Sunday, November 24, 2024
=~ Generosity Sunday

Introduction

Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still
longed for a true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of
Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the “one like a human being” (Son of
Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the
truth to which he bears witness, and those who recognize the truth
voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given dominion,
knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love.

Prelude... "Praise The Name Of Jesus Praise The Son Of God”



Gathering Hymn... "Crown Him With Many Crowns”
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1 Crown him with man - y crowns, the Lamb up - on his throne;
4 Crown him the Lord of life, who  tri- umphed o’er the grave
5 Crown him the Lord of years, the po - ten - tate of  time,
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hark, how the heav’'n-ly an - them drowns all mu - sic but its own.
and rose vic - to-rious in the strife for those he came to save.
cre - a - tor of the roll-ing spheres, in - ef - fab - ly sub-lime.
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A - wake, my soul, and sing of him who died for  thee,
His glo - ries now we  sing, who died and rose on high,
All hail, Re - deem - er, hail! For thou hast died for me;
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and hail him as thy match-less king through all e - ter - mi - ty.
who died, e - ter - nal life to bring,and lives that death may die.
thy praise and glo - ry shall not fail through-out e - ter - ni - ty.

Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894, sts. 1-3, 5; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 4

Music: DIADEMATA, George J. Elvey, 1816-1893




Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, our refuge, our delight, our
beginning and our end.

Amen.

Let us come in truth before the one who loves us and has freed us from our
sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy,

we confess that sin has taken hold of us and we are complicit in its
power. We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts cannot rest. Unbind
us and set us free. Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, that we
may live just and generous lives for the good of your world and the
care of our neighbors, following in the servant way of Jesus.

Amen.

These words are trustworthy and true: Christ bore our sins once, for all, on
the cross, swallowing up death forever. For his sake, you are + forgiven
and God remembers your sin no more. Let your heart be glad again,

and rejoice in your salvation.

Amen.

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest
and sovereign forever. Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided
by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious and gentle rule of Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



PSALM 93
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he is robed in maj - es - ty

1 The Lord is king, in splendor robed; robed is the Lord and
girt about with strength

1-2 And he has made the world firm, not to be moved. Your
throne stands from of old; from everlasting you are, O Lord.

5 Your decrees are worthy of trust indeed; holiness befits
your house, O Lord, for length of days

First Reading: Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though
the oppression they were experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message
is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call all nations to
account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.
As I watched, thrones were set in place, and an Ancient One took his
throne, his clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure
wool; his throne was fiery flames, and its wheels were burning fire. A
stream of fire issued and flowed out from his presence. A thousand
thousands served him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood
attending him. The court sat in judgment, and the books were opened.

As I watched in the night visions, I saw one like a human being coming with
the clouds of heaven. And he came to the Ancient One and was presented
before him. To him was given dominion and glory and kingship, that all
peoples, nations, and languages should serve him. His dominion is an
everlasting dominion that shall not pass away, and his kingship is one

that shall never be destroyed.

HERE ENDS THE READING.



Second Reading: Revelation 1:4b-8

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the Almighty God, who spans
all of time. Similarly, Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead who
rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one whose return we eagerly await.
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come,
and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus
Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the
kings of the earth. To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his
blood, and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to
him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who
pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.

So it is to be. Amen.

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was
and who is to come, the Almighty.

HERE ENDS THE READING.

Choir Anthem... "Crown Him Lord of All” arr. Marty Parks

Gospel: John 18:33-37
The Holy Gospel according to St. John

Glory to you, O Lord.

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways
of exercising power: through force or with love.

Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him,
“Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “"Do you ask this on your
own, or did others tell you about me?” Pilate replied, I am not a Jew, am I?
Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What
have you done?” Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not from this world. If my
kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me
from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from
here.” Pilate asked him, "So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that
I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Sermon Hymn...... "The Head That Once Was Crowned”
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1 The head that once was crowned with thorns 1s crowned with glo - ry  now;
2 The high-est place that heav'n af - fords 1is his by sov-reign right,
3 The joy of all who dwell a - bove, the joy of all be - low
4 To them the cross, with  all its shame, with all its grace, is giv'n;
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a roy - al di - a-dem a-dorns the might -y vic-tor’s  brow.
the King of kings,and Lord of lords, and heav’n’s e - ter-nal light.
to  whom he man - i - fests his love, and grants his name to  know;
heav’n.

their name, an ev - er - last-ing name, their joy, the joy of

Text: Thomas Kelly, 1769-1855
Music: ST. MAGNUS, Jeremiah Clarke, 16691707

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen



Prayers of Intercession
Rooted in God’s abundant love for the world, let us pray for our neighbors,
the church, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Revive our congregations, synods, and national church body to reflect the
love, justice, and kinship of your kingdom. Raise up diverse leaders who
teach and serve your people. Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Nourish parched lands and bring relief to flooded places. Protect wildlife
habitats and endangered species, that the chorus of creation’s praise
resounds with joy. Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Grant wisdom to the leaders who govern, legislate, and deliberate on our.
Advance your nonviolent reign of justice-seeking love through their work.
Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Draw near to those who are detained, on trial, or incarcerated. Transform
systems of retribution into systems of reconciliation and restoration. Be
with all who cry out to you (especially Charlie, Eric, Barbara, Lizzy, Christi,
Angelika, Jenna, Dave, Joy, Frank, Carol, Vicki, Tyler, Dick, Kristin, Tom,
Michael, Gabriele, Merle, Prentice, Rebecca, Bonnie, Kathie, Ruth, Bob,
Michael, Peter, Don, Suzanne, Del, Jeff, Eric and Pastor Michael).

Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Remind us of your enduring love in all seasons. Guide the planning efforts
of worship leaders and volunteers who usher our congregation into a
meaningful Advent. Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

In your eternal presence the saints sing of your majesty. Join our voices
with theirs in praise to the one who loves us and frees us from sin. Lord in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We offer our prayers to you, gracious God, trusting in your boundless love
for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.



Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.

Offering
Offering Hymn..... “All Hail King Jesus”

Offering Prayer

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, you offered yourself in love for the
world, and in this meal you nourish us with your life. Fill us with your
abundance, that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger,
trusting in your name.

Amen.

Thanksgiving at the Table

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.



Distribution

We will be using the intinction method for distribution. You will be handed
bread and asked to dip the bread in the chalice. Gluten-free bread and
grape juice are available. Please make your way forward by the center
aisle, returning down the side. If mobility is a problem for you, please notify
an usher and you will be served at your seat.

Invitation to Communion
Behold, God is making all things new. Take your place in the new creation.

Communion Song...... “Behold Him”

Post Communion Prayer

Faithful God, you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink in the
body and blood of your Son. Now send us out to labor with you, in service
to the world you have made, and among the people you have made your
home, in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Blessing
The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling
One, poured out, + bless you now and forever.

Amen.



Sending Hymn...... "Lift High the Cross”
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Lift high  the cross, the love  of Christ pro - claim till
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all the world a - dore his sa - cred name.
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I Come, Chris - tians, fol - low where our cap - tain trod,
2 All new - born ser - vants of the Cru - c1 - fied
3 0 Lord, once lift - ed on the glo - rious tree,
4 So shall our song of trt - umph ev - er be:
Refrain
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our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
bear on their brows the seal of him who died.
as thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to thee.
praise to the Cru - ¢ - fied for vic - to - ry!

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956
Music: CRUCIFER, Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947
Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Our Gifts to God for the Upcoming Year

During this time please prayerfully consider the most appropriate way to
honor and give thanks to God for the gifts that have so richly blessed our
lives.

After filling out your 2025 Statement of Intent, please come forward—you
may do so as a family if you would like—place your card on the basket at

the altar, offer a prayer of thanks to God for the blessings of your life, and
then depart from the sanctuary.

If you do not have a Statement of Intent card to place in the basket, please
come forward to offer a prayer of thanks for the blessings of this past year.
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