Sunday, August 28, 2022
Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost

Introduction

Invited and inviting—that is the nature of the church. By God’s grace in holy baptism we
have a place at Christ’s banquet table. When, by the power of that same Spirit, humility
and mutual love continue among us, the church can be more inviting still.

Gathering Song...... “"All Are Welcome”
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Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,

whose steadfast love endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Merciful God,

we confess that we have not followed your path
but have chosen our own way.

Instead of putting others before ourselves,

we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need,

we have too often passed by on the other side.
Set us again on the path of life.

Save us from ourselves

and free us to love our neighbors.

Amen.

Hear the good news!

God does not deal with us according to our sins

but delights in granting pardon and mercy.

In the name of -+ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
You are free to love as God loves.

Amen.

Prayer of the Day

O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are humble. Give us
the humility of your Son, that we may embody the generosity of Jesus Christ, our Savior

and Lord.
Amen.

First Reading: Proverbs 25:6-7

The book of Proverbs is part of a collection of writings known as wisdom literature.
Wisdom literature gave directions to Israel’s leaders and people for the conduct of daily

life. Today’s reading is about humility.

Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence or stand in the place of the great; for
it is better to be told, "Come up here,” than to be put lower in the presence of a noble.

HERE ENDS THE READING



Second Reading: Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16

The conclusion of the letter to the Hebrews contains suggestions for the conduct of a
holy life, all of which are shaped by God’s love toward us in Jesus Christ.

Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing
that some have entertained angels without knowing it. Remember those who are in
prison, as though you were in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as
though you yourselves were being tortured. Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let
the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and adulterers. Keep
your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what you have; for he has
said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” So we can say with confidence, “"The Lord is
my helper; I will not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?” Remember your leaders,
those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of their way of life, and
imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit
of lips that confess his name. Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for
such sacrifices are pleasing to God.

HERE ENDS THE READING.

Gospel: Luke 14:1, 7-14

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus observes guests jockeying for position at the table. He uses the opportunity to
teach his hearers to choose humility rather than self-exaltation. Jesus also makes an
appeal for hosts to imitate God’s gracious hospitality to those in need.

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a
meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely. When he noticed how the guests
chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. "When you are invited by someone to
a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more
distinguished than you has been invited by your host; and the host who invited both of
you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,” and then in disgrace you
would start to take the lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit down at the
lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up
higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. For
all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be
exalted.” He said also to the one who had invited him, *"When you give a luncheon or a
dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in
case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. But when you give a
banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you will be blessed,
because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the
righteous.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Sermon Hymn...... "Let Us Go Now to the Banquet”
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The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen

Prayers of Intercession
Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer.

A brief silence.

For the church and its leaders, we pray. Uphold all deacons, pastors, and bishops who
serve and teach your people. Awaken in your church a spirit of invitation that reaches
ever outward. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

For the well-being of creation and its inhabitants, we pray. Stir in us reverent awe for
the beauty of the natural world, for oceans and lakes, rivers and streams, forests and
deserts. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

For the nations and peoples of the world, we pray. Sustain the efforts of those who
pursue justice and equity for all. Defend and accompany all immigrants and refugees
and all who are persecuted for their ethnic origin or religious beliefs. Lord, in your
mercy,

Hear our prayer.

For all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, we pray. Be present with those who live in
isolation or fear, especially those who are incarcerated or detained. Comfort all who are
sick or grieving (especially Mary Ann, Don, Barbara, Christi, Cole, Larry, Danielle,
Kristina, Sue, Dominic & Megan, Vicki, Jenna, Joe, Dave & Joy, Vicki, Barbara, Tyler,
Michael, Katy, Hannah, Marni, Michael, Richard, Henry, Ron, Ruth, Joan, Sumi & Celine,
Jim & Carolyn, Gavin, Lisa, Charlie and the People of Ukraine). Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.



For this congregation and its ministries, we pray. Prepare children, teachers, and youth
ministry directors for a new year of learning. Embolden our withess to invite others to
the table. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

For all the saints who confessed God’s name we give thanks (especially Nancy and
Dave). May we cling to the promise of our risen Savior, Jesus Christ, the same
yesterday, today, and forever. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast
love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.
Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.

Offering

Offering Prayer

God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your
goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of
all, in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

Thanksgiving at the Table

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet.



Distribution

We will be using the intinction method for distribution. You will be handed
bread and asked to dip the bread in the chalice. Gluten-free bread and
grape juice are available. Please make your way forward by the center
aisle, returning down the side. If mobility is a problem for you, please notify
an usher and you will be served at your seat.

Post Communion Prayer

Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your
mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come
to know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

Blessing
The God of peace, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and show you
the path of life this day and always.

Amen.
Sending Song...... “Shout to the Lord”
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Texi: Darlene Fschech, b, 1965

Music: SHOUT TO THE LORD, Darlene Zschech
Text and music @ 1993 Darlene Zschecl/Hillsong Publishing. admin. in U.S. and Canada by Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP).
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Dismissal

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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