
Sunday, April 9, 2023 
Easter Sunday, 8:00am and 10:00am 

 

Introduction 
This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him all 

creation is made new! Indeed, “God shows no partiality” (Acts 10:34): 

Christ’s resurrection truly brings life to everyone. We sing hymns of praise, 
gather around sacred words, and proclaim God’s faithfulness, power, and 

love in the feast of holy communion. With the women at the tomb, we are 
astonished, elated, and grateful. We depart with joy to proclaim the good 

news of God’s endless love. 
 

Prelude  

“Ode to Joy (Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee)” 
“At the Cross” 

“Jesus Paid It All” 
(Paul Baumgardt, trumpet; Scott Sims, piano) 

 
© 2021 10 Easter Hymn Solos, Volume 1; Beethoven, Traditional, John T. Grape; Arr. B.C. Dockery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Opening Hymn…… “The Day of Resurrection!” 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 



Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, by whose hand we are given new 

birth, by whose speaking we are given new life. 

Amen. 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, and 

supported as citizens of the new creation. Let us give thanks for the gift of 
baptism. Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of 

life, you are the everlasting wellspring. In mercy and might you have freed 

us from death and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. In 
baptismal waters our old life is washed away, and in them we are born 

anew. 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you for 

waters that wash us clean, quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and 
creatures. Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism, the outpouring 

of the Spirit of the new creation. 
Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. Empower our 

witness to your resurrection. Strengthen our resolve in seeking 

justice for all. 

Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. Where drought dries the 

earth, bring refreshment. Where despair prevails, grant hope. Where chaos 
reigns, bring peace. We ask this through Christ, who with you and the Spirit 

reigns forever. 
Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our 
redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the 

power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him 
forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 
 



First Reading: Acts 10:34-43 
Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, 
is a summary of the essential message of Christianity: Everyone who 

believes in Jesus, whose life, death, and resurrection fulfilled the words of 
the prophets, “receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows 

no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is 
right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of 

Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message 
spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 

announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 

oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that 

he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging 
him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to 

appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He 

commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 
ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify 

about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 

through his name.” 

HERE ENDS THE READING. 

Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-4 
Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for Christ. His 
resurrection reshapes the entire focus and motivation for our lives since we 

are now hidden with the risen Christ in God. 
If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 

Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are 

above, not on things that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is 
hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then 

you also will be revealed with him in glory. 

HERE ENDS THE READING. 
 
Choir Anthem………….…… “Christ Arose”  

OneLicense #85251 

Contributors: Lloyd Larson 
Tune: © 2008, Beckenhorst Press, Inc. 

 

  



Gospel: Matthew 28:1-10 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two women are sent by an 
angel to proclaim the good news: Jesus is risen! 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there 
was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, 

came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like 
lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook 

and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be 
afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not 

here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he 

lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the 
dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see 

him.’ This is my message for you.” So they left the tomb quickly with fear 
and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and 

said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and 

worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my 
brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Sermon Song…… “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary  

and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Prayers of Intercession 
United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, 

the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

You call your church to witness to your salvation. We give thanks for all 

theologians, preachers, and teachers who proclaim your gospel. Equip all 

the baptized to share the joy of the resurrection in all we say and do. 
Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 
 

You bring abundant life throughout creation. The green blade rises, and all 
creation greets the resurrection dawn. Preserve vineyards and orchards and 

those who tend to them. Feed us with the fruits of creation. Lord, in your 

mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

 
You show your steadfast love to all people throughout the earth. Infuse 

your justice in every nation of the world (especially the Ukraine) that all 
experience the peace that only you can give. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

You anointed your Son with the Holy Spirit and with power. Encourage us 

by his example in our ministries of healing, care, and outreach. We pray for 
all who are in need of your healing (especially Mary Ann, Don, Barbara, 

Christi, Sue, Michael, Jenna, Joe, Dave, Joy, Bill, Lori, Vicki, Steve, Tyler, 

Norm, Penny, Michael, Ron, Sandy, Michael, Pete, Hadlee, Larry, Maryann, 
Shirley, Trisha, Bonnie, Henry, Del, Ruth, Sarah, Gloria, Carl, Sumi, Celine, 

Jim, Jonathan, Michael, Darcie, Peter and Gavin) and for all health care 
workers who care for them. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

You have put gladness in our hearts. Inspire musicians and dancers to 

rejoice with songs of victory. Bless the music ministries of this congregation 
and all who foster our assembly’s song. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

  

As you have raised Jesus from the dead, you show us your resurrection 

promise. With your holy ones who have sung your praise, free us from fear 

and empower us to go and tell the good news. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 



Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and 
praise to you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen 

Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Offering 
 
Offertory…………… “Easter Celebration Medley” 

(Paul Baumgardt, trumpet; Scott Sims, piano) 
Music by George J. Elvey; Robery Lowry; George Frederick Handel; Arr. Gary Lanier 

© 2020 by Gary Lanier. All rights reserved 

 
Offering Prayer 

Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for 

these gifts of the earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen 

One. In the pouring of this wine pour us out in service to the world; 
through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
Thanksgiving at the Table 

God of our ancestors, friend in our midst, your children come before you. 

Here is food! Here is drink! These things are yours before they are ours. 

Now we are making a feast, but it is a thanksgiving: God, we are thanking 
you. With our ancestors in faith and all the hosts of heaven, O God, we 

thank you and rejoice. This food—we shall eat it in your honor! This drink—
we shall drink it in your honor!  

 

Father, send the Spirit of life, the Spirit of power and fruitfulness. With the 
Spirit’s breath, speak your Word into these things. Give us who eat and 

drink the living body and the lifeblood of Jesus, our brother, life and power 
and fruitfulness of heart and body. Give us true communion with your Son. 

On the night of his suffering, he gave thanks for the bread that he held in 
his hands. This bread he shared among his followers, saying: All of you, 

take this, eat this; it is my body, handed over for you. Do this and 

remember me. 
The body of Christ! Amen 

 



Then he shared drink with them, saying: All of you, take this, drink this; it 
is my blood, the blood of the new covenant that begins now and lasts 

forever. This blood is poured out for you and for all people so that sins may 
be taken away. Do this and remember me. 

The blood of Christ! Amen 

 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 

 
Lord, you are resurrection and life. You, Crucifixion, are here! You, 

Resurrection, are here! You, Ascension, are here! You, Spirit—Medicine of 
Life—are here! Father, bring us life; give us kinship and fellowship with 

Mary, the mother of our Lord, with all the elders and ancestors of your 

people, and with all your children 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 

Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 

 

Distribution 
We will be using the intinction method for distribution. You will be handed 

bread and asked to dip the bread in the chalice. Gluten-free bread and 
grape juice are available. Please make your way forward by the center 

aisle, returning down the side. If mobility is a problem for you, please notify 

an usher and you will be served at your seat. 

 
Special Music……………………Praise Band 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Post Communion Prayer 
Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word 
and this meal of grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us 

to show your love and serve the world in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 

Blessing 

The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power 

of the Holy Spirit to live in the new creation.  
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sending Hymn…… “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”  

 

 



Dismissal 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude………… Praise Band 
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