Sunday, August 27, 2023
== Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost

Prelude............ “Rock Of My Salvation” (Praise Band)

Introduction

In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the
rock from which they were hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be
built on the rock of Peter’s bold confession of faith. God’s word of
reconciliation and God’s mercy are keys to the church’s mission. Paul urges
us to not be conformed to this world but to offer our bodies as a living
sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up the body of Christ. From the
table we go forth to offer our spiritual worship through word and deed.



Gathering Hymn
“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less (The Solid Rock)”
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1 My hope is built on noth-ing less than Je-sus’ blood and righ-teous-ness;
2 Whendark-ness veils his love-ly face, I rest on his un - chang-ing grace;
3 His oath, his cov - e - nant, his blood sus - tainme in the rag - ing flood;
4  When he shall come with trum-pet sound, oh, may I then in him be found,
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no mer-it of my own I claim,but whol - ly lean on Je - sus’ name.
in ev-ry high and storm -y gale my an - chorholds with-in the veil.
when all sup-ports are washed a-way, he then is all my hope and stay.
clothed in his righ-teous-ness  a-lone, re - deemed to stand be - fore the throne!
Refrain
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On Christ, the sol - 1id rock, I stand; all oth - er ground 1is
0
G < . . =
») B
sink -ing sand, all oth - er ground 1is sink - ing  sand.

Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt.
Music: THE SOLID ROCK, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity,*+ one God, who greets us in this and every
season, whose word never fails, whose promise is sure.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors.
Merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our community.
We have squandered your blessings. We have hoarded your bounty.
we confess that we have sinned. We have failed to be honest. We
have lacked the courage to speak. We have spoken falsely. In the
name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.



God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when
we fail. Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the
name of + Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock
of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son,
that we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Song of Praise.........."Rock Of My Salvation”
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You are the Rock of my  sal - va-tion, You are the strength of my life.
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You are my hope and my in - spi-ra - tion, Lord, un - to You will I cry. I be-
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lieve in You, be - lieve in You, for Your faith - ful love to me. You have
%&F _—— ."‘. ol P_ﬁ y ! I I F:_I I £
G e e e e e
rLre
been my help i time of need; Lord, un - to You will 1 cleave.
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You are the Rock of my sal - va - tion. You are the strength of my life.
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First Reading: Isaiah 51:1-6

Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many
descendants, so now God offers comfort to Zion. God’s deliverance will
come soon and will never end.

Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the LoRD.

Look to the rock from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which
you were dug. Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you;
for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him and made him
many. For the LORD will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places,
and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of

the LoRD; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice
of song. Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation; for a
teaching will go out from me, and my justice for a light to the peoples. I will
bring near my deliverance swiftly, my salvation has gone out and my arms
will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they
hope. Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for
the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats; but my salvation will be forever,
and my deliverance will never be ended.

HERE ENDS THE READING.

Second Reading: Romans 12:1-8

In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic,
God-pleasing lives. Our values and viewpoints are not molded by the time
in which we live but are transformed by the Spirit’s renewing work. God’s
grace empowers different forms of service among Christians, but all forms
of ministry function to build up the body of Christ.

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which
is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what
is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. For by the
grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself
more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment,
each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one
body we have many members, and not all the members have the same
function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we
are members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the
grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering;
the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in
generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.



HERE ENDS THE READING.

Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew

Glory to you, O Lord.

At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is
“"the Messiah, the Son of the living God,” and Jesus responds with the
promise of a church that will overcome the very gates of Hades.

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said,
“Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or
one of the prophets.” He said to them, “"But who do you say that I

am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living
God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And
I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the
gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then
he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Sermon Hymn...... "The Church’s One Foundation”
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1 The church’s one foun-da - tion is Je - sus Christ,her Lord;
2 E - lect from ev-’'ry na - tion, yet one o’er all the earth,
3 Though with a scorn-ful won - der this world sees her op - pressed,
4 Through toil and trib - u - la - tion and tu - mult of her war,
5 Yet she on earth has u - nion with God, the Three in One,
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she 1s his new cre - a - tion by wa - ter and the word.
her char-ter of sal - va - tion one Lord, one faith, one birth:
by schisms. .rent a - sund - er, by her - e - sies dis - tressed,
she waits the con-sum - ma - tion of peace for - ev - er - more;
and mys-tic sweet com - mu - nion with those whose rest i1s  won.
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From heav’n he came and sought her to be his ho - ly bride;
one ho - ly name she bless - es, par - takes one ho - ly  food,
yet saints their watch are keep - ing; their cry goes up: “How long?”
till  with the vi- sion glo - rious her long-ing eyes are blest,
Oh, bless - ed heav’n-ly cho - rus! Lord, save us by your grace,
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with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.
and to one hope she press - es with ev-’ry grace en - dued.
and soon the night of weep - ing shall be the morn of song.
and the great church vic - to - rious shall be the church at rest.
that we, like saints be - fore us, may see you face to face.

Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900
Music: AURELIA, Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-1876



The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen

Prayers of Intercession
Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers
for the church, those in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.
God of Sarah and Abraham, inspire your church to pursue righteousness in
its ministry. Equip us to share your compassion that unites us as one family
of faith. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Remind us that from the beginning of creation, you knit together a world
meant for harmony. Protect and restore the wasted places to joy and
gladness. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Stir the leaders of nations and towns, militaries and courts, to respond to
your teachings. Let your call for justice reach all people and bring
deliverance where there is oppression. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.



Show your steadfast love and faithfulness to those in despair. Increase their
strength, care for all who feel low, keep safe any in the midst of trouble,
and protect vulnerable people from harm (especially Mary Ann, Bob,
Melissa, Nelly, Barbara, Briden, Owen, Christi, Sue, Michael, Kathy, Jenna,
Joe, Dave, Joy, Frank, Lourdes, Vicki, Linda, Tom, Candy, Ken, Pete,
Hadlee, Maryann, Prentice, Rebecca, Trisha, Henry, Del, Ruth, Gloria, Vince,
Michael, Sara, Maria, Peggy, Michael, Darcie, Peter, Leslie, Joan and
Skylar). Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Encourage those who offer their gifts and talents in service to your church.
Energize this congregation’s rostered and lay leaders, musicians, teachers,
greeters, and administrators so they may be transformed in sharing your
grace. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

God of all the saints, death is overcome in Christ’s resurrection. We rejoice
with the faithful departed (especially Penny and Larry). Sustain us in hope
until we come at last to our heavenly home. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of
the one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.

Offering



Offering Song........"Sanctuary”
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Lord, pre - pare me_— o be a sane-lu - ar - ¥, Pure and  ho -1y, tried and
4
F p— §
! — ] — o _‘: ] F !
DR L e e e S -
lrue. With thanks - giv-ing 'l be a4 liv-ing sane-lu - ar - y for ——  You.
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Offering Prayer

God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things.
Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness
in us, that the world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Thanksgiving at the Table

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

Invitation to Communion
All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good.

Distribution

We will be using the intinction method for distribution. You will be handed
bread and asked to dip the bread in the chalice. Gluten-free bread and
grape juice are available. Please make your way forward by the center
aisle, returning down the side. If mobility is a problem for you, please notify
an usher and you will be served at your seat.



Communion Song....... "The River”
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1. To the rv - er | am go - ing, bring - ing sins | can - not bear;
(2. In these) wa - ters, heal - ing mer - cy flows with free - dom from de - spair;
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Come and cleanse me, come, for - give me; Lord, 1 need to meet You there.
| am go - Ing to that nv - er; Lord, I need to meet You there.
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Continued.......
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Post Communion Prayer

We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your
banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world,
through the one who is our dearest treasure,

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Blessing

The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed
+ bless, keep, and sustain you now and to the end of the age.
Amen.



Sending Hymn...... "We All Are In One Mission”
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I We all are one 1n mis - sion; we all are one 1n call,
2 We all are called for ser - vice, to wit-ness in (God’s name.
3 Now let us be u - nit - ed, and let our song be heard.
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our var-ied gifts u - nit - ed by Chrst, the Lord of all
Our min-is - tries are dif - f'rent;our pur - pose is the same:
Now let us be a ves - sel for God’s re - deem-ing Word.
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A sin - gle great com - mis - sion com - pels us from a - bove
to touch the lives of oth - ers with God’s sur-pris-ing grace,
We all are one 1In mis - sion; we all are one 1n call,
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to plan and work to - geth - er that all may know Christ’s love.
so ev-ry folk and mna - tion may feel God’swarm em - brace.

our var-ied gifts u - nit - ed by Chrst,the Lord of all.

Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955

Music: KUORTANE, Finnish folk tune
Text © 1986 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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