption is drawing near.” Then he told them a parable: “Look at
the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for
yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see
these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly
I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken
place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you
unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of
the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the
strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before
the Son of Man.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Sermon Hymn...... "The King Shall Come”
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The King shall come when morn-ing dawns and light tri - um-phant breaks,
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2 Not as of old a lit - tle child, to bear and fight and die,
5 The King shall come when morn-ing dawns and light and beau - ty  brings.
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when beau - ty  gilds the east-ern hills and life to joy a-wakes.
but crowned with glo - ry like the sun that lights the morn-ing sky.
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your peo - ple pray: come quick-ly, King of kings.

Text: John Brownlie, 1859-1925
Music: CONSOLATION, A. Davisson, Kentucky Harmony, 1816

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen



Prayers of Intercession

As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and
places that long for God’s presence.

A brief silence.

God of righteousness, your people live in hopeful expectation of your
coming. Fill your church with renewed passion for our shared mission and
deepen our relationships with other Christians and other faith traditions in
our local community and across the world. Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of the cosmos, all creation shows that your presence is near. Help us
sense your goodness and love in the sun and moon, in sprouting leaves and
bare branches, in the roaring sea and quiet breeze. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God of the nations, your reign extends over all principalities and powers.
Give leaders and all in authority hearts for justice and peace. Encourage
efforts to enact policies that benefit the common good. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God of change, you accompany us through life’s transitions. Be near to all
who are changing jobs, moving, welcoming children, or facing the loss of
loved ones. Sustain those who are ill or suffering (especially Charlie, Eric,
Barbara, Lizzy, Christi, Angelika, Jenna, Dave, Joy, Frank, Carol, Vicki,
David, Tyler, Dick, Kristin, Tom, Michael, Gabriele, Merle, Prentice, Rebecca,
Bonnie, Kathie, Ruth, Bob, Michael, Peter, Don, Suzanne, Del, Jeff, Eric and
Michael). In times of change, remind us of your steadfast love. Lord in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of community, your Spirit holds us together. Sustain our care for one
another. Inspire us to seek new ways to live together and to embrace the
diversity of thought and identity in our communities. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God of memory, we give you thanks for faithful ones who have died. Tend
to our grief and sorrow with renewed trust in your promise of abundant and
eternal life. Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our
hearts, in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.



Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.

Offering
Offering Hymn..... “In The Secret”

Offering Prayer

Creator God, you made the whole world, even the farthest stars, and you
draw near to feed us. We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine.
Strengthen us with this food that we may live in expectation for the advent
of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Thanksgiving at the Table

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.



Distribution

We will be using the intinction method for distribution. You will be handed
bread and asked to dip the bread in the chalice. Gluten-free bread and
grape juice are available. Please make your way forward by the center
aisle, returning down the side. If mobility is a problem for you, please notify
an usher and you will be served at your seat.

Invitation to Communion
God feeds us with tender mercy. Come to the table.

Communion Song...... “All Who Are Thirsty”

Post Communion Prayer
Generous God, we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation.

We thank you for coming among us, for leading us into peace. We thank
you for showering us with mercy, for sending us into the world. Come, Lord
Jesus, and go with us as we feed the hungry in your name.

Amen.

Blessing

God of endings and beginnings, God in the darkness and the light, God, our
hope for the journey, + bless and keep you now and forever.

Amen.



Sending Song...... "Rejoice, Rejoice Believers”
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1 Re - joice, re-joice, be - liev - ers, and let your lights ap - pear;
2 The watch-ers on the moun-tain pro - claim the bride-groom near;
3 The saints, whohere in pa - tience their cross and suf - f'rings bore,
4 QOur hope and ex-pec - ta - tion, O Je - sus, now ap - pear;
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the eve-ning 18 ad - vanc - ing, and dark-er night is near.
go forth as he ap - proach-es with al - le - lu - 1as clear.
shall live and reign for - ev - er when sor-row 1S no  more.
a - rise, O Sun so longed for, o’er this be-night-ed sphere.
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The  bride-groom is a - rs - ing and soon i1s draw-ing nigh.
The  mar - riage feast 1s wait - ing; the gates wide o - pen stand.
A - round the throne of glo - ry the Lamb they shall be - hold;
With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, we plead, O Lord, to see
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Up, pray and watch and wres - tle; at mid - night comes the  cry.
A - rise, O heirs of glo - ry; the bride-groom is at  hand.
n tr1 - umph cast be - fore him their di - a - dems of  gold.
the day of earth’s re - demp - tion that sets your peo - ple free!
Text: Laurentius Laurenty, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 18231907
Music: HAF TRONES LAMPA FARDIG, Swedish folk tune
Dismissal

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

There will be a Prayer Garden Dedication today.




Dedication of Prayer Garden

Sisters and brothers in Christ, we are gathered to ask God’s blessing as
with thankfulness we dedicate this Garden of Prayer to the glory of God and
in memory of our friend, Lee Stenejhem.

Matthew 26:36-44

Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to
his disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” He took with him
Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and

agitated. Then he said to them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death;
remain here, and stay awake with me.” And going a little farther, he threw
himself on the ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, let this cup
pass from me; yet not what I want but what you want.” Then he came to
the disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, “So, could you
not stay awake with me one hour? Stay awake and pray that you may not
come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is
weak.” Again he went away for the second time and prayed, "My Father, if
this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” Again he came and
found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. So leaving them again, he
went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, creator of the universe, for your
abundant gifts. By your holy wisdom all things have been made to reflect
your glory, for the sustenance of life, and for the use and delight of your
living creatures. We give you thanks for the gift of Lee which so enriched
our lives. Send your blessing upon us and upon this Garden of Prayer,
which we set apart today to your praise and honor and in memory of Lee.

Give us joy in all your works, and grant that this Prayer Garden may always
be a place where your will is done and your name is glorified; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Poem of Dedication
You can shed tears that he is gone,
Or you can smile because he has lived.

You can close your eyes and pray he’ll come back,
Or you can open your eyes and see all he has left.

Your heart can be empty because you can’t see him,
Or you can be full of the love you shared.

You can turn your back on tomorrow and live yesterday,
Or you can be happy for tomorrow because of yesterday.

You can remember him only that he is gone,
Or you can cherish his memory and let it live.

You can cry and close your mind,
Be empty and turn your back.

Or you can do what he would want,
Smile, open your eyes, love and go on.

Almighty God bless us, and direct our days and our deeds in peace.
Amen.

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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