Sunday, November 3, 2024
== All Saints Sunday

Introduction

Of all three years of the lectionary cycle, this year’s All Saints readings have
the most tears. Isaiah and Revelation look forward to the day when God will
wipe away all tears; in John’s gospel, Jesus weeps along with Mary and all
the gathered mourners before he demonstrates his power over death. On
All Saints Day we celebrate the victory won for all the faithful dead, but we
grieve for our beloved dead as well, knowing that God honors our tears. We
bring our grief to the table and find there a foretaste of Isaiah’s feast to
come.

Prelude... "We Give You Glory”



Gathering Hymn... "For All Saints”
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1 For all the saints who from their la - bors rest, who

2 Thou  wast their rock, their for - tress, and their might; thou,

6 But then there breaks a yet more glo-rious day: the
7 From earth’s wide bounds, from o - cean’s far - thest coast, through
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thee by  faith be - fore the world con - fessed, thy
Lord, their cap - tain in the well - fought fight;
saints tri - um - phant rise in bright ar - ray; the
gates of pearl streams in  the count-less  host,
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name, O Je - sus, be for - ev - er blest.
thou, m the dark - ness drear, their one true light.
King of glo - ry pass - es  on his way.
sing - ing to Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost:
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Al - le - Iu - ia! Al - le - lu - ia!

Text: William W. How, 1823-1897
Music: SINE NOMINE, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Music from The English Hymnal outsied the USA© Oxtord University Press 1906. All rights reserved.



Remembering the Saints

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

On this day of Celebration of All Saints, we hear again the words from the
Revelation to St. John:

“I heard a voice from heaven saying, “"Write this: Blessed are the dead who
die in the Lord henceforth.” “"Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “that they
may rest from their labors for their deeds follow them.”

Today we remember with thanksgiving all those who have left the legacy of
faith. They were created by God to offer praise and thanksgiving forever.
God gave them new life through Jesus in Holy Baptism. They were
nourished in the company of God’s people at the Holy Table. God’s mercy
summoned them to the nearer presence of the Holy One so that they may
continue in God’s joyful service forever.

Margargt Ponars
Nancy Mansgth
Henry Rognigk
lsgeg Stenghjem
@reta Trghus
(The bell will toll for each of these saints)

In joyful expectation of the resurrection to life, we remember before you, O
Lord these members of our household of faith who have gone before us in
the faith during this past year.

and so we offer you thanks, Lord God, for their gift of faith and we
hold fast to the certainty of your promise.

We remember also, others we know who have died since our last
celebration of All Saints. We remember those who have died tragically from
violence and neglect, and those from disease and tragedy—and so in joyful



expectation of the resurrection, we name them in our hearts before you...
(the bell will toll seven times remembering these saints) ...

and so We offer you thanks, loving God, for these saints, for their
gift of faith and we pray that you might hold us fast to the certainty
of your promise in Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, our refuge, our delight, our
beginning and our end.

Amen.

Let us come in truth before the one who loves us and has freed us from our
sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy,

we confess that sin has taken hold of us and we are complicit in its
power. We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts cannot rest. Unbind
us and set us free. Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, that we
may live just and generous lives for the good of your world

and the care of our neighbors, following in the servant way of
Jesus.

Amen.

These words are trustworthy and true: Christ bore our sins once, for all, on
the cross, swallowing up death forever. For his sake, you are + forgiven
and God remembers your sin no more. Let your heart be glad again, and
rejoice in your salvation.

Amen.



Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the
mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow
your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to know the
inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Psalm 24:1-6
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Lord, this is the peo-ple that longs to see your face.
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1 The earth is the Lord's and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in
it.

2 For he founded it upon the seas and established it upon the rivers.

3 Who can ascend the mountain of the Lord? Or who may stand in his holy
place?

4 One whose hands are sinless, whose heart is clean, who desires not what
is vain.

5 He shall receive a blessing from the Lord, a reward from God his savior.
6 Such is the race that seeks him, that seeks the face of the God of Jacob.



First Reading: Isaiah 25:6-9

Isaiah sees a vision of the end of days, when God will gather all people on
God'’s holy mountain and will prepare for them a rich feast. At this banguet
God will wipe the tears from all eyes. And there will be no more sorrow, for
God will destroy death itself.

On this mountain the LorD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich
food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-
aged wines strained clear. And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud
that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will
swallow up death forever. Then the Lord GobD will wipe away the tears from
all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the LOrRD has spoken. It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we
have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the LorD for whom
we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

HERE ENDS THE READING.

Second Reading: Revelation 21:1-6a

Here is a vision of the new heaven and new earth in which God resides fully
with God’s people so that mourning, despair, and pain have been
eradicated. These renewing words from the God who spans all of time are
trustworthy and true.

I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city,
the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a
bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne
saying, “See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them;
they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe
every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and
pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” And the one
who was seated on the throne said, “"See, I am making all things new.” Also
he said, “"Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said
to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the
end.”

HERE ENDS THE READING.

Choir Anthem.......... . "Love Your Neighbor” by Michael Helman



Gospel: John 11:32-44
The Holy Gospel according to St. John

Glory to you, O Lord.

Through the raising of Lazarus, Jesus offers the world a vision of the life to
come, when death and weeping will be no more.

When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and
said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said,
“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus
began to weep. So the Jews said, “"See how he loved him!” But some of
them said, “"Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept
this man from dying?” Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the
tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, “Take
away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord,
already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” Jesus said
to her, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of
God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said,
“Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me,
but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they
may believe that you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud
voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet
bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to
them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Sermon Hymn...... "Sing With All the Saints in Glory”
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1 Sing with all the saints in glo - ry, sing the res - ur - rec-tion song!

2 Oh, what glo -ry, far ex-ceed-ing all that eye has yet per-ceived!

3 Life e - ter-nal! heav’'n re-joic - es: Je - sus lives who once was dead.
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Death and sor - row, earth’s dark sto - ry, to the for-mer days be - long.

Ho - liest hearts for a

- ges plead-ing nev -er that full joy con-ceived.
Shout with joy, O

death - less voic - es! Child of God, lift up your head!
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All  a-round the clouds are break-ing, soon the storms of time shall cease;
God has prom-ised, Christ pre-pares it, there on high our wel-come waits.
Life e - ter - nal! Oh, what won-ders crowd on faith; what joy un-known,
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in God’s like - ness we a-wak-en, know-ing ev - er - last-ing peace.

Ev - ’ry hum - ble spir-it shares it, Christ has passed the e-ter - nal gates.

when, a - mid earth’s clos-ing thun-ders, saints shall stand be - fore the throne!
Text: William J. Irons, 18121883, alt.

Music: MISSISSIPPI, William Bradley Roberts, b, 1947
Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.



The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen

Prayers of Intercession
Rooted in God’s abundant love for the world, let us pray for our neighbors,
the church, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

O God of resurrection, you call us by name and raise us to life. Rouse your
church from slumber. Where we have held back in fear or shame, unbind
us. Embolden us in our proclamation of your good news, that all may know
abundant life. Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O God of creation, you have founded your world on rivers and seas.
Preserve fresh water sources and the creatures who call them home. Heal
places of pollution and nourish places of drought. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

O God of the earth, you reign over all nations and peoples. Inspire us with
wisdom and discernment as we elect legislators and leaders. May they
govern with justice and uphold the dignity of all people. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.



O God of heaven, you make your home among mortals. Come alongside
those who weep this day. Befriend all who are lonely, encourage those in
despair, and heal any who are suffering (especially Charlie, Eric, Barbara,
Lizzy, Christi, Angelika, Jenna, Dave, Joy, Frank, Vicki, Tyler, Kristin, Tom,
Michael, Gabriele, Merle, Prentice, Rebecca, Bonnie, Kathie, Ruth, Bob,
Michael, Peter, Don, Suzanne, Del, Jeff, Eric and Michael). Abide with your
faithful ones in love. Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O God who serves, you set before us a feast of rich food. Sustain our
ministries of fellowship and hospitality. Strengthen the hands and hearts of
all who prepare and serve food for our nourishment. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

O God, Alpha and Omega, we give thanks for your faithful ones who are
now at peace with you (especially Nancy and Greta). With all your saints,
we praise you, for you have swallowed up death forever. Lord in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

We offer our prayers to you, gracious God, trusting in your boundless love
for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.

Offering
Offering Hymn..... “We Will Glorify”

Offering Prayer

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, you offered yourself in love for the
world, and in this meal you nourish us with your life. Fill us with your
abundance, that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger,
trusting in your name.

Amen.



Thanksgiving at the Table

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.

Distribution

We will be using the intinction method for distribution. You will be handed
bread and asked to dip the bread in the chalice. Gluten-free bread and
grape juice are available. Please make your way forward by the center
aisle, returning down the side. If mobility is a problem for you, please notify
an usher and you will be served at your seat.

Invitation to Communion
Behold, God is making all things new. Take your place in the new creation.

Communion Song...... “T Will Rise”

Post Communion Prayer

Faithful God, you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink in the
body and blood of your Son. Now send us out to labor with you, in service
to the world you have made, and among the people you have made your
home, in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



Blessing

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling
One, poured out, + bless you now and forever.

Amen.

Sending Song...... "Oh When the Saints Go Marching In”
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1 Oh, when the saints go march-ing in, oh, when the
2 Oh, when the Lord in glo - ry comes, oh, when the
3 Oh, when the new world  is re - vealed, oh, when the
4 Oh, when they gath - er round the throne, oh, when they
5 And on that hal - le - lu - jah  day, and on that
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saints go march - ing in, O Lord,I want to be in that
Lord in glo - ry  comes, O Lord,I want to be 1n that
new world 18 re - vealed, O Lord,I want to be 1in that
gath - er round the throne, O Lord, I want to be in that
hal - le - Ilu - jah day, O Lord, I want to be in that
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num -ber when the saints go march - ing in.
num-ber when the Lord in glo - ry comes.
num -ber when the new world is re -  vealed.
num - ber when they gath - er round the throne.
num-ber on that hal - le - lu - jah day.
Text: African American spiritual
Music: WHEN THE SAINTS, African American spiritual
Dismissal

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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